environmental affairs

Department:
Envirenmental Affairs .
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001- Fedsure Building - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3911 - Fax (+ 2712) 322 2682 _ - _

NEAS Reference: DEAT/EA/1927/2008
DEA Reference: 12/12/20/887
: _ Enquiries: Takalani Maswime
Telephone: 012-310-3780 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mall: TMaswime@environment.gov.za

‘Mr Sebenzile Vilakazi -
Eskom Holdings SOC Limited
P.O. Box 1091
JOHANNESBURG

2000

Telno:  (011) 800 4902
Fax no: (011) 800 3917

E-mail: VilakazS@eskom.co.za
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Mr Vilakazi

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R.385, 386 & 387: CONSTRUCTION OF 6 X
765KV TRANSMISSION POWER LINES BETWEEN THE DELTA AND EPSILON SUB-STATIONS,
LIMPOPO AND NORTH WEST PROVINCES :

With reference to the above applicatiqn', please be advised that the Department has decided to. grant
authorisation.  The environmental authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached
herewith, o ' -

Activities applied for as listed in GN-R.386, items (12) and (16) and -GN R.387, item (2) are no longer
listed in terms of the new Regulations, 2010, and are thus not authorised. '

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

(the Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing

and within 12 (twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's decision in respect of your

application as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the
Regulations. ' o

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulation_sf, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be
followed. This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly include a copy of this
document with the letter of notification to interested and affected parties. '

Should the applicant or any other party wish to appeal any aspect of the decision a notice of intention to
appeal must be lodged by all prospective appeliants with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the

EA, by means of one of the following methods:

By facsimile: 012320 7561;



By post: Private Bag X447,
Pretoria, 0001; or

Byhand:  2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North. Tower,
Cnr. Lilian Ngoyi (Van der Walt) and Pretorius Streets,
Pretoria. :

If the applicant wishes to Iodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to a;:;peal
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what
period, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

Please include the Department {Atfe"nt:on Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations) in the list
of interested and affected parties, notified through your notification Ietter to interested and affected
parties, for record purposes.

_Agp_gals must be submitted in' writing to: |

Mr T Zwane, Senior Legal Admiriistraﬁon Officer (Appeals), of this Department at the above mentioned
addresses or fax number. Mr Zwane can also be contacted at:

Tel:  012-310-3929
‘Email: tzwane@environment.gov.za

The authorised activity/ies shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.  Further, please note that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the
authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals
‘procedure.

Yours sincerely

Mr Mark Gordon
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authonsatlons
Department of Environmental Affairs

- Date: 16 November 2012

CC: | Mr Tsépo Lepono - PBA International Fax (011) 726 3134

+ | Mr Moses Mahlangu Margen Industrial Services _ Fax: (013) 656 2233
Ms T Malungani LEDET o Fax: (015) 295 5015
Mr Steve Mukhola _ | DACERD ; Fax: (018) 389 5006
Mr T Zwane .| Appeals Authority (DEA) Fax: (012)3207561
Mr S Malaza : Compliance Monitoring (DEA) Fax: (012)-320-5744



APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE REGULATIONS) AS PER
GN R.543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVlRONMENTAL AUTHORlSATION (EA) '

APPLICANT

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs)

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority (the
Department of Environmental Affairs [DEA]).

~ Receive EA from Applicant/Consultant.

2. Within 12 days of date of the EA notify all IAPs of the EA
and draw their attention to their right to appeal against

N/A.

the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the Regulations.

3. If you want to appeal against the EA, 'submit a nofice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA
with the Minister of Water and Enwronrnenlal Affairs (the
Minister).

If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs (the Minister).

4. After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal

to the Minister, provide each registered |AP with a copy |

of the notice of intention to appeal wﬂhm 10 days of
lodging the notice.

After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal to
the Minister, provide the applicant with & copy of the notice of
mtentlon to appeal within 10 days of lodging the notice.

5. The Applicant must also serve on each IAP:
e anotice indicating where and for what period the .
appeal submission will be available for inspection.

Appellant must also serve on the Applicant within 10 days of |
lodging the notice,
» anotice indicating where and for what period the appeal
~ submission will be available for inspection by the
applicant.

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the Minister

within 30 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days -

provided for the lodging of the notice of intention to
appeal.

The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within 30 days
after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the
lodging of the notice of intention to-appeal.

| 7. Any IAP who received a notice of intention to appeal
may submit a responding statement to that appeal to the
Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal
submission was Iodggd with the Minister. :

An Applicant who received notice of intention to may submit a
responding statement to the appeal to the Minister within 30
days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged

- NOTES:

1. An appeal against a dec:slon must be lodged w+th

- with the Minister.

a) the Minister of Water and Environmentél Affairs. If the decision was |ssued by the Director- General of the Department of
Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Depariment of Water Affairs and the decision
was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Enwmnmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her

capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

2. An appeal lodged with:-

a) the Minister of Water and Enwronmentai Affatrs must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;
b) the Minister of Justice and Constutuhonal Development must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;

3. Anappeal must be:-
a) submitted in writing;
b) accompanied by: .
o astatement setting out the grounds of appeal;

o supporting documentation which is referred to In the appeal; and
o astatementthat the appelfant has complied with regulatnon 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the notices referred to in

regulation 62,




® environmental affairs

Dspartment:

Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA -

Environmental Authorisation

In terms of regulation 37 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006

Construction of 6 X 765kV Transmission Power Lines between the Delta and Epsilon Sub-
stations, Limpopo and North-West Provinces -

Waterberg, Bojanala Platinum, Central and Southern District Municipalities

Authorisation register number: | 12/12/20/887
[ NEAS reference number: DEAT/EIA/1927/2008
Last amended: | First issue |

Holder of authorisation:

ESKOM HOLDINGS SOC LIMITED

Location 'of activity:

LIMPOPO AND NORTH-WEST
PROVINCES: Within the Moses
Kotane, ngthlengﬂvfer,' Ditsobotla,
Venrérsdorp, - Potchefstroom and
Cty of Matiosana Local

Municipalities

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any

pther statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.

7,



. Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/887 & DEAT/EIA/1927/2008

Decision

The Depariment is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake
the activities specified below.

‘Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation rﬁay result in ciminal prosecution or other actions
provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the EIA regufations. |

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.
- Activities authorised

- By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107
of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Department. hereby

authoris_es -
ESKOM HOLDINGS SOC LIMITED
with the following contact details -

Mr Sebenzile Vilakazi

~ Eskom Holdings SOC Limited

P.O. Box 1091

JOHANNESBURG

2000 . | T

Tel:  (011)8004902
Fax; (011) 800 3917
E-mail: VilakazS@eskom.co.za




Department of Environmental Affairs

Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/887 & DEAT/EIA/1927/2008

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity”):

Listed activities

; ActMtyIPrOJect description’

GNR. 386 /tem 12:

The transformation or removs of indigenous vegetat;on of 3 hectares or more or
of any size where the transformation or removal would occur w:tmn a critically
endangered or an endangered ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the
National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act no. 10 of 2004)

GNR. 387 ltem 10);

The construction of facilities or infrastructurs, including assoc:ated structures or
infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of above gmund electricity with
a capacity of 120 kilovolts or more.

GNR. 387 Item 1 (m):

The construction of fecilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or |
infrastructure, for any purpose in the one in ten year fiood linie or a river or stream,

or within 32 metres from the bank of a river or stream where the flood line is

unknown, excluding purposes associated -with existing residential use, but

including - | '

(i) - canals;

-'(ﬂj channels;

(i) bridges;

(iv) - dems; and

(v)  werirs.

GNR 387 Item 15:

'The construcﬁon of a road that is wider than 4 metres or that has a reserve wider
than 6 metres, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity |

or which are access roads of less than 30 metres long.

- for the construction of 6 X 765k transmission power lines for approximately 360 km from the Delta

Sub-station near Lephalale within the Lnrnpopo Provmce to the proposed Epsrlon Sub-statron near
Potchefstmom within the North West Province, with one of the 765kV power lines replaced by a 400kV

“power line and diverted to terminate at a new Mogwase Sub-station near Sun City, as described in the
Final Environmental impact Report (FEIR) dated October 2009 and the Addendums to the FEIR, within
- the jurisdiction of the Moses Kotane, Kgethlengrivier, Ditsobotla, Ventersdorp, Potchefstroom and City

of Matlosana Local Municipalities in the Limpopo and North West Provinces, hereafter referred to as

“the property”.




- Department of Environmentél Affairs

Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/887 & DEAT/FIA/1927/2008

Routes for the power lines will be on the basis of the two corridor option of three power lines uﬁlising
~ Corridor C_B3 and Corridor D, which are the prefenéd corridors. Corridor C_B3 and Corridor D will
terminate near the proposed Epsilon Sub-station in -Potchefétroom at the farms Leeuwfontein 350 IP
and Syferfontein 351 IP, respectively. The two lines will join at farm Krdqmdraai and run on one
corridor along the 'e'xisti'ng 400KV Hermes-Pluto power lines in the southerly direction to Site A (Epsilon
Sub-station). ‘ | |

The technical sgcificatibnls for the transmission lines include the following:

e Servitude width of 240 m (80 X 3) for each corridor. |

o 3 x 765KV (AC) power lines (Delta-Epsilon) + 2 x 600kV (or 800kV) HVDC Ilnes (Delta-Epsilon) +
x 400KV line (Delta-Mogwase) '

e The line consists of 50 m hrgh cross-rope suspension or Guyed-V towers with bend towers, or self
supportrng towars will be used on bends greater than 3 degrees and at locations on difficult terrain.

e A buffer of 500 m on e.ither side of the 240 m servitude will be required to enable site specific
deviation to take place. ‘ '

 The granting of this environmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below,

Conditlions

Scope of authorisation

1. Authorisation is granted for Corridor C-B3 aﬁd Corridor D (as arnended- and described in Section
17 of the FEIR._ Appendix 1-9 and 1-10-of Volume | of the FEIR and as indicated in Mapé 1-6in
Appendix IV = 14 of Volume IV of the FEIR and in the Addendums to the FEIR dated November
2011) as preferred corridor alterhatives; power line alternative 3 X 765ki/'(AC_) power lines and 2
X 600KV (or 800kV) HVDC lines (to Epsilon Sub-station) and 1 x 400KV (AC) power line
(terminating at Mogwase Sub—stahon) as the preferred power line alternatwes and two separate
corridors of three lines each as the preferred power line combmatlon

2. The termination point for Corridor C-B3 will be at the Farm Leeuwfontein 350 IP and Corridor D will
terminate at the Farm Syferfontein 351 1P, which are on the northern border of Epsilon stud} area
(Site A on Farm Eleazer 277 1P) and run on one corridor along the existing 400kV Hermes-Pluto
power lines in the _southerlj{ direction to Site A (Epsilon Sub-station preferred site).




Department of En\nronmental Affairs
Enwronmenlal Authorisation Reg. No. 12/1 2!20!88? & DEAT/EIA/1927/2008

Authonsatlon of the activity is subject fo the conditions contained in thus authorisation, which form
part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.
The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions

contained in this environmental authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder's

behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, servant,. contractor, sub-contractor employee,
consultant or person rendenng a service fo the holder of the authorisation,

The activities which are authorised may only be carried out at the property indicated above and as
indicated in the FEIR, dated October 2009 and all addendums o the FEIR

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set in this authorisation must be
approved in wn'tih‘g, by the Department before such change"s or deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the De partment may request such mformat:on as
it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of
the regulations. |
These activities must commence within a period of five (5) years from the date of issue. If
commencement of the activities does not occur within that period, the authonsahon lapses and a
new apphcatlon for envlronmental authonsation must be made in order for the activity to be
undertaken.

Commencement with one actmty hsted in terms of this authorisation constltutes cemmencement of
all authorised activities.

The holder of an environmental authonsanon has the responsibility to notify the competent
autharity of any alienation, transfer and change of ownership rights in the property on which the
activity is to take place.

Notification of authorisation

10 The holder of the authonsahon must notify every registered [nterested and affected party, in writing

11.

and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of the

decision to authorise the activity.

The notification referred to must -

111 specify the date on which the authorisation was issued; o

11.2 inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter 7 of
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2010:




. Department of Enwronmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg, No. 12/1 2/20/887 & DEAT/EIA/1927/2008

11.3

114

advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on
request; and
give the reasons for the decision.

Management of the activity

12. The Draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP) submitted as part of the application for

13,

“environmental authorisation must be amended and submitted to the Department for written

approval prior to commencement of the activity. The recommendations and mitigation measures
recorded in the EIR dated October 2009 must be incorporated as part of the EMP. Once

‘approved, the EMP must be implemented and adhered fo.

The amended EMP must also include the following:

13.1

13.2
13.3

134

135

13.6

13.7

All mitigation measures recommended in the Addendums to the FEIR must be included in -

the final EMP and should be implemented by the applicant and contractors.

The requirements and conditions of this authorisation.

A plant rescue and protection plan which allows for the maximum transplant of conservation
irhpoﬂant species from areas to be transformed. This plan must be compiled by a
vegetation specialist familiar with the site in consultation with the ECO and be implemented
prior to commencement of the constmction phase.

An open space management plan to be lmplemented dunng the construction and Operatlon
of the facility. B

A re-vegetation and héb'rtat rehabilitation plan to be implemented during the construction
and operation of the facility including timeframes for restoration which must indicate
rehabilitation within the'shortest possible time after compfetlon of construction activities to
reduce the amount of habitat convened at any one time and to speed up the recovery to

- natural habitats.

An alien invasive management plan to be implemented during construction and operation of
the facility. The plan must include mitigation measures to reduce the invasion of alier
species and ensure that the continuous momtonng and removaI -of alien species is

_undertaken.

A storm water management plan to be implemented during the ‘construction and opération
of the facility. The plan must ensure compliance with applicable regulations and prevent off-
site migration of contaminated storm water or increased soil erosuon The plan must include
the construction of appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface




Department of Environmental Affairs
_ Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/887 & DEAT/EIA/1927/2008

14,

15.
16.

17.

18.

movement of water along drainage lines so as not to im'pede'nalu ral surface and subsurface
flows. Drainage measures must promote the 'dis;sipation of storm water run-off,

138 An. effective -monitoring system to detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous
substances during their transportaﬁon, handling, use and"sto_rage. This must include

precautionary measures to imit the possibility of oil and other toxic liquids from entering the

soil or storm water systems.
13.9 Measures to protect hydrologlcal features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, dams
‘and their catchments, and other environmental sensitive areas from construction impacts
inﬁ:luding the direct or iﬁdirect Sp_illége of poliuﬁnts. .
The abproved EMP must be implemented and strictly enforced during all phases of the project. It
shall be seen as a dynamic document and shall be included in all contract documentation for all
phaseé of the clevélopm'ent when approved. | '
Changes to the EMP, which _aré environmentally defendable, shall be submitted to this Department
for acbepiance before such changes may be effected or implemented.
The Department reserves the right to request amendments to the'EMP. should any impacts' that
were not anticipated or covered in the EIR be discovered.
The provisions of the approved EMP including the mitigation measures identified in the EIR and
specialist’ studies shall be an extension of the-cdnditions of this EA-and therefore _nonoompliénce
with them shall constitute noncompliance with the EA, | |
The holder of this authorisation must appoint | qualified vegetation, avifauna and heritage
specnahsts to- ground- -truth every infrastructure footprint and their recommendaluon must be
included in the EMP to be subm|tted to the department for approval.

Monitoring

19.

20.
21

22.

The holder of this authorisation must appoint an independent Environmental Control Officer
(ECO) with experience or expertise in the field for the construction phase of the development. The
ECO will have the .respOnsibiIity to ensure that the conditions referred to in this authorisation are
implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP. '

The ECO must be appointed before corﬁmencement of any authorised activity.

Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO 'must be submitted to- the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

The ECO must remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation
due to construction damage, are completed and the s'ite is ready for operation.
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23, The ECO must:

231

232

233
234
23.5

23.6

23.7

Keep record of all activities on. site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO. ' '

Keep and maintain a detailed incident (including spillage of bitumen, fuels, chemicals, or.

any other materiah and complaint register on site indicating how these issues were
addressed, what rehabilitation measmes were tai(en ‘and what preventative measures
were implemented to avoid re-occurrence of incidents/complaints. |

Keep and maintain a daily site diary. | |

Keep copies of all reports su britted to the Department.

Keep and maintain a schedule of current site activities mcludmg the momtonng of such
activities. . , '
Obtain and keep record of all documentatlon ‘permits, licences and authonsatlons such as
waste disposal certificates, hazardous waste landf Il site Iacences etc. required by this
facmty.l

Compile & monthly monitoring report.

Recording and reporting to the Department

24. The holder of this authorisation must keep all records relating to monitoring and auditing on site

and make it available for inspection te any relevant and competent authority in'respect of this

development.

25. All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and not:ﬁcahons required to be

submitted to the Department In terms of this authorisation, must be submitted to the Director:

Comp!fance Momfonng at the Department

. Commencement of the activity

26. The authorised activityl shall not corﬁmenoe within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the

authorisation.

27. An appeal under section 43 of the National_E’n{:ironmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of

1998 (as amended), does not suspend an environmental authorisation or exemption, or any

previsions or conditions attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minister, MEC or delegated -

organ of state directs otherwise.
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28,

29.

30.

Should you be notified by the Minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you may not commence with the activity until such time that the Minister allows you to

commence with such an actrwty in wntmg

The holder of this authorisation must obtain a Water Use Lacence Authorisation (WULA) from the

Deparlment of Water Affairs (DWA) prior to the commencement of the project should the holder

_impact on any wetland or water resource. A copy of the license must be submitted together with

notice for commencement to the Director: Enwronmenta! Impact Eva!uatron at the Department for
record purposes. _

The holder of this authorisation must -ob'tain the appropriate permits from the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for the removal of plants listed in the National Forest
Act and from the relevant provincial department for the destructlon of species protected in terms of
the specific provincial leglslatlon A copy/ies of the permlt;’s must be submitted together with notice
for commencement to the Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations at the Department for
record purposes ' |

Notification to authorities

31

Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Depaltment that the activity will commence,
Commencernent for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The notice must
include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence. This notification period
may comclde with the Notice of Intent to Appeal period, within which construction may not

DOITI mence.

Operation of the activity

32.

33.

Fourtesn (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity operational
phase will commence,

The holder of this authorisation must compile an.operational EMP for the operational phase of the

~activity or alternatively, if the holder has an existing-operational environmental management

system, it must be amended to include the operation of the authorised activity.
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- Site closure and decommissioning

34.

Should the activity ever oease' or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake the required

actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant lega!l requirements

administered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.

Specific conditions

CbrridorICB 3

35.

36.

B

Al re-alignments and deviations of the transmission lines indicated on pages 152-160 in the FEIR

dated October 2009 and the subsequent Addendums to the EIR are accepted.
The route alignment of the transmission power lines at Millvale Private Retreat must be along the

eastern boundary (i.e. Deviation 2) as indicated on page 5 of the Addendum to the FEIR for the
revtew of the corridor alignment at Millvale Private Retreat, Koster:

The corridor route must be re- allgned to run along farm boundanes at the Farms Bulhoek 389 JP,

Dwarspruﬂ 393 JP and Amonville 399JP.

Corridor D

38.

39,

40.

41.

All re-alignments and dévi_ations "c:f l_he transmission lines indicated on pages 160-174 in the 'FEIR
dated October 2009 and the subsequent Addendums to the FEIR are accepted.

'The alighmént of the power lines must avoid the high ground to the south west of the Pilanesberg

International Airport thereby not entering nor penetrating the protection surfaces as depicted in the
Map in the Addendum to EIR for the review of Cwu! AVIa‘lIOH Authonty (CAA) alignment near
Pilanesberg Internatlonal Airport.

The route alignment of the power lines at the African Exploswes Limited (AEL) must run along the
western boundary of AEL property and the R510 as deplcted on Figure 4 in the Addendum to EIR
dated Novernber 2011. _ |

The routing of transmission lines af the Pilanesberg International Airport must be routed south-
wés_‘t of the high ground in order to avoid the protection surface.

10
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42.

43

44,

45.

46.

The buffer area must be increased to accommodate requests from affected landowners and to
allow some latitude in the placing of the power lines as depicted on*Meps in Volume IV of the FEIR
dated October 2009. .

The power lines must avoid the “No Go” heritage areas on Boekenhoutfontein and Selonskraal
(Molok%ne). Avoidance. of these areas must ensure that these heritage resources are not
physically or visually impacted by the power lines. |

‘The eastem route alignment set out in 9(v) on page 47 and as depicted on a Map in Appendix 6 of

the Addendum to EIR for the Review of Corridor Alignment at Roodewal Road, Derby, dated June
2010 is approved. . | : '

Eskom must complete the determination of the final alignment of transmission lines at the Rainbow
Chickens property at Roodewal 332 IQ, Portions 8, 15 and 17, through further consultation with

- Rainbow Chickens. Once the final alignment has been determined, it must be submitted to the

Department for approvél. _ :

Eskom in consultation with the Rainbow Chickens must develop tightly quarantine and movement
access/control measures to avoid any bio-security risks due to human activities during the
construction and operation phases. The Quarantine Management Plan must be included in the
Final EMP, o

Land acquisition and Resettlement

47.

48.

49.

50.

This development is authorised on condition that Eskom acquires the necessary servitude for both
corridors of the transmission lines. Eskom must négqtiate with all affected landowners within the
preferred corridors prior to commencing with construction. Proof of negotiation \ﬁth affected
landowners must be made available oh'request to the DEA. _

Any fou_te adjustment outside the corridor necessitated by local circumstances must be reported to

the DEA in writing. Construction of the transmission lines shall only commence once such route

re-alignments have been accepted by the DEA.

Power lines muét be re-alignéd to avoid dwellings and other structures. However, where
relocation is unavoidable, the applicant must ensure that relocation is properly explained to the
affected communities: “The applicant must appoint a social specialist to conduct spot checks to
assess whether a fair process is bemg followed and that the affected property owner/tenant is fully
informed of the process. _

The applicant must compile a detailed and structured Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) prior to !he
start of construction based on Eskom’s Policy, but also in line with Woﬂd s Best Practice, such as

1
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the International Finance Corporation’s Safeguard Policies. - The RAP must be developed,
implemented, and people resettied, before construction start in the vicinity of their original
homesteads. The final RAP must be submitted for record keeping purposes to the Department

prior to construction.

Hazardous Waste

8

52.

83.

Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in compliance to the applicable
regulations and safety instructions. Hazardous substances must not be stored where there could

 be accidental leakage into water resources (rivers, streams, wetiands, etc.).

Eskom must ensure that all waste control and the location of fuel storage areas, hazardous

materials (oils,' chemicals; and cement), waste Etorage areas, ablution and latrines and any other

potentially po'lluting activities are 100 m away from wetlands, river or stream to avoid _any'pollution. "
Eskom must ensure that an effective rhonitoring system is put in place to detect any leakage or

spillage of all hazardous substances. "

Fauna and Flora

54.

55.

56.

57.
~ Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) before their removal.

During the detailed design phase of the project once the pylon positions have been identified, a
detailed walk-through of all the final corridor must be undertaken by the biodiversity, avifauna, Iﬁre
risk, heritage, agriculture and social impacts specialists so that they can advise as to the best -
locations for the pylons in terms of their field of expertise. |

A Search and Rescue (S&R) operation of all the Red Data as well as rare endangered plants must

"be undertaken on the exact spots selected on which the pylons will be erected by a suitably

qualified botanist. All plants present must be surveyed and collected for documentation for the
South National Biodiversity Institute (SANBYI) and those which are rare and threatened species
shall be moved to nurseries for re-establishment after construction and/or relocated to protected

areas:

‘Vegetation cleaﬁng must be restricted strictly to the servitude. No vehicle or pedestrian traffic shall

be allowed outside of the 240 m (80 x 3) servitude.

Removal of indigenous prbtectéd trees must be carried out with a permit from the Department of
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58.

58

60.

61.

62.

All protécted trees must be identified and marked by the ECOIEcoIogisl during a final walk-fhrough
prior to commencmg with construcllon The ECO shall keep record of a list of all identified
protected trees. _

All sections of power line running through hatural grassland, where the core of the national
breeding populatfon of Yellow-throated Sandgrouse is resident must be marked with suitable Bird
Flight Diverters on the earth-wire. | |

All sections of power line passing over or adjacent to pans ~dams and weﬂands must be clearly
marked on the earth wires with a smtable marking devuce (this to avmd bird colhswns with the
canductors and earthwlre)

Eskom must ensure that all disturbed areas are re-vegetated using either specified indigenous

'seed mix where appropriate and/or vegetation removed from other stable sites within the site.

If any rare, endangered or protected faunal species are encountered during construction, the ECO
must be contacted and the species must be relocated.

Other Conditiohs

63.

Eskom must ensure that all élignment qf power lines along the farms must not affect the safety of

b helicopter take-off and the landing.

64.

65.

66.

- 67.

68.

Construcnon workers must not use any streams and rivers for ablutlon and washing clothing and
utensils during the oonstructxon phase.

Existing access roads must be used to access routes and limit vehicle movements within the
servitude to existing tracks to avoid further impacting on the study area.

Construction of new/temporary bridges as part of access roads across non-perennial streams and
larger rivers is prohibited. | _ |

Eskom must ensure that no construction camps, dumping or stockpllmg of construction material is
allowed in the stream and associated riparian area.

The transmission lines must be placed to avoid Site 1 and 2 of Arbhaeological Impact Assessment
Phase | Report dated Decembef 2008 and all the heritage sites designated as “No GO” areas. |f
stone walls canncil be avoided, these sites must be subjected to Phase Il investigationé by an
archaeologist accredited with the Association for Southern African Profes#ional Archaeologists
(ASAPA). |

13
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69.

70.

71.

72.

‘The monument that is associated with the Battle of Kleinfontein must be avoided. If the

monument, which can also be conserved beneath the power line, has to be moved, it must be
shifted to a location where it is accessible to the public, tourists Iand. other interested individuals or
groups as it hold sducational, emotional and other values. ' '

No temporary site camps shall be allowed outside the footprint of the development area as the
establishment of such struc_ture's. may trigger a listed activity as defined in the NEMA Regulations,
Government Notice R 544, R 545 and R 546 0f 2010. | |

An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
minimisation and must incorporate re‘ductidn, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate.
Any solid waste shall be disposed of at 2 landfil licensed in terms of Section 20 (b) of the.Nationai
Environmental Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008).

At the time of the requirement of the HVDC power lines for this project, 'a-separate Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) must be undertaken to investigate and assess the health and safety
aspects, including the HVDC field effects, to ensure that all safety considerations have been met
with.

General

73.

- 714,

A copy of this authorisation must be kept at fhe property wheré the activity will be undertaken. The
authorisation must be"p_roduced to any authorised official of the Department who requests to see it
and must be made available for inspection by any employee or agent of the holder of the
authorisation who worké or undertakes work-at the property. | |

The holder of the authorisation must notify both the Director: Integrated Environmental
Authorisations and the Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Department, in writing and within 48
(forty- eight) hours, if any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any
notification in terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance.
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75. National government, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of
the conditions of this authorisation dr any other public authority shall not be held responsible for
any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in title in-any instance where
constkuction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for
reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this
document or any other subsequent document emanating from the"se conditions of authorisation.

Date of envuronmental authorisation: 16 November 2012 2012

L

Mr Mark Gordon :
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Information considered In making the decision

in reaching its decision, the Department took, infer alia, lhe following into oonsideration .

a) The information contalned in the FEIR, dated October 2009 and Addandums to the FEIR;

b) The comments received from interested and affected parties and included in the EI'R dated
‘October 2009; ‘

¢) Mitigation measures as proposed in the F EIR dated October 2009 and the' EMP;

d) The information contained in the speualust studies contained in the EIR dated October 2009 and

e) The ob;ectwes-and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including section 2
of the National Environm_ental_Manag_emént Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998). |

2. Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into actount in the Department's consideration
of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most
significance is set out below. '

a) The findings of all the specialist studies conducted, identified issues and the recommended
‘mitigation measures which were deemed to be acceptable. |
'b) The need for the proposed development is in order to transmit the power received from the
Mmamabula and Medupi power stations to load centres in the Rustenburg/Brits area, Gauteng and
further south in Epsilon Sub-station. | .
c¢) The major benefit of the project is to ensure that there is sufficient transmission of electricity to
. sustain the country’s economic growth :
d) The meihodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the EIR dated October 2009
' and the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.
e) A sufficient public participation process was undertakén and the applicant has satisfied the
minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA regulations, 2006 for public involvement,
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4 Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following

findings -

a) The identification and asséssm.enl of impacts are detailed in the EIR dated October 2009 and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

b) The procedure foliowed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

c) The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified

impacts.

In view of the above.; the Department is satisfied that, subjé,ct to compliance with the conditions
contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed ac_tivity will not cdnﬂicl with the general
objectives of integrated envirqnmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
- Environmental Management Act, 1998 and: that any poteritially defrimental environmental impac{s
resulting from the propased activity can be mitigated {o aéceptabie levels. The application is
accordingly grantéd. '




