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LOOKING BEYOND OUR BORDERS FOR ENERGY




	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The South African Development Community (SADC) region has considerable coal and gas resources as well as much hydro-electric potential.  All these energy sources present attractive business opportunities to generate electricity both for South Africa and the other Southern African Power Pool (SAPP) members.
As South Africa’s domestic electricity demand grows and production costs increase, there is a growing potential for electricity imports into the country, with environmental benefits if the hydro capacity is considered. 
Eskom already imports electricity from Mozambique, the DRC (Democratic Republic of the Congo) and at times the other countries in the region. 
Eskom is currently considering being party to various projects in the southern African region. The table below highlights the nature of projects by country and where these projects are in the developmental process:  
	Power Source
	Country
	Stage of project

	Hydro – Power 
	Angola
	Opportunity 

	Coal
	Botswana
	Pre-feasibility

	Hydro - Power
	DRC
	Pre-feasibility

	Hydro - Power
	Mozambique
	Feasibility

	Coal
	Mozambique
	Pre-feasibility

	Gas
	Mozambique
	Pre feasibility 

	Gas
	Namibia
	Feasibility

	Hydro - Power
	Zambia
	Pre-feasibility

	Hydro – Power 
	Zambia
	Opportunity

	Hydro – Power
	Zimbabwe
	Opportunity

	Coal
	Zimbabwe
	Opportunity


Related to these projects is the building of transmission lines across the SADC region.  Without these lines, power would not be transportable and regional power integration would not be possible.  The core party facilitating regional transmission development is the SAPP.  Three planned transmission corridors are under development in the SADC region:  The western corridor (to facilitate power between the DRC, Angola, Namibia, South Africa and Botswana); the central corridor (supporting power flows between Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa and Botswana) and the eastern corridor (supporting power flows between Tanzania, Kenya, Mozambique and South Africa).

There is a concerted effort to address the need for clean power throughout the region.  SADC is blessed with significant hydro, solar and gas potential.  Geothermal capacity has been tapped further north in Kenya and similar capacities will be explored where available.  Ocean current and wave technologies are also being researched along the SADC coast line and progress is being made in this regard.

From the above mentioned projects both in generation and transmission arenas, it is clear that Eskom – together with utilities in other neighbouring countries – are in the process of exploring and developing southern Africa’s capacities to ensure an integrated solution to the region’s electricity needs. 
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Source:  Business Intelligence / Project Development / Enterprises Division

See also:

ES 0007  Eskom and The Southern African Power Pool
For more information on Eskom related topics see the Eskom website (www.eskom.co.za).

Select the Publications tab and List of Fact Sheets.











