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9 CONCLUSION 

 

9.1 Introduction 

 

9.1.1 Project Background 

 

Eskom’s core business is the generation, transmission and distribution of electricity 

throughout South Africa.  Electricity by its nature cannot be stored and must be used as it 

is generated.  Therefore electricity is generated according to supply-demand 

requirements.  The reliable provision of electricity by Eskom is critical to industrial 

development and poverty alleviation in the country.   

 

If Eskom is to meet its mandate and commitment to supply the ever-increasing needs of 

end-users in South Africa, it has to continually expand its infrastructure of generation 

capacity and transmission and distribution powerlines.  This expansion includes not only 

the building of new power stations but also expanding and upgrading existing power 

stations to extend their life. 

 

The Hendrina Power Station, in the Mpumalanga Province currently uses a wet ashing 

system for the disposal of ash.  Hendrina Power Station currently has five ash dams, of 

which two (Ash dam 3 and 5) are currently in operation, the other three (Ash dam 1, 2 & 

4) are not in use for the following reasons: 

 

• Having reached full capacity (Dam 1) 

• Stability issues (Dam 2)  

• Temporary decommissioning (Dam 4). Ash dam 4 will be re-commissioned in 2011.  

 

At the current rate of disposal on Dams 3, 4 and 5, the rate-of-rise will exceed 4m/year in 

2018, which is not acceptable in terms of structural stability. The Hendrina Power Station 

is anticipated to ash approximately 64.2 million m3 until the end of its life span which is 

currently estimated to be 2035.   

 

It has been determined, through studies, that the existing ashing facilities are not capable 

to provide sufficient ash disposal capacity for this amount of ash for the full life of the 

station.  The existing facilities (Ash Dams 3, 4 and 5) allow for the disposal of 20.9 million 

m3. Therefore, Hendrina Power Station proposes to extend its ashing facilities and 

associated infrastructure with the following development specifications: 

 

• Additional airspace of 43.3 million m3 

• Ash dam ground footprint of 139 ha 

• Ground footprint of associated infrastructure such as Ash Water Return Dams of 70 ha 

 

The need for this extension is to allow the Hendrina Power Station to continue ashing in an 

environmentally responsible way for the duration of the operating life of the Power 

Station. The need for the extension is related to the deteriorating coal quality, higher load 
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factors, the installation of the Fabric filter plant (to meet requirements in terms of the 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act 39 of 2004)) and the need to 

extend station life. 

 

 The following diagram (Figure 9.1) provides an overview of the activities on site and 

where this project fits within the process. 

 

 

Figure 9.1: An overview of the activities on site and where this project fits within the 

process 

 

9.1.2 Description of the Study Area 

 

Hendrina Power Station is located in the Mpumalanga Province approximately 24 km south 

of Middleburg and 20 km North of the town of Hendrina. The power station and surrounds 

falls within the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality which forms part of the Nkangala District 

Municipality.  

 

The greater part of the study area is made up of agricultural and mining activities (Figure 

9.2).  The proposed study area, for alternative sites for the proposed new ash dam, is 

located within an 8 km radius of the centre point of the Hendrina Power Station Site 

(Figure 9.3).  
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Figure 9.2: The agricultural and mining activities that form the greater part of the study 

area 
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Figure 9.3: Study area overlaid onto a google earth background 
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9.1.3 Process to Date 

 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the proposed new ash dam is 

comprised of two main phases, namely the Scoping phase and Impact Assessment phase.  

This report documents the tasks which have been undertaken as part of the Scoping 

phase of the EIA.  These tasks include the public participation process and the 

documentation of the issues which have been identified as a result of these activities. 

 

To date, tasks that have commenced include the: 

 

• Identification of stakeholders or I&APs; 

• Notification and advertisements; 

• Background Information Documents; and 

• Ongoing consultation and engagement 

 

More detail on the above is available in Chapter 6. 

 

The Draft Scoping Report will be released for public review and comment from  

2 June to 12 July 2011. During the review period a public participation process (PPP) 

will be undertaken, allowing Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) to engage with the 

project proponents and independent environmental consultants. The PPP will consist of a 

public open day and one-on-one interactions where required. Issues raised by I&APs 

during the public participation process will be documented and included in the Final 

Scoping Report.  

 

The relevant authorities required to review the proposed project and provide an 

Environmental Authorisation were consulted from the outset of this study, and have been 

engaged throughout the project process.  The National Department of Environmental 

Affairs (DEA), is the competent authority for this Project. The Department of Water Affairs 

(DWA), and the Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, Environment and 

Tourism (MDEDET) are noted as key commenting authorities.  For a comprehensive list 

see Chapter 2 and 6.  

 

The Scoping Phase of an EIA serves to define the scope of the detailed assessment of the 

potential impacts of a proposed project. The Environmental Scoping Phase has been 

undertaken in accordance with the requirements of sections 24 and 24D of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act 108 of 1998), as read with Government 

Notices R 543 of the 2010 EIA Regulations.  The objectives of the Scoping Phase are to: 

 

• Ensure that the process is open and transparent and involves the Authorities, 

proponent and stakeholders; 

• Identify the important characteristics of the affected environment; 

• Ensure that feasible alternatives are identified and selected for further assessment; 

• Assess and determine possible impacts of the proposed project on the biophysical and 

socio-economic environment and associated mitigation measures; and 


