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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
DOCUMENT 

DWAALBOOM 132kV SWITCHING 
STATION, TURN-IN LINES & 
ASSOCIATED SECONDARY 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
(Ref: 12/12/20/1188)

MAY 2008 

INTRODUCTION

Notice is hereby given in terms of 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation 
56 published in Government Notice No. R. 385 
in terms of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), 
as amended of the intention to carry out the 
following activity: 

The construction of a new switching station, 
and the installation of an additional 20MVA 
132/22kV transformer at Dwaalboom, for the 
Dwaalboom PPC plant. The existing electricity 
network at Spitskop cannot supply 20MVA to 
Dwaalboom PPC during contingency 
conditions as the spare capacity of the 132kV 
supply-line is almost depleted. The 
construction of the switching station would 
ensure that the Dwaalboom PPC plant has 
sufficient supply for a 20MVA load irrespective 
of the loss of any 132kV line supply to 
Dwaalboom substation by introducing parallel 
132kV line feeds. 

PROJECT DETAILS
The switching station is required to ensure that 
the Dwaalboom PPC plant receives a constant 
supply of electricity during normal and 132kV 
line outages.  

The switching station itself will be 50m x 50m 
and will have a 100m x 300m footprint, which 
will contain the switching station itself as well 
as all secondary plant infrastructure.  

The switching station would contain a small 
15m x 15m control room, a communications 
mast, 132kV-six bay double busbar, a 
floodlight, an auxiliary 132/22kV 10MVA 
transformer and an oil dam. The switching 
station will be fenced for security and safety 
reasons. Secondary infrastructure will be 
housed within the control room. 

Two high steel towers will be required to 
supply the Dwaalboom Switching Station off 
the Spitskop-Segoditshane 132kV line (the 
eastern line). Two more towers will be required 
to take electricity out of the switching station 
and connect to the Spitskop-Segotshane line. 
These four towers are known as terminal 
towers. 

PROJECT LOCATION
Although the proposed switching station is for 
the Dwaalboom PPC plant, which is within the 
Limpopo Province, the three locality 
alternatives are within the North West 
Province. These alternatives are all located on 
the farm De Paarl 246, within the Moses 
Kotane Local Municipality and the Bojanala 
Platinum District Municipality. A locality map 
has been included on the reverse of this page.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT

Nemai Consulting was appointed by Eskom to 
undertake the environmental impact 
assessment for the proposed construction of 
the switching station. The process involves two 
phases, namely, Scoping followed by EIA. The 
Scoping phase is currently underway. 

A vital step during the environmental appraisal 
process is Public Participation, which aims to 
inform Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 
about the proposed project, and provides them 
with an opportunity to raise concerns.  

A public meeting will be held to discuss the 
proposed development. Details of the meeting 
are as follows:  

Date: 12 June 2008 
Venue: Nonceba Community Hall 
Time:  17:00 – 18:00 

If you are unable to attend the meeting and 
would still like to register as an Interested and 
Affected Party (I&AP), please complete the 
accompanying reply form and forward it to the 
contact person below. 

Please return the reply form overleaf by 21 
July 2008. 

CONTACT DETAILS

Samantha Bush 
Nemai Consulting 

PO Box 1673 
Sunninghill, 2157 

Tel:  (011) 781 1730 
Fax:  (011) 781 1731 

Email: samanthab@nemai.co.za 





           ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND OHS CONSULTANTS

P.O. BOX 1673 147 Bram Fischer Drive  Phone: (011) 781 1730 
SUNNINGHILL FERNDALE  Fax: (011) 781 17311 
2157 2194  Email:samanthab@nemai.co.za 

Reply Form: 
Dwaalboom 132kV Switching Station, Turn-in Lines & 

Associated Secondary Infrastructure 

(Complete and return to/Voltooi en stuur aan: Samantha Bush) 

Date/Datum Official use 

Name of organisation/ 
Naam van organisasie 

Date received: 

Name of Interested and 
Affected Party/ 

Naam van 
Belangstellende Party 

Our reference: 

Postal/ Pos: Physical/Fisies: Status Address/ 
Adres   

Tel No  

Fax/Faks No:

Email/Epos:  

Registration as an I&AP/ 
Registrasie as ŉ Belangstellende 
Party 

Comments/Opmerkings: 

YES/ JA  

NO/NEE 
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