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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

PROPOSED ESKOM ABERDEEN WIND ENERGY FACILITY 

 
Venue: Camdeboo Town Hall Graaff Reinet 
Date: Thursday, 19 January 2012 
Time: 14h00 – 15h00 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

 
 
Shawn Johnston, the process facilitator welcomed all the stakeholders present for the 
opportunity to meet and clarify the proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility project. 
He introduced the Eskom and Savannah Environmental team members. Leonie Fouche then 
requested the Camdeboo Municipal Team introduce themselves.  
 
MEETING ATTENDEES 

 

Name Organisation & Position 
Shawn Johnston Sustainable Futures ZA- Public Participation Specialist 
Alicia Govender Savannah Environmental 
Jo-Anne Thomas Savannah Environmental 
Tobile Bokwe Eskom 
Reggie Chippe Eskom 
Belinda Roos Eskom 
Izak Rumboll C.K. Rumboll and Partners 
Ivor Berrington Camdeboo Municipality 
Leonie Fouche Camdeboo Municipality 
Brian April Camdeboo Municipality 
Vuyelwa Mpekula Camdeboo Municiplaity 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
No apologies were received. 
 
BACKGROUND & TECHNICAL ASPECTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED 
PROJECT 

 
Alicia Govender presented the findings of the draft scoping report for the proposed Eskom 
Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility (Presentation attached).  
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DISCUSSION SESSION 

 

Question / Comment Response 

Leonie Fouche: Would you be able to 
provide us with detailed maps of the 
proposed Aberdeen wind energy 
facility? 

Alicia Govender: Yes we can do so via email. 

Leonie Fouche: Is the land private 
land? 

Reggie Chippe: The farms were bought by Eskom 
and consolidated for the proposed Aberdeen wind 
energy facility. 

Ivor Barrington: How did the land 
transfer subdivision occur without the 
input from the Camdeboo Municipality. 
We never saw this application and 
request. Please clarify the process. 

Izak Rumboll: It was done through the 
Camdeboo Municipality. We can provide you with 
details. 

Ivor Barrington: Why was this area 
selected for a wind energy facility? 

Reggie Chippe: This area was identified through 
the NASA wind data process, which showed the 
site as being favourable for a wind energy 
facility. 

Leonie Fouche: I just want to note, that 
all applications and requests to the 
Camdeboo Municipailty must go 
through the office of the Municipal 
Manager. 

Alicia Govender: Noted, a copy of the draft report 
is to be submitted to the Camdeboo Municipality 
will be addressed to the Municipal Manager. 

Leonie Fouche: Have avifauna studies 
been undertaken as part of this EIA 
process? 

Alicia Govender: Yes, an avifauna study has been 
undertaken as part of the environmental impact 
assessment process. The avifauna specialist 
scoping report will be appended to the draft 
scoping report that will be out for public review 
shortly.  

Leonie Fouche: What will the extent of 
the employment opportunities be for 
the community? And  
What will the duration of employemnt 
be and at what skills levels will staff be 
employed? 

Alicia Govender: The social impact assessment at 
the Impact Assessment phase will deal with these 
key questions, as this information is not available 
at this stage. 
 
Reggie Chippe: Eskom is looking at various 
options and is compelled by Government to have 
a large local employment component. This will be 
clarified as the project develops. 
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Question / Comment Response 

Leonie Fouche: I’m glad local labour 
will be used in the construction and 
operational phases of the project. 

Reggie Chippe: Yes local labour will be used. It is 
a requirement of Government. 

Ivor Barrington: Will Eskom use the 
extended public work programme for 
job creation? 

Reggie Chippe: Eskom will have its own internal 
process. 

Vuyelwa Mpekula: Was the Spatial 
Development Framework considered in 
the planning of this project? 

Reggie Chippe: Yes Eskom has taken this 
document into consideration. 
 
Alicia Govender: The social specialist also used 
this as a guideline document to undertake the 
social impact assessment that will form part of 
the draft scoping report that will be out for public 
review shortly. 

Ivor Barrington: Where are you 
sourcing water from for the 
construction and operational phases of 
the project? 

Reggie Chippe: Eskom are currently investigating 
all options for sourcing of water. 
 
Jo-Anne Thomas: All water requirements will be 
considered in the environmental impact 
assessment. 

Ivor Barrington: The water use needs 
to be discussed with the Department of 
Water Affairs and the Camdeboo 
Municipality. 

Reggie Chippe: Eskom notes this point. 

Ivor Barrington: Do you have good 
wind data? 

Reggie Chippe: Eskom are in the process of 
erecting a wind mast to verify that the wind data 
at the proposed site is good. Site specific wind 
data is necessary for a bankable project. 

Ivor Barrington: How long will it take 
before you start construction on a 
project of this nature? 

Reggie Chippe: It can take up to three years for 
the construction phase to commence. 

Vuyelwa Mpekula: Can you provide us 
with a detailed design of the footprint 
and infrastructure of the proposed wind 
energy facility? 

Reggie Chippe: This information will be available 
in the envrionmental impact assessment phase. 

Vuyelwa Mpekula: Can you clarify how 
you will be accessing the site? 

Reggie Chippe: The site could be accessed from 
the R61, but Eskom needs to get clarification 
about where they will be allowed to access the 
site from. This has not yet been defined.  

Vuyelwa Mpekula: Why are you 
building a new 400KV transmission line 
to Droe Rivier Substation? Why not tie 

Reggie Chippe: The power line alternatives will 
be clarified and all options will be investigated.  
This will be done in the EIA phase.   



EIA Process: Proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility Scoping Phase 
Notes: Focus Group Meeting at Graaff Reinet 

 

 4 

Question / Comment Response 

into proposed Gramma-Grasrideg line? 
 
WAY FORWARD AND CLOSURE 

 
A copy of the presentation was given to Leonie Fouche from the Camdeboo Municipality as 
per request at the meeting. Shawn Johnston thanked all for the opportunity to clarify the 
proposed project and encourage all to review the draft scoping report and provide the team 
with their inputs and comments.  
 

The meeting ended at 15h00.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

PROPOSED ESKOM ABERDEEN WIND ENERGY FACILITY 

 
Venue: Aberdeen Library Hall 
Date: Thursday, 19 January 2012 
Time: 17h00 – 18h00 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

 
 
Shawn Johnston, the process facilitator welcomed all the stakeholders present for the 
opportunity to meet and clarify the proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility project. 
He introduced the Eskom and Savannah Environmental team members. Shawn Johnston 
then requested all the interested and affected parties present to introduce themselves and 
state their interest.  
 
MEETING ATTENDEES 

 

Name Organisation & Position 
Shawn Johnston Sustainable Futures ZA- Public Participation Specialist 
Alicia Govender Savannah Environmental 
Jo-Anne Thomas Savannah Environmental 
Tobile Bokwe Eskom 
Isaac Blou Eskom 
Reggie Chippe Eskom 
Ivan Radebe Eskom 
Belinda Roos Eskom 
Izak Rumboll C.K. Rumboll and Partners  
Mandla Mbusi Eskom 
Marlon F. De Jager Aberdeen Small Farmers 
M. Dunjana Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Nicholas Vaster Ubuntu Small Framers 
Willem Willemse Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Simon Grootboom Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Gail De Jager Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Klasie Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
I De Wee Aberdeen Small Farmers 
B.B. Erasmus Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Rhudie Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
S. Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
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Name Organisation & Position 
J. Franzenberg Aberdeen Small Farmers 
M. Franzenberg Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Desmond Coetzee Aberdeen Ward Councillor 
Ntombizanele Koeberg Aberdeen Ward Councillor 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
No apologies were received. 
 
BACKGROUND & TECHNICAL ASPECTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED 
PROJECT 

 
Ivan Radebe presented the Eskom Aberdeen project to interested and affected parties 
present. Alicia Govender presented the findings of the scoping phase for the proposed 
Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility.  
 

 

DISCUSSION SESSION 

 

Question / Comment Response 

Marlon F. De Jager: We thank you for 
the opportunity to come and clarify the 
proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy 
project. 

Shawn Johnston: Comment noted. 

Marlon F. De Jager: As small scale 
emerging farmers we would like to 
know what benefits the project would 
provide to us as emerging farmers? 

Ivan Radebe: This would become clear as the 
project develops. The Eskom Foundation and the 
stakeholder management team would be 
developing a stakeholder engagement strategy 
as the project approaches the construction 
phase. 

Marlon F. De Jager: How many jobs will 
the project generate? 

Ivan Radebe: At this point we do not have the 
exact number for job creation. This will be 
confirmed in the impact assessment phase. 

Marlon F. De Jager: Will the Aberdeen 
town benefit from the proposed 
project? 

Ivan Radebe: The town will benefit by direct and 
indirect investment, jobs and services for a 
project of this nature. All the benefits will be 
identified and listed in the draft scoping report. 

Marlon F. De Jager: What type of skills 
will be required on this project? 

Ivan Radebe: A range of skills from basic to 
specialist will be required for this kind of project. 



EIA Process: Proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility Scoping Phase 
Notes: Focus Group Meeting with Emerging Aberdeen Farmers 

 

 3 

Question / Comment Response 

This will be broadly covered in the social impact 
assessment process in the impact assessment 
phase. 

Marlon F. De Jager: Where will the 
construction team live? Will 
construction workers be housed on site 
or in town of Aberdeen? 

Ivan Radebe: The construction teams will not live 
on site. Eskom will be looking at the nearest 
towns to house the specialist and construction 
teams. 

Nicholas Vaster: We appreciate the 
information, however we do not want 
to be used and when the project is 
developed we are not advised and 
receive nothing from the developer. 

Ivan Radebe: Comment noted.  Eskom will 
investigate means of community benefits. 

Nicholas Vaster: Where will your water 
come from for construction and 
operations? Will you use groundwater? 
Our area is a water stressed area with 
limited resources. 

Reggie Chippe: Eskom are looking at all water 
options, which will further be investigated in the 
impact assessment phase. 

Klasie Afrika: What happens with the 
farm land once the wind energy facility 
is built? Can you graze sheep there? 
Would the Aberdeen Small Farmers be 
able to lease the land and graze sheep 
amongst the wind turbines? 

Reggie Chippe: Currently the land is leased to 
the farmers that Eskom bought the farms from. 
 
Ivan Radebe: We are not sure what the future 
agreements would be. A project of this nature is 
regarded as a national key point and it would be 
rated as a power station and would require a 
high level of safety and security. We need to 
clarify if leasing and grazing would be allowed to 
any farmers. Let’s flag this point for 
investigation. 

Klasie Afrika: What happens to the 
property if Eskom is not successful in 
developing this project? 
 
 
Klasie Afrika; This is unfair. The biggest 
problems in this area are: 

1. Unemployment; 
2. Poverty; and, 
3. Access to land for emerging 

black farmers. 
 

Reggie Chippie: Eskom currently have a clause in 
their deeds of sale that the land can be 
purchased back by the original owners at market 
related prices. 
 
Comment has been noted by the public 
participation practitioner. 

Klasie Afrika: I would like to urge the 
Eskom team present not to provide lip 

Ivan Radebe: Comment noted.  Eskom will 
investigate means of community benefits. 
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Question / Comment Response 

service to the community of Aberdeen. 
We require Eskom’s commitment to the 
broader community. All of the issues 
raised by the emerging farmers are 
quite sensitive and are burning issues. 
Marlon F. De Jager: I would like to 
suggest that we keep the lines of 
communications open with Eskom and 
that the Eskom team note the issues 
raised by the Aberdeen Small Farmers. 

Shawn Johnston: Comment noted.  All issues will 
be captured and added to the comments and 
response report with adequate responses to each 
comment.  This comments and response report 
will form part of the draft scoping report. 

Marlon F. De Jager: We need a follow-
up meeting to discuss all of the issues 
raised in this focus group meeting. 

Shawn Johnston: Follow-up meetings will be held 
with the Aberdeen Small Farmers, Ward 
Councilors, Camdeboo Municipality and the 
Aberdeen Commercial Farmers in the impact 
assessment phase of the EIA process. 

 
WAY FORWARD AND CLOSURE 

 
Shawn Johnston thanked all of the Aberdeen Small Farmers for their inputs and the 
opportunity to clarify any issues or concerns related to the proposed project.  He 
encouraged all stakeholders to review the draft scoping report once it is out for review, and 
to provide the team with their inputs and comments.  
 

The meeting ended at 18h00.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

PROPOSED ESKOM ABERDEEN WIND ENERGY FACILITY 

 
Venue: Aberdeen Library Hall 
Date: Thursday, 19 January 2012 
Time: 18h00 – 19h00 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

 
Shawn Johnston, the process facilitator welcomed all the stakeholders present for the 
opportunity to clarify any issues associated with the proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy 
Facility project. He introduced the Eskom and Savannah Environmental team members.  
 
MEETING ATTENDEES 

 

Name Organisation & Position 
Shawn Johnston Sustainable Futures ZA- Public Participation Specialist 
Alicia Govender Savannah Environmental 
Jo-Anne Thomas Savannah Environmental 
Tobile Bokwe Eskom 
Isaac Blou Eskom 
Reggie Chippe Eskom 
Ivan Radebe Eskom 
Belinda Roos Eskom 
Izak Rumboll C.K. Rumboll and Partners 
M.F. De Jager Aberdeen Small Farmers 
M. Dunjana Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Nicholas Vaster Ubuntu Small Framers 
Willem Willemse Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Simon Grootboom Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Gail De Jager Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Klasie Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
I De Wee Aberdeen Small Farmers 
B.B. Erasmus Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Rhudie Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
S. Afrika Aberdeen Small Farmers 
J. Franzenberg Aberdeen Small Farmers 
M. Franzenberg Aberdeen Small Farmers 
Desmond Coetzee Aberdeen Ward Councillor 
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Name Organisation & Position 
Ntombizanele Koeberg Aberdeen Ward Councillor 
Nikolas Jankovich Resident Aberdeen 
Hannes Minnaar Ubuntu Small Farmers 
Themba Nonnies Aberdeen Ward Councillor 
Izak van der Merwe Farmer 
C. Gouws Farmer 
S.A. Marx Farmer 
A.P. Els Eskom Graaff Reinet 
M. Marx Farmer 
A.J. Beyers Farmer 
C. Lategan Farmer 
Samantha Jankovich Camdeboo Ward Councillor 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
No apologies were received. 
 
BACKGROUND & TECHNICAL ASPECTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED 
PROJECT 

 
Ivan Radebe presented the Eskom Aberdeen project to the interested and affected parties 
present at the meeting. Alicia Govender thereafter presented the findings of the draft 
scoping phase for the proposed Eskom Aberdeen Wind Energy Facility.  
 

 

DISCUSSION SESSION 

 

Question / Comment Response 

S.A. Marx: Will the site be fenced with 
security? 

Reggie Chippe: Yes it will be. 

S.A. Marx: Will the construction 
workers live on the site or in a 
compound. 

Reggie Chippe: No one will live on the proposed 
development site. This component is not included 
in the environmental impact assessment. Eskom 
will investigate accommodation options in the 
surrounding towns. 

S.A. Marx: Were will you obtain the 
large volumes of water you require for 
the construction and operational 
phase? The area is quite a water 

Ivan Radebe: Eskom is looking at all sources of 
water for uses on the project. This will be 
clarified within the environmental impact 
assessment process, and further investigated in 
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Question / Comment Response 

stressed area and we have existing 
problems with our boreholes. 

the impact assessment phase.  

C. Gouws: How many jobs will be 
created on this project? 

Ivan Radebe: Eskom is in the development phase 
and is currently calculating the employment 
opportunities for the short-term and long-term 
sustainability. 

A.P. Els: Why must a new transmission 
line be built to the Droe Rivier 
Substation? Why not just build a new 
substation on site and link into the 
Gamma-Grasridge transmission line? 

Ivan Radebe: Eskom is investigating all options. 
These were the suggestions provided by the 
Eskom grid designers and Eskom Transmission.  

A.J. Beyers: What will happen to the 
current farmers leasing the farm 
portions once the project is built? 

Ivan Radebe: This has not yet been clarified. 
Eskom currently has lease agreements with 
farmers Eskom bought land from. 

A.J. Beyers: Are you planning to 
change the lease agreements to 
accommodate the Aberdeen Small 
Farmers? 

Reggie Chippe: The land use after the project is 
built needs to be clarified due to the nature of 
the facility. The facility would be regarded as a 
national key point. 

A.P. Els: What is the timeframe before 
construction commences? 

Ivan Radebe: Eskom anticipate about three years 
before any construction can commence? 

Samantha Jankovich: I think this is a 
very exciting project that could unite 
the people of the District and the town 
of Aberdeen. 

Shawn Johnston: Comment noted. 

Samantha Jankovich: We need to know 
how Eskom will interact with the 
Camdeboo Municipality, ward 
councillors and the communities around 
Aberdeen. 

Shawn Johnston: This will be clarified as the 
project develops. The Camdeboo Municipality and 
ward councilors have been informed about the 
project. All interested and affected parties need 
to register to comment and clarify any issues 
relating to the project. Follow-up meetings will be 
held with key stakeholders during the 
environmental impact assessment phase and as 
part of the social impact assessment. 

Samantha Jankovich: We need clarity 
on the amount of jobs, accommodation 
facilities for the construction teams and 
what types of services can be provided 
by the community in Aberdeen. 

Shawn Johnston: Comment noted. Details will be 
included in the impact assessment phase. 

Izak van der Merwe: We would be 
concerned about safety and security 
and stock theft with large numbers of 
people moving into the area. 

Ivan Radebe: Eskom will focus on safety and 
security in and around the proposed site. 
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Question / Comment Response 

Desmond Coetzee: We are very excited 
about this project, we want to make 
sure the entire community are 
informed. We can assist in mobilising 
the boarder community for the 
environmental impact assessment 
phase. 

Shawn Johnston: Thank you for the assistance. 

Desmond Coetzee: Have you informed 
the entire Camdeboo Municipality?  

Shawn Johnston: Yes we have informed the 
Camdeboo Municipality through the office of the 
Municipal Manager Mr. Langbooi and the 
Integrated Development Plan, Mrs Leonie 
Fouche. 

Desmond Coetzee: How was the 
general public informed about the 
project? 

Shawn Johnston: We used the local newspaper, 
posters, bulk mailing at the Aberdeen post office, 
the Aberdeen Small Farmers and Aberdeen 
Commercial Farmers Association via the 
distribution of the background information 
document in English and Afrikaans. 

Desmond Coetzee: For the follow-up 
meetings, I would like to suggest you 
use the ward councillors to mobilise the 
broader community. We can assist with 
spreading the word about meetings, 
making posters and using the 
loudhailers to announce the meetings 
in the township areas. 

Shawn Johnston: Thank you for the assistance 
and advice. 

 
WAY FORWARD AND CLOSURE 

 
Shawn Johnston thanked all for their inputs and insights. He reminded all of the comment 
period and recommended that interested and affected parties read and review the draft 
scoping report once it is available and advised all that they should submit their comments to 
the project team.  
 

The meeting ended at 19h00.  
 









































 
 
 

 
Directorate Land Use and Soil Management, Private Bag x120,  Pretoria, 0001 

Delpen Building, c/o Annie Botha & Union Streets, Riviera 
 

From: Director: Land Use and Soil Management
 

Tel: (012) 319 7634 ��Fax: (012) 329 5938 ��e-mail: agriland@nda.agric.za 
 
 

 
SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL (PTY) LTD 
P.O. Box 148 
SUNNINGHILL 
2157 
 
 
2012/01/27 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This serves as a notice of receipt and confirms that your application has been captured in 
our electronic AgriLand tracking and management system. It is strongly recommended that 
you use the on-line AgriLand application facility in future. 
 
Detail of your application as captured:  
 
Type: EIA 
Your reference number: 12/12/20/2211 
Dated:   JUNE 2011 
 
Please use the following reference number in all enquiries: 
 
AgriLand reference number: 2012_01_0186 
 
Enquiries can be made to the above postal, fax or e-mail address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
L. Mongoato 
pp DIRECTOR: LAND USE AND SOIL MANAGEMENT 
 
Online application available at: http://www.agis.agric.za/agriland 
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05 January 2012 

Dear Stakeholder 
 

PROPOSED ABERDEEN 200MW WIND FARM,  
EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref No. 12/12/20/2211) 
 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND 
INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROCESS 

 
Eskom Holdings SOC Limited is proposing the establishment of a wind farm 
and associated infrastructure on an identified site which is located approximately  
24 km west of the town of Aberdeen in the Eastern Cape Province, within the 
Camdeboo Local Municipality.  This proposed project will be referred to as the 
Aberdeen 200 MW Wind Farm and will be constructed over an area of 
approximately 8 198 ha in extent.  The proposed facility will have a generating 
capacity of up to 200 MW and will comprise a cluster of up to 150 wind 
turbines (typically described as a wind energy facility or a wind farm).  Each 
turbine will have a generating capacity of between 1.5 MW and 3 MW.  Each 
turbine will have a steel tower (of up to 140m in height), a nacelle (gear box) 
and three rotor blades with a rotor diameter of up to 140 m (i.e. each blade up 
to 65 m in length). 
 
Other infrastructure associated with the wind energy facility is proposed to 
include: 
» Concrete foundations to support the turbine towers 
» Cabling between the turbines to be lain underground  
» An on-site substation to facilitate the connection between the facility and the 

electricity grid 
» An overhead power line (400kV) feeding into Eskom’s electricity grid at the 

Droërivier Substation, approximately 140 km from the site 
» Internal access roads between wind turbines 
» Borrow pits within the site for the construction of access roads 
» Office/Workshop area for operations, maintenance and storage 
» Information centre 
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK MEETING 

All interested and affected parties are cordially invited to attend a public feedback 
meeting to discuss the proposed project as well as the key findings of the studies 
completed to date.  The meeting is scheduled to take place as follows: 
 
DATE:   Thursday, 19 January 2012 
TIME:  17:00 -18:30 
VENUE: Aberdeen Library Hall, Main Road, Aberdeen 
 
This is an open meeting and anyone is welcome to attend.  Although you are not 
required to pre-register for the meeting, it would be appreciated if you could 
confirm your attendance with the undersigned on or before Wednesday,  
18 January2012. 
 
Should you have any comments, please submit them to: 
 

Shawn Johnston of Sustainable Futures ZA 
P.O. Box 749, Rondebosch,  

Cape Town, 7701 
Tel: 083 325 9965 
Fax: 086 510 2537 

Email: swjohnston@mweb.co.za 

All comments received will be included in the Final Scoping Report, which will be 
submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) for review 
and comment. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Shawn Johnston 
Process Facilitator 
(not signed via email/fax) 
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