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Botha is Mr Media
in surfing world

Cindy Liebenberg

NOTHING is more daunting for a journalist
than to interview a counterpart with the ex-
perience and reputation of the doyen of South
African surfing, Paul Botha.

Botha, owner of Life’s a Beach Communi-
cations, is currently in Jeffreys Bay handling
the media for the Billabong Pro J-Bay as he has
done the past 25years and agreed to be on the
receiving end of an interview.

Botha's over-ruling passion for surfing has
influenced every major decision he has taken
in his life since 1962.

“T'have surfed in more than 30 different
countries but never visited a country that does
not have a shoreline,” says the father of three
grown children and a grandchild.

In 1984 he attended an Association of Surf-

ing Professionals (ASP) event in Jeffreys Bay
as a spectator and realising the potential he
contacted Cheron Kraak. The two struck up an
agreement but due to financial constraints Bo-
tha only started running the event in May 1987.
At the time he also headed the ASP Africa
regional office,

In the beginning he says he did everything
from building the stands to handling entries,
organising the media and public relations, writ-
ing press releases, commentating, paying the
prize-money and everything in between.

After 12 years of intense hands on involve-
ment he retired in 1998 to open Life's a Beach
backpackers in Kommetjie. Yet such was his
expertise that less than a year later he was
asked to handle only the media at several surf-
ing events. Hence in 2000 the backpacker was
sold to make way for Life's a Beach Commu-
nications.

“And it's been going strong ever since,” says
Botha. “I've built up so many contacts over the
years and what can be better than working with
the media and in the field of your passion,”

Botha says he has seen it all. The evolving of
the communications world has seen loads of
progress as Botha recalls writing press releases
by hand, having them typed and copied before
sending them via snail mail to the various pub-
lications. ;

“It's certainly a far cry from these days. Then
it took seven days to get the news out, now you
can watchit live on the internet.”

Although he admits being on Facebook he
says he draws the line when it comes to Twitter.

“My forte is bringing the real story to as

~ broad a public as possible,” says the man who
SURFING DOYEN: Paul Botha. Picture: has spent the better part of his life promoting
CINDY LIEBENBERG the sport he loves best —surfing.
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More hot air
on wind farms

Some residents opposed, others not

Lyn Aitken

WHAT was planned by Red
Cap Kouga Wind Company as
an informal platform for dis-
cussion for concerned and af-
fected parties in St Francis
Bay last week, failed to gen-
erate warmth among most of
the St Francis Bay residents
attending the meeting,

The meeting had been
called by Red Cap and their
partners and to engage with
the community now the for-
mal Environmental Impact
Assessment (ELA) was over,
giving everyone the opportu-
nity to speak freely.

As the meeting opened, St
Francis Bay resident John
Hammond stood up to reada
stalement on behalf of the St
Francis Wind Action Group
(Swag).

According to the statement
members of Swag, acting on
legal advice, would not be at-
tending the meeting as they
had lodged their intention to
appeal against the proposal to
construct the proposed wind
farm on Oshbosch Farm
across the Kromme River

St Francis Bay resident
Bruce Brooker summed up
the mood of residents by com-
menting: “We feel 50 years of
effort to maintain this high vi-
sual standard has been ig-
nored and along with it the

partners on the initiative,
The Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation is assisting
Red Cap and its pariness to
deliver what is described as
meaningful socio-economic
development through the es-

able tthat
has been made in developing
this unique village.

“The EIA report stated sim-
ply there will be a visual im-
pact and suggests we must just
getused to it over time.”

“We feel 50

l years of

effort to

maintain

this high

visual

standard

has been

ignored”

Red Cap managing director

Mark Tanton’s response was

the visual impact could not be
mitigated. However the effect

on property values was debat-
able and this was more likely

tablisk tof a broad-based

' empowerment trust.

The focus of the trust will be
to address the needs of the
community with a view toim-
proving the quality of life

. through job-creation, local

economic development, capa-
city-building and skills trans-
fer.

Red Cap declares it is not
only represented by those with
depth of experience and ex-
pertise in the local energy sec-
tor, but also by partners who
have been directly involved in
wind energy development in
other parts of the world. They
include Afri-Coast Engineers,
Eurocape Renewables, Evolu-
tion One and Standard Bank.

The company plans to de-
velop a wind farm of up to 121
wind-turbines near Oyster
Bay, St Francis Bay and Par-
adise Beach.
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kant van die storie vertel en gevra dat die saak

DAAR is verlede week berig oor ‘n hofuit-
spraak waaroor die klaer, Eddie Johnson on-
tevrede was omdat die regter bevind het hy het
geen voet om op te staan in sy klag teen Jaco
Snyman van Automotive Mechanics nie. John-
son was ongelukkig met die diens en so meer
wat hy van Snyman ontvang het en wou sy geld
| terug hé.
Snyman het egter intussen vir Our Times sy

te berokken.

nou tot ruste gelé moet word.

Hy beweer aangesien Johnson se aan-
houdende aantuigings onwaar is, dit besig is
om sy (Snyman) se besigheid moontlike skade

Hy wil graag sy kliénte versekervan sy voort
durende goeie diens en bereidwilligheid om
dic ékstra'myl té loop. By TET



