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Annexure A 

Annexure A.1 

 

Details of the expertise of the EAP, including a curriculum vitae 



 

 

Franci Gresse 
 

Franci is a senior environmental practitioner in Aurecon's Cape Town office. She 
has been involved in various environmental investigations, including environmental 
impact assessments (EIA's), environmental management plans (EMP's), 
environmental management programmes (EMP's), rehabilitation plans maintenance 
management plans (MMP's) and fatal flaw analysis.  

Franci has been involved with the Working for Wetlands rehabilitation programme 
for the past five years, of which she has been acting as the Team Leader for the 
environmental assessment practitioners (EAP's) for the last three years. The 
Working for Wetlands project won the 2012 Aurecon Chairman's Award for its 
positive contribution to the natural and social environmental. In addition, Franci has 
also been involved with a number of projects in the renewable energy sector. 

Franci served on the committee of the South African affiliate of the International 
Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) for the Western Cape Branch from 2009 
to 2011, and remains a member. She completed a Bachelor of Science and an 
Honours Degree in Conservation Ecology at the University of Stellenbosch (South 
Africa). 

Experience 

Working for Wetlands plan 2016 - 2018, Regional South Africa, Department of 

Environmental Affairs: Natural Resource Management Directorate, 06/2016 - 

Date, Project Leader 

The Natural Resource Management Directorate of the Department of 

Environmental Affairs appointed Aurecon to provide environmental and engineering 

services for the Working for Wetlands Programme which is a national wetland 

rehabilitation programme. Responsibilities include the management and 

coordination of the overall project, management of the environmental authorisation 

component of the project, as well as the compilation of basic assessment reports 

(BAR) for the country. Other responsibilities include the compilation of wetland 

rehabilitation plans for the Western Cape, Northern Cape and Limpopo Provinces, 

liaison with authorities and the public (public participation process) and 

management of wetland specialists. 

Integrated Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed 

extension of the Ash Dam facility at Kriel power station, Mpumalanga 

Province, South Africa, Eskom Holdings, 06/2016 - date, Project Leader 

Appointed by Eskom to conduct an integrated environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) for the proposed construction of a fourth ash dam facility at the Kriel power 

station. Responsible for the general project management and finances, authority 

liaison and the compilation and review of the EIA documentation. 

Amended Environmental and Socio-Economic Impact Assessment for a 

concentrated solar plant facility near Arandis in the Erongo Region, 02/2016 – 

10/2016, Project Leader  

Aurecon was appointed by the NamPower to amend the Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) issued for the Erongo Coal-fired Power Station at Arandis, to a 

Concentrated Solar Plant. Responsibilities included project management 

(programme, finances and client expectations), liaison with authorities and relevant 

stakeholders, review of specialist reports and the compilation and review of the 

Amendment Report.  

 

 

Qualifications 

BSc (Hons) Conservation 

Ecology 

Member, International 

Association of Impact 

Assessment (IAIA) 

Specialisation 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

Years in industry 

8.08 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Table Mountain Group (TMG) Aquifer feasibility study and pilot project, 

Western Cape Province, South Africa, City of Cape Town, 2015 - date, 

Environmental Consultant 

The TMG Aquifer Feasibility Study and Pilot Project was initiated in 2002 and is a 

long term planning initiative to investigate the groundwater potential of the TMG 

Aquifer as a water source to augment Cape Town’s water supply. Given the 

recommendations in the Exploratory Phase report, and the fact that the TMG 

Aquifer has since been utilised as a water resource in areas such as Hermanus 

and Oudtshoorn, the City of Cape Town decided to omit the Pilot Phase and rather 

proceed with an extended Exploratory Phase, which would include limited pump 

testing. Aurecon was appointed n to undertake the extended Exploratory Phase 

work. Responsibilities include the compilation of Environmental Management Plans 

for the additional test sites, liaison with the relevant authorities and landowners and 

management of the Environmental Control Officers on the project.   

Implementation of the Hoekplaas environmental authorisation (EA), Northern 

Cape Province, South Africa, Mulilo Renewable Energy, 11/2013 - 05/2015, 

Project Leader 

Aurecon assisted the holder of the environmental authorisation (EA) for the 100 

MW photovoltaic (PV) facility in De Aar with the implementation of the 

environmental conditions to ensure compliance to all relevant environmental 

legislation. Responsible for the management of tasks and review of all 

documentation. Also assisting client with questions on the environmental impact 

assessment (EIA) process. 

Environmental impact assessment and compilation of an environmental 

management plan (EMP) for the Swakopmund-Mile 7 Water Supply, Phase 2, 

Swakopmund, Namibia, NamWater, 11/2013 - 10/2015, Project Leader 

NamWater appointed Aurecon to assist with the environmental impact assessment 

process for the proposed construction of a new bulk water pipeline between 

Swakopmund and Mile 7. Responsible for the management and review of the 

environmental impact assessment (EIA) reports and processes, as well as the 

project's finances. 

Working for Wetlands plan 2014 - 2016, Regional South Africa, South African 

National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), 06/2013 – 05/2016, Task Leader 

The South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) appointed Aurecon to 

provide environmental and engineering services for the Working for Wetlands 

Programme which is a national wetland rehabilitation programme. Responsible for 

the management of the environmental authorisation component of the project, as 

well as the compilation of basic assessment reports (BAR) for the country. Other 

responsibilities include the compilation of wetland rehabilitation plans for the 

Western Cape, Northern Cape, North West and Limpopo Provinces, liaison with 

authorities and the public (public participation process) and management of 

wetland specialists. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Maintenance management plans (MMP's) for flood damaged road 

infrastructure, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Western Cape Provincial 

Government Department of Transport and Public Works, 06/2013 - Date, 

Project Staff 

The project entails the compilation of maintenance management plans (MMP's) for 

two local municipal areas (Laingsburg and Worcester), as well as obtaining the 

necessary permits/ water use authorisations. Personally involved during the project 

commencement with regards to strategy development, meetings with the relevant 

authorities and assistance with the development of the MMP's. 

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) for the expansion of approved solar 

energy facilities located near Prieska and De Aar, Northern Cape Province, 

South Africa, Mulilo Renewable Energy, 03/2013 - 09/2015, Phase Leader 

Mulilo Renewable Energy decided to expand the approved solar energy facilities on 

the farms Hoekplaas and Klipgats in Prieska, as well as on the farms Badenhorst 

Dam and Du Plessis Dam in De Aar. The expasion of Hoekplaas farm in Prieska 

includes ten additional 75 MW photovoltaic (PV) facilities and six additional PV 

units at Klipgats Pan farm. The expansion at Badenhorst Dam farm includes four 

additional 75 MW PV facilities and three additional PV units at Du Plessis Dam 

farm. Responsible for the management and review of the environmental impact 

assessment (EIA) reports and processes, as well as the project's finances. 

Fatal flaw study for two potential Wind Energy Facility (WEF) sites, Northern 

and Western Cape Provinces, South Africa, Juwi Renewable Energies (Pty) 

Ltd, 03/2013 - 04/2013, Environmental Practitioner 

The study entailed a fatal flaw analysis of two potential wind energy facility (WEF) 

sites in the Northern and Western Cape Provinces. Responsible for the 

assessment of the sites and compilation of the fatal flaw report. 

Richtersveld wind energy facility (WEF), Northern Cape Province, South 

Africa, TRE Tozzi Renewable Energy S.p.A and Guma Group, 07/2012 - 

09/2013, Environmental Practitioner 

The project entailed a due diligence of the proposed wind energy facility (WEF) to 

review compliance with the requirements of the Department of Energy's 

independent power producer (IPP) process. Responsible for the review of the 

environmental reports and compilation of the due diligence report. 

Three photovoltaic (PV) energy facilities near Copperton, Northern Cape 

Province, South Africa, Mulilo Renewable Energy (MRE), 09/2011 - 05/2015, 

Environmental Practitioner 

The project entailed three environmental impact assessments (EIA's) for three 

photovoltaic (PV) energy facilities comprising 75 MW to 150 MW, located near 

Copperton. Responsible for the management the EIA process and project 

specialists, compilation of scoping and EIA reports and liaison with authorities. 

Fatal flaw study for four potential wind energy facility (WEF) sites, Northern 

and Western Cape Provinces, South Africa, Mainstream Renewable Power 

South Africa, 11/2011 - 05/2012, Environmental Practitioner 

The study entailed a fatal flaw analysis of four potential wind energy facility (WEF) 

sites across the Northern and Western Cape Provinces. Responsible for the 

management of specialists, review of reports, assessment of the sites and 

compilation of the fatal flaw report. 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Implementation of the Klipgats Pan environmental authorisation (EA), 

Northern Cape Province, South Africa, Mulilo Renewable Energy, 09/2011 - 

05/2015, Project Leader 

Aurecon was appointed to undertake three environmental impact assessments 

(EIA's) for three proposed phtovoltaic (PV) solar energy plants near Copperton. The 

first PV solar energy plant will generate around 100 MW (preferred alternative) or 

150 MW (alternative) on the Hoekplaas Farm (Farm 146/RE). The proposed PV 

plant will cover approximately 300 ha (preferred alternative) or 450 ha (alternative). 

The second includes a PV solar energy plant to generate roughly 100 MW on the 

farm Klipgats Pan (Farm 117/4) near Copperton in the Northern Cape. The 

proposed PV plant will cover an estimated 300 ha. An alternative site for a 100 MW 

PV plant with a 300 ha footprint is also being considered. The third comprises a PV 

solar energy plant to generate about 100 MW (preferred alternative) or 300 MW 

(alternative) on the farm Struisbult (Farm 104, portion 1) which will cover 300 ha to 

900 ha. Responsible for managing tasks and reviewing all documentation for 

updating the environmental management plan (EMP) and implementing the 

environmental authorisation (EA). Also assisted client with questions on the EIA 

process. 

Proposed rehabilitation of Wetlands as part of the Working for Wetlands, 

Regional, South Africa, South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), 

08/2011 - 09/2013, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed by the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) to conduct 

environmental impact assessments (EIA's) for the rehabilitation of specific wetlands 

in all provinces of South Africa over a five year period. Responsible for the 

compilation of basic assessment reports (BAR) and Wetland Rehabilitation Plans 

for the Western Cape, Northern Cape, Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces. Other 

responsibilities included liaison with authorities, public participation process, 

management of specialists and general project management of the environmental 

component of the project. 

Repair of flood damage to road structures in the Eden District Municipality, 

Western Cape Province, South Africa, Western Cape Provincial Department of 

Transport and Public Works, 01/2011 - Date, Environmental Practitioner 

The project entails the compilation of maintenance management plans (MMP) for 

seven areas with the Eden District Management Area to repair. Responsible for 

compilation of MMP's, review of reports and liaison with stakeholders and 

authorities. 

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) for the proposed extension of the 

Ash Dam facility at Kriel power station, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa, 

Eskom Holdings, 11/2009 - 12/2015, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed by Eskom to conduct an environmental impact assessment (EIA) for the 

proposed construction of a fourth ash dam facility at the Kriel power station. 

Responsible for the general project management and finances, screening process, 

compilation of the scoping and EIA reports, public participation and the compilation 

of a waste management licence application. 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) for proposed relocation of solar 

energy facility, Onder Rietvlei Farm, Aurora, Western Cape Province, South 

Africa, Solaire Direct Southern Africa, 2010 - 2011, Project Leader 

Appointed by Solaire Direct to undertake a basic environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) process for the proposed relocation of an approved, but not yet constructed 

10 MW solar energy facility. Responsible for the management and review of the 

EIA process and finances. 

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) for proposed solar energy facility, 

Onder Rietvlei Farm, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Solaire Direct 

Southern Africa, 07/2010 - 02/2012, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed by Solaire Direct to undertake a basic environmental impact assessment 

process for the proposed construction of a 10 MW solar energy facility. 

Responsible for the compilation of the draft and final reports, public participation 

process, management of specialists and general project management. 

Proposed Paarl Mountain and Ysterbrug pumping main upgrades, Western 

Cape Province, South Africa, Drakenstein Municipality, 06/2010 – 12/2015, 

Environmental Advisor 

The Drakenstein Municipality appointed Aurecon's engineers to investigate and 

plan the proposed upgrade of the Paarl Mountain and Ysterbrug Pumping Scheme. 

The upgrading of the pipelines feeding the Meulwater Water Treatment Works from 

the Bethel and Nantes dams, also part of this scheme, was also investigated. 

Responsible for providing advice on environmental processes required. Other 

responsibilities included the management of the independent environmental 

assessment practitioner and the review of all environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) documentation. 

Environmental sensitivity study (ESS) for a proposed solar energy facility on 

a farm Near Aurora, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Solaire Direct 

Southern Africa, 2010, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed to provide and environmental sensitivity study (ESS) which inter alia 

highlights the potential constraints ('red flags') and opportunities presented by the 

site from an environmental perspective. Responsible for the compilation of the 

ESS. 

Proposed remediation, rehabilitation and restoration of the Spruit, Krom, 

Leeu and Palmiet Rivers, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Drakenstein 

Municipality, 2009 - 2010, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed by the Drakenstein Municipality to undertake the requisite environmental 

impact assessment (EIA) process for the rehabilitation, remediation and 

stabilisation of four rivers in Paarl and Wellington. Responsible for the EIA and 

public participation processes. 

Proposed construction of a new pipeline from Bovlei Winer to Withoogte 

Dam, Wellington, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Drakenstein 

Municipality, 2009 - 2010, Environmental Practitioner 

The Drakenstein Municipality proposed to replace a section of the existing pipeline 

extending from the Withoogte Dam to the Welvanpas Reservoir near Wellington as 

part of the municipality's water master plan in order to improve the overall water 

supply. Responsible for the compilation of the environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) report, management of specialists and the public participation process. 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Proposed erection of Eskom communication sirens and public anouncement 

(PA) systems, Blaauwberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Eskom, 

2009 - 2010, Environmental Practitioner 

The project entailed three environmental impact assessment (EIA) processes for 

the (a) erection of 10 new sirens in the Parklands area, (b) the relocation of one 

siren in Bloubergstrand, and (c) the upgrade of five sirens on farms near 

Melkbosstrand. Responsible for compiling environmental impact assessment (EIA) 

reports, and the public participation process. 

Overberg District Municipality integrated transport plan (ITP) strategic 

environmental informants, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Overberg 

District Municipality, 2009, Environmental Practitioner 

Aurecon's Transportation Unit was appointed to revise the integrated transport plan 

(ITP). The Environmental Unit was subcontracted to provide environmental input. 

Responsible for identifying and describing the relevant informants. 

Annandale Commercial: development of petrol filling station on portion of Erf 

5561, Kuils River, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Communicate, 2009, 

Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed to compile a construction environmental management plan (CEMP) for 

the construction of a filling station on the corner of Gladioli Street and Amandel 

Drive, Kuils River. Responsible for the compilation of the project specification 

document as part of the CEMP. 

Environmental impact assessment (EIA) for the proposed Langezandt Quays 

development in Struisbaai Harbour, Western Cape Province, South Africa, 

Golden Falls (Pty) Ltd, 2008 - Date, Environmental Practitioner 

Aurecon was appointed to undertake an environmental impact assessment (EIA) 

process for the proposed development of a four storey development on Erf 848 

within the Struisbaai harbour precinct. Responsible for drafting responses to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs' independent review report on the proposed 

development. 

Pre-feasibility and feasibility studies for augmenting the Western Cape water 

supply system, South Africa, Department of Water Affairs (DWA), 2008 - 2013, 

Project Staff 

The Department of Water Affairs commissioned pre-feasibility and feasibility 

studies for the augmentation of the Western Cape water supply system through the 

further development of the surface water resources. Surface water schemes to be 

investigated were identified by the Western Cape water supply system 

reconciliation strategy study. Responsible for the public participation process, 

managing environmental specialists, and compiling a socio-economic overview of 

the study area. 

Proposed redevelopment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area: Eerstesteen 

Node, Western Cape Province, South Africa, City of Cape Town, 2008 - 2010, 

Environmental Practitioner 

The project entailed an environmental impact assessment (EIA) process for 

redeveloping the Eerstesteen Conservation Area on the West Coast. Responsible 

for compiling the EIA report, as well as managing specialists and the public 

participation process. 



 

 

 

 

Franci Gresse Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Practitioner 

 

 

Table Mountain Group aquifer feasibility study and pilot project, Western 

Cape Province, South Africa, City of Cape Town, 2008 - 2010, Environmental 

Control Officer 

The City of Cape Town initiated a study into the Table Mountain Group Aquifer as a 

potential water source to augment the city's supply. The feasibility and pilot project 

phase record of decision (RoD) required completion for site-specific environmental 

management plans (EMP's) for drilling sites that were assessed to be 

environmentally sensitive. Site-specific EMP's were designed for sensitive sites to 

ensure minimal environmental impact during the drilling phase. Responsible for 

monitoring compliance with the RoD and EMP during the drilling phase. 

Water reconciliation strategy for the Algoa water supply area, Eastern Cape 

Province, South Africa, 2008 - 2009, Environmental Practitioner 

This project provided an assessment of the environmental opportunities and 

constraints for a suite of water schemes in the Algoa water supply area. This was 

undertaken as part of a broader study in the area. 

Application for rectification in terms of Section 24G of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA) for the unlawful commencement of a 

fruit processing factory on Op de Tradouw Farm, Number 69, Barrydale, 

Western Cape Province, South Africa, Schoonies Family Trust, 2008 - 2009, 

Environmental Practitioner 

The project consisted of an application for rectification in terms of Section 24G of 

NEMA. Responsible for compiling an environmental impact report and an 

environmental management plan (EMP) for the application, as well as managing 

the public participation process. 

Proposed development of apple and pear orchards on Soetmelksvlei Farm, 

Western Cape Province, South Africa, BETCO, 2008 - 2009, Project Staff 

This Agri-development project involved the development of 50 ha of apple and pear 

orchards in the Riviersonderend region. Responsible for compiling the basic 

assessment report, environmental management plan (EMP), and managing the 

specialists and public participation process. 

C.A.P.E. Olifants-Doring Catchment Management Agency project: 

Development of a catchment management strategy water resource protection 

sub-strategy for the Olifants-Doring Catchment, South Africa, CapeNature, 

2008 - 2009, Environmental Practitioner 

Appointed by CapeNature to compile a catchment management strategy water 

resource protection sub-strategy for the Olifants-Doorn catchment. Responsible for 

compiling a database that lists all institutions and their respective mandates in 

terms of water resource protection and biodiversity conservation decision making 

for the Olifants-Doring Catchment, workshop arrangements, and general project 

related work. 

Environmental sensitivity study for the proposed Dasdrif poultry farm in 

Moorreesburg, Western Cape Province, South Africa, Eikenhoff Poultry 

Farms (Pty) Ltd, 2008, Project Staff 

The project consisted of an environmental sensitivity study (ESS) which, inter alia, 

highlighted the potential constraints ('red flags') and opportunities presented by the 

site from an environmental perspective. Responsible for compiling the ESS. 

 


