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This report (version 1) captures the issues raised by stakeholders during the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) process as well as the application process for a waste license for the expansion and licensing of the waste 
disposal site at the Tutuka Power Station, near Standerton, in Mpumalanga.  

As part of the announcement, a Background Information Document (BID), with a comment and registration sheet 
was posted and distributed by hand on 26 August 2009. An advertisement was placed in various newspapers as 
well as site notices put up in the area of the proposed development during the last week of August 2009. Several 
stakeholders responded to the invitation to raise their concerns and the table below represents those comments. 
 
An Open House Session and Public Meeting were held on 18 November 2009 at the community hall at 
Thuthukani Village to present the findings of the Scoping Phase. Issues raised at the meeting were captured in 
this report, which was available for comment from 11 November to 10 December 2009. 
 
This report will be updated as the EIA unfolds. 
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 COMMENTS, QUESTIONS AND 
ISSUES 

COMMENTATOR(S) SOURCE(S) RESPONSE(S) 

1 Precautions must be taken to prevent pollution 
to streams due to the possible effluent/ rain 
water run-off from the site.  

Mr Neels Vermaak, 
Department of Water Affairs, 
Standerton 

Written response 
to the BID, 7 
September 2009 

This will be investigated during the 
specialist studies and will also be 
addressed in the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP). 

2 Care should be taken as not to pollute the 
tributary of the Leeuspruit that runs near the 
landfill site, because the water of this spruit 
runs to the Grootdraai Dam. The potential 
impact to the Grootdraai Dam will have to be 
quantified as part of the EIA.   

Mr Neels Vermaak, 
Department of Water Affairs, 
Standerton 

Public meeting 
held on 18 
November 2009 
at Thuthukani 
Village 

Mr Konrad Kruger (Zitholele Consulting) 
explained that the prevention of pollution is 
one of the objectives of the EIA being done 
on the proposed extension or construction 
of a new landfill site. The possible impact 
on surface water will be investigated in 
detail during the EIA. 
 

3 At what frequency are bins in Thuthukani 
Village being emptied and when is refuse 
transported to Kriel.  

Ms Anelle Lotter, Zitholele 
Consulting 

Public meeting 
held on 18 
November 2009 
at Thuthukani 
Village 

Mr Johan Venter, (Tutuka Power Station) 
explained that refuse bins in Thuthukani 
Village are being emptied on a daily basis 
and two truckloads per day are taken to the 
Kriel landfill site. Transporting waste to the 
Kriel landfill site is expensive due to the 
distance and it also poses an added safety 
risk due to potential road accidents and 
spillages. 

4 Storm water layout plans must be designed in 
such a way as to avoid any contamination of 
surface and underground water. 

The Director, Environmental 
Impact Management, 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Administration, 
Mpumalanga 

Written response 
to the Draft 
Scoping Report 
on 18 January 
2010 

The waste disposal site designs as well as 
the operations plan and Environmental 
Management Plan will address the storm 
water concern. 

5 The site must be away from any natural water 
courses. 

The Director, Environmental 
Impact Management, 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Administration, 
Mpumalanga 

Written response 
to the Draft 
Scoping Report 
on 18 January 
2010 

Noted.  The site selection and the site 
designs have taken all water features as 
sensitive features to be avoided. 

6 Engineering plans must be submitted to the 
Department of Water Affairs to check the 
geohydrological and geotechnical studies 

The Director, Environmental 
Impact Management, 
Department of Agriculture and 

Written response 
to the Draft 
Scoping Report 

All plans and drawings will be submitted to 
the DWA as part of the Integrated Water 
Use Licence Application. 
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since the height will be between 10 and 15 
metres and the size will be 12 ha. 

Land Administration, 
Mpumalanga 

on 18 January 
2010 

7 All land owners, both private and state, must 
be informed of this project. 

The Director, Environmental 
Impact Management, 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Administration, 
Mpumalanga 

Written response 
to the Draft 
Scoping Report 
on 18 January 
2010 

The existing landfill site is on Eskom 
property and surrounding landowners have 
been informed during the public 
participation process. 

8 Plastic bags from the waste site blows into 
farmlands adjacent to the current site. 

Mr Vosloo, owner of 
Pretoruisvlei Farm, adjacent 
to the land of the power 
station.  

Personal  
telephonic 
communication 
with Me. Lotter 
on 9 November 
2009 

Noted. This issue will be addressed in the 
operational plan for the proposed site and 
was brought to the attention of the Power 
Station in terms of managing the current 
site.  Please note that the waste on site has 
to be covered daily with soil, in order to 
prevent windblown waste. 

9 The community will benefit from this project as 
the waste generated by the community will 
also be dumped on the new site.  The 
community forum therefore supports this 
project due to its benefit to the community. 

Thuthukani Joint Forum Public meeting 
held on 18 
November 2009 
at Thuthukani 
Village 

Noted 










