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ZG¥ eonvironment & tourism
Yo Remull  Deparment

Gl d  Environmental Afairs and Touripm
4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Privag Bag X447, Preforia, 0001 + Fedaure Buliting, 515 Prelorius Streel, Prelada, 0002, Tel: (4271293 I SB11 Pax: {v27 12) 322 2602

Ref: 12/12/20/782 & 12/12/20/824 .
Tel: (012) 310 3031 Fax: (012) 320 7539 e-mail: mitene@deat.gov.za
' : Enquiries: Ms Mosili Ntere '

Ms Carol Streaton

Eskormn Holdings Limited: Transmission Division
P.O Box 10381

JOHANNESBURG

2000

Fax: (011) 800 3817
Dear Ms Streaton

RECORD OF DECISION FOR PROJECT REFER|!NGE 1227200782 &

12/12/20/828: THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSiD ESKOM HOLDINGS

LIMITED: TRANSMISSION DIVISION, HYDRA-PERSEU! 765KV POWER LINE,

BETA -PERSEUS 2 X 765KV POWER LINES AND THE EXPANSION OF
\ PERSEUS SUBSTATION TO INCLUDE A 765KV HIGH VC L TAGE YARD,

Your application for authorisafion, in terms of section 22 of the Environment
Conservation Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989) in respect ¢ an activity identified in

terms of section 21 of the Act, of 27 October 2004 regarding the above matter refers.
This department and the provincial departments of the Free !tate and Northemn Cape
has evaluated the environmental impact report dated 10 October 2008, the

addendum report dated 15 November 2006 and the secori| addendum report dated
23 May 2007 and has considered your application. ‘

By virtue of the power delegated to me in terms of section 13(1) of the Environment
Conservation Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989) | hereby, in tenis of section 2:2(3) of the
Act, authorise: : :

* ltem 1: The construction, erection or upgrading of-
o ( &) facilities for commercial electricity generalion with an output of at
least 10 megawatts and infrastructure for bulk supply;
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Enclosed please find the record of decision and the coiiditions under which your
application is authorised. ‘ ‘

Appeals must comply with the provisions of regulation 11 &' the environmental impact
g, ment regulations, (Government Notices No, R. 1152 and 1183 of 5 September
1997), which reads as follows: :

(1) An appeal to the Minister or the provinciat authority 1, nder section 35(3) of the
act must be done in writing within 3p days from the di e on which the record of
decision was issued to the applicant in terms of regulat ipn 10(1);

(2) An appeal must set out all the facts as well as the graninds of appeal, ang must
be accompanied by all relevant documents or copies of them,

(3) An appeal questionnaire may be used in the lodiing of an appeal. It is
obtainable from the department's offices at: :

Mr PKM Retief, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3715, PRa‘tief@dea“t.gov.za
or .

Mr H Grove, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, . |Grové@deat.gov.za.

ment of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
signed by: L MeCourt
Designation: Chief Director, Env, Impact Management

Date: 99 \?5\ poerk

CC: Ms Jaana-Maria Rall ARCUSS GIBR Fax: (O11) 807 5670
Ms Basani Mkhombo DTEC Fax: (04 11») 831 3530
Mr Realeboha Khadi DTEEA Fax: (05']) 400 4811
Mr Pierre Retief DEAT
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RECORD OF DECISION

RECORD OF DECISION FOR PROJECT REFERENCE 12/12/20/71}2 AND 12/12/20/828; THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITEL!; TRANSMISSION DIVISION
HYDRA - PERSEUS 765Kv, BETA — PERSEUS 2 X 765KV AN[) THE EXPANSION OF THE

EXISTING PERSEUS 400KV SUBSTATION TO INCLUDE A NEW BECTION FOR THE 765KV
INTEGRATION '

By virtue of the power delegated by the Minister in terms of section 3% 1) Envirohment Conservation
Act, (Act 73 of 1888) (“the Act’), | hereby, in terms of section 22(3) it the Act, authorise Eskom
Heldings Limited: Transmission Division (Hereafier refarred to as Eskn'l) to undertake the activities
specified/ detailed below subject to the indicated canditions.

1. DESCRIPTION, EXTENT AND LOGATION OF THE ACTIVITY:

The development falls within the Free State Province and Nori! krn Cape Provinee, between
the towns of Dealesville and De Aar and consists of the following r.omponents:

= the extension of the Parsaus 400kV Transmission substation near Dealesville to construct
@ new 763KV high voltage yard (50ha) as shown on the layout drawing contsined in
Appendix 3 of the final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) danizd 10 October 2006;

« the construction of 2 x 768kV Transmission power lingi (13km) between Perseus
substation and Beta substation, both near Dealesville, along the final propesed alignment
as shown on the study area map (Map 1 of 2) included in the liecond Addendum Report to
the EIR dated 23 May 2007, Appendix 6 and the coordinate lin| described in Appendix 7

s the construction of 1 X 785kV Transmission power line betwilen Perséus substation near
Dealesville and Hydra substation near De Aar (296km), alony the final proposad alignment
as shown on the study area maps (Maps 1 and 2 of 2) inclugipd in the Second Addendum
Report to the EIR dated 23 May 2007, Appendix 6 and the coordinate list described in
Appendix 7, :

» the servitude width required for the construction of the powel line is 80m per 785KV line
with a separation of 80m from centre line to cantre line where: he 765kV line is constructed
parallel to any ofher power line, ,

All the proposed power lines and substation expansion is re thired as part of the Cape
Strengthening programme,

2. KEY FACTORS INFORMING THE DECISION:

In reaching its decision in respect of the application, the Departm int hag taken, inter allz, the
following information into consideration: ,

the environmental Scoping Report dated 4 May 2006;

the addendum to the environmental Scoping Report (Final Rej brt) dated 21 August 2008:
the Environmental Impact Repart (EIR) dated 10 October 2004

all specialist reports and recommend ations included In the EIR Hlated 10 October 2006:
the Addendum to the EIR - Public Participation Process Repat! dated 15 November 2008;
the Second Addendum to the EIR dated 23 May 2007;

comments received from the provincial envirenmental departr ‘ents of the Free State and
Northern Cape on the various repars: and

e the requirement placed on Eskom by Govemment and the el diricity users of South Africa

1o ensure a secure supply of electricity io the country as a wholi,
ek
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In reviewing this information, the Departrrent made the following fir (fings:
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¢ the proposed development is part of Eskom's new capacity installation programme and is
infended fo meet the future electricity demands of the chIntry south of De Aar, which
inciudes the Eastern, Seuthern, We atern and Northern Capu provinces:

* the pumese of the proposed Trapsmissian power lines ind substation expansion at
Perseus substation is ta facilitate the transfer of available ba iz lpad generation capacity to
the grid and to further supply this additional capacity in sucl a way as to improve security
of supply in the national grid system in its entiraty:

* the proposed development is compatible with the environmey |t the development traverses;

* specific environmental spacialist studies were commissionac 28 part of the ehvirohmental
Impact assessment process and it was found that the impiet of this development was
acceptable;

¢ the sensitive areas In the study area have been identifier in relation to the proposed
development and effort was made to ensure the route anil site options with the (east
environmental impact was chosen;

* itis envisagad that should the recommendations and the mitis ation measures contained in
the EIR and specialist studies dated 10 October 2006, the & |cond Addendum to the EIR
dated 23 May 2007, and the conditions as stipulated in this re ord of decision be complied
with, the negative environmentg) impact of this activity will be rinimlsed where it cannot be
avoided altogether: and

» based on the above, the Depariment's conclusion is that this activity will riot lead o any
Substantial detrimental impact on the environment, that polential detrimental impacts
resulting from this activity ean he mitigated to acceptable levi 5 and that the principleg of
sectlon 2 of NEMA can largely be upheld,

The Department has accordingly decided to grant Eskom Holilhgs Limited: Transmission
Divigion authorisation in terms of Regulations R 1182 and R 118% [rs amended), pramulyated
under section 21, 22 and 28 of the Environment Conservation Aci iAct 73 of 1989), subject to
the conditions and provisions listed below,

CONDITIONS

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTWITY

i\ ired by the preject and ag
listed in Schedule 1, regulation R. 1 182 and deseribed in the EIR da l=d 10 October 2006:

The authorisation applles in respect of the following activities req

e ltem 1: The construction, erection or upgrading of-
o ( a) faciliies for commercial electricity generation with o output of at feast 10
megawaits and infrastructure for bulk supply:

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS
Environmental Management Plan (EMP)

In addition to the Generic EMPs for Transmission power line ar i substation construction
included In the Addendum to the EIR dated 15 November 2006, hppendix 4, Eskom must
submit a site specific construction EMP, which covers all activities ¢ | the construction process
and environmental attributes of the construction sites, to DEAI' for acceptance before
comrmencement of any of the activities related to this authorisation. "'he EMP must include but
not be limited 1o the following aspects:

C A\
2 (}N
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¢ Rehabllitation of all areas disturbed during the construction | l'ase of the project. No exotic
plant species may be used for rehablilitation purposes. Orly indigenous plants may be
utilised where vegetative materlal is required for rehabilitation purposes,

* Siing and management of construstion camps, ablution arv| housing facilities as well ag
material storage areas used by the contractor. All work areay must be supplied with proper
ablution facilities.

¢ Management and rehabilitation of access roads to individusi construction areas that will
not become permanent roads upaen completion of constructiin. Any new permanent road
constructed for access purposes outside of the proposed «libstation sites must comply
with the relevant SANS cades and pemmission for construction must be obtained from
DEAT as raquired by Scheduls 1, ftemn 1 (d) of R. 1182,

¢ Waste aveidance, minimisation and disposal of waste at an appropriate facility.

* A site specific plan for the protection of any heritage sites lose to the site likely to be
impacted by the development or should such sites be fould during any phase of the
project to fallow,

s Management of fraffic during the construction phase of 1e development where the
servitude access roads and other transportation networks intsi sect.

» A fire management plan for implementation on site.

= Implementation of site specific erosion and sediment control n IFAsUres during construction
and the maintenance and operational phases of the project.

* A site specific plan for the installation of mitigation measure: to reduce and prevent avi-
Taunal interaction with the new power lines. ' *

¢ A site specific plan for the protection of indigenous vegetation where construction activities
will take place. A single access road of six (6) meters for cenjstruction purpoges shall ba
allowed along the power ling corridor and clearing of vegetatie | shall be limited to the sites
where pylons are erected. Stringing operations shall be ¢ ne without the removal of
indigenous vegetation between the pylon positions where possible ang where sueh
vegetation will not interfare with the safe operation of the powe ' line,

s Provisions for harvesting of any medicinal plants that may occur oh sile prior fo site
clearance. . '

* Provision for plant search and rescue of protected and endar||ered species which shauld
be done hefore commencement of an y construction related act iity. '

* All recommendations and mitigation measures as proposed I the EIR dated 10 October
2006 and the Second Addendum to the EIR dated 23 May 2007 forms part of this recard of
decision and must be implemented as part of the EMP.

The EMP must form part of the contractor's tender documentatien for all contractors working
on the project and must be endorsed cantractually.

Once accepted by DEAT, the construction EMP will be seen §s a dynarnic document.
However, any changes to the EMP, which is environmentally deferu [able, must be submitted to
DEAT for acceptance before such changes could be effected. T! & EMP is regarded as an
extension of the ROD and shall be treated as such in terms of compllance monitoring.

All contractors working on site must ba informed with regard the ciintents of the EMP by the
appointed Environmental Control Officer.

Eskom must submit a site specific EMP for the operational phase ¢ the development to DEAT
for acceptance prior to the completion of construction phase (ind the inception of the
operational phase of the development. The operational EMP w | be seen as a dynamic
document, Mowever, any major changes to the operational EMP which is environmentally
defendable, must be submitted to DEAT for accepiance before such éhanges could be
effected. .

’ | 1{ fef‘\\‘\{’\ﬂ



3. SEP. 2007 8:07 0118003917 NO. 732 P /20

d;fendable, must be submitted to DEAT for acceptance befurii such changes could he
-effected,

3.2.1.8 The operational EMP referred to under 3.2.1.5 must include meipures aimed gt controlling
invasive plant species and declared weeds once the operational i imse of the development ig

implemented, as well as measures to protect indigenous fauna and llora and identifieq heritage
resources during operation and maintenance of the power lines,

3.2.2  Environmental Control Officer (ECD)

3,2.2.17 Eskarm must appoint a suitably qualified Independent Environmenty Control Officer (ECO) who
would on behalf of Eskom, on a daily basis monitor the project o npliance with eonditions of
the ROD, EMP and relevant environmental legislation. The EGO 1 uist raige non-conformanece

reports (NCR's) agsinst any non-compliance with the conditions ¢f the ROD and EMP during
pre-construction and eonstruction phases.

3:2.2.2 The ECO must ensure that the racommendations for mitigation, & presentad in the EIR and
Addendurm to the EIR mentioned in 3.2.1, are implemanted on site, :

3.2.2.3 The ECO must ensure that all site staff receives Environmental Indi mtion Training with spesific
focus on the conditiong of the ROD and EMP {0 be adhered to. ResIrds of such training shall
be kept for audit purpeses.

3.2.2.4 The ECO must compile an audit checklist that includes all the relev.int conditions of the ROD,
EMP and the mitigation measures praposed in the EIR and Adderdlum Lo the EIR and on g
quarterly basie audit the project against the checklist, The ECO must raise nen-confarmance
reports (NCR's) against any nan-compliancs with the audit checklisi. '

3.2,2,5 The ECO shall submit an environmental compllance report on a twa monthly basis, in writing,
to the Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) of the Dep itment of Envirenmenial
Affairs and Touriem (DEAT), The report shall indicate the reference number of the project as
supplied above and contain 2 summary of all NCR's raised against 1 developer with regard
to the ROD conditions and the EMP, as well as cloge out documentat in related to the NCR's,

3.2.2.6 The ECO shall malntain the following on slte:

A daily site diary

A non-conformance register and copies of NCR documentation
A public complaint register

A register of audits and coples of audlt checklists

Copies of the ROD and EMP

Copies of two-monthly reports fo DEAT

4 &£ @ e B 8

3.2.27 The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation memiures, as required for
implementation due to canstruction damage, are completed and the I lidowners have signed a
release and the servitude is handed over ta Eskom by the contractor.

$.2.2.8 The ECO must be appointed one manth before the start of construsiion and DEAT rmust be
notified of such an appoiniment for communication purposes,

3.2.2.9 The cost of the ECO shall be bomne by the Eskom.

3.2.3 Monitoring and auditing
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measures stipulated in the EIR dated 10 October 20086 and the lbecand Addendum fo the EIR
dated 23 May 2007 and the construction and aperational EMP's,

Transportation and handling of hazardous materialz,

Duh’ng the construction of the supstation extension and power ines, an effective monitoring

system must be put in place to angure safety and to detect any | akage or:spillage of coolants
from all oil containing equipment during their use.

The transportation, handling and storage of hazardous substar izs must comply with all the
provisions of the Hazardous Substanees Act, (Act No.15 of 1971), associated regulations as
well as SANS 10228 and SANS 10089 codes, Should & tempa Bry bulk fuel supply storage
facility be required on site, it must comply with the mentioned &/INS codes and auvthorisation
raust be obtained from DEAT as required by Section 1, item 1 (C}id) of R. 1182 (as amended).

Compliance with other legislation

Archagological remaing, artificial features and struciures alder th:.a 60 years are protected by
the National Heritage Resources Act, 1998 (Act No. 25 of 1998). Should any archaeological
artefacts be exposed during excavation for the purpose of laying foundations, construction in
the vicinity of the finding must be stoppad. An archaeologist mi(st be called to the site for
inspection. Under no clreumstances shall any anefacts be destroy id or removed from the site.
The Souit African Heritage Resouree Agency must be cornliicted 1o this effect. Their
recommendations should be included in the construction EMP and ie adhered ta,

All provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 85 of 19113, anq any other e@pblicable
legislation must be aghered to by the hotder of this authorisation.

All provisions of the National Water Act, 38 of 1998, must be adhiired to by the holder of this
authorigation, ‘No development may take place under the 1:50 yir flood line of any river or
stream that is affected by the property under development, No dia lurbance of the lang at any
annual or perennial stream or rivers edge is allowed unless suck: disturbance complies with
legislation regulated by the Depariment of Water Affairs and Forest; .

All provisions of the National Environment Management: Blodiversil ' Aet, Act 10 of 2004, must
be adhéred to by the holder of this authorisation.

Should fill material be required for ény purpose, the vuse of borrow PPits must comply with the
provisions of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Develsjiment Act, 28 of 2002
administered by the Department of Minerals and Energy,

No indigenous and / or protected vegetation may be removed wilhout the required pe}mzts
from the relevant Provincial Nature Conservation dapartment.

Land acquisltion

This development is authorised on condition that Eskom acquires ik necessary servitude for
the power line route. Eskorn must negotizte with all affected landowjers within the authorised
coiridor alignment prior to the start of construction activities, Proof ¥ such negotiations. must
be made avaijable o the Department on re quest should any dispute . rise.

In addition, any route adjustment effected during negotiations, (lue to the specific local

circumstances, outside the authorised corrldor alignment, shoild be reported to the
department in writing for acceptance before implementation.

t }“\{’\ﬂ



3.8EP 2007 8107

3.3

3.3.1

332

8.3.3

3.3.4

3.3.8

3.386

337

0116003917 NO. 732 P 9/20

GENERAL CONDITIONS

This authorisation is granted only in terms of section 22 of the ¢ invironment Conservation Act,

Act r'qo_TS of 1889, and does not exemnpt the holder thereof froim compliance with any other
legislation.

This authorisstion refers only to the activity as specified above 7 d described in the E(R dated
10 October 2006 and the Second Addendum to the EIR dateq 2 May 2007. Any other activity
listed under section 21 of the Environment Conservation Act, 1489 (No. 73 of 1988) which is
not specified above, is not covered by this authorisation, ang m.st therefore comply with the
requirements of the Environment Conservation Act, Governmer Notice R. 1182 and R.1183
(as amended). <

This authorisation is subject to the approval of the relevant loctil authorities in terms of any
legisiation administered by thase authorities.

The applicant must, within 7 (seven) calendar days of receipt of 1)is record of decision inform
all interested and affecterd parties (IAPs) and at lazst inciude the k lowing: _

() That an authorisation has been issued to the applicant to proce id with the construction and
operation of the activity. |f requested, provide copies of this R¢ D, ‘

(i) That any appeals against the issuing of the authorisation mus be lodged with the Minister
. of Environmental Affairs ang Tourism within 30 (thirty) .days l'om the date on which this
ROD has been issued to the applicant at the address stipulater! in this ROD.

(ifi) That an appeal questionnaire may be used in the lodging of an ippeal. It is obtainable from
the Department's offices ar: :

Mr PKM Retief, Appaals Adminigtrator, Tel: 012 340 3705, PRp \ef@deat.gov.za : or
Mr H Grové, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, HGrov¢ ;gx@degt.g'ov.za.

(V) The date on which the ROD was issded fo the applicant I terihs of ragulation 10(1) and
the date by which appeals must reach the Minister,

Failure to inform IAPs within the stipulated time period may result h the Minister considering
requests from such parties for permission to submit a Igte appeal f::yourably. The Department
must also be included in the fist of |APs, addressed to the Direclior: Environmental Impact
Evaluation, for record purposes.

One week's written notice must be given to this Depariment hifore commencement of
construction activities. Sueh notice shall rmake clear referance 1o i) she location details and
the reference number given above.

One week's written notice must be given to this Department | ixfore commencerment of
operation activities. Such notice shall ma ke clear reference to the site location detalls and
reference number given above.

The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with ths conditions contained in
this ROD by any person acting on his behalf, including but not limite:| to, an agent, servant, or
eémployee or any person rendering a service to the applicant in respa it of the activity, ineluding
but not limited to, contractors and consultants,
\o&
A
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The applicant must notify the Department in writing, within' 14 (twenty four) hours if any
condition of this authorisation cannot, or is not, adhered . The notification must be
Supplemented with reasons for non-cormpliance.

A copy of the authofisation and ROD shall be available on site ¢iring construction and all staff,
contractars and sub-comtractors shall be familiar with or he mautl aware of the contents of this
authorisation and ROD.

Comp!iance/ncn-compliance records must be kept and shal| by made available on request
fram the authorities within five days of receipt of the request.

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description &1t out in this letter must be
approved, in writing, by the Pepartment before such changes or (|pviations may be effaeted. In
assassing whether to grant such approval or net, the Depmartment may request such
information as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance an impacts of sueh changes ar
deviations.

This Department may review the conditions contained in this lattr from time to time ang may
by notice in writing to the applicant, amend, add or remeve a cond ilian,

In the event that the predicted impacts excaed the signifilince as predicted by the
independent consultant in the EIR dated 10 October 2008, the & jcond Addendum to the EIR
dated 23 May 2007 and Supporting documentation, the authorisi llon may be withdrawn after
proper procedures have been followed. ~

In the event of any dispute concerning the significance of a particu jir impact, the opinion of the
Department of Environments) Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) in re:pect of its significance will
prevail.

The applicant must notify the Department, in wiiting, at least 10 (lolh) days prier to the change
of ownership, project developer or the alienation of any similar riglits for the activity described
In this letter. The applicant must furnish a copy of this document §! the new owner, developer
ar person to whom the rights accrue and inform the new awner, ciireloper or person té whom
the rights accrue that the conditions contained herein are binding ¢i1 them.

Where any of the applicant's contact detalls change, including thi) name of the responsible
person, the physical or postal address and/or telephonic details, i & applicant muyst nofify the
Department as soon as the new detalls beeome known to the appliciint, ‘

National government, provingial governiment, lacal authorities a1 committess appointed in
terms of the conditions of this application ar any other public authorily or authorisation shall not
be held responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the apMicant or his successor in
titlg in any instance where construction or operation subsequent to onstruction be ternporarily
or permanently stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the app! sant with the conclitions of
appraval as set out in this document or any other subsequent docyr lent emanating from these
conditions of approval,

If any condition imposed In terms of this authorisetion is not compizd with, the autharisation
may be withdrawn after 30 days written notice to the applicant in tevins of section 22(4) of the
Environment Conservation Act 1989 (Aet Np, 73 of 1988),

Failure to comply with any of these conditiens shall alse be regareltif as an. offence and may

be dealt with in terms of sections 29, 30 and 31 of the Environme)t Conssarvation Act, 1089
(Act No. 73 of 1089), as well as any other appropriate legal mechanis|ns.

&x
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The applicant shall ba responsible for all costs hecessary to caniply with the above conditions
unless otherwise spedified. '

Any complaint from the public during construction must be atter led to as soon as possible o
the satisfaction of the parties concemed. A complaints register must be kept up to dats and
shall be produced upon request,

Depgrﬁmental officials shall be given access to the propertia:) earmarked for construction
activities  for the purpose of assessing and/or monitoring ¢t ‘npliance with the conditions
contained in this decument at all reasonable times. '

All outdoor advertising associated with this activity, whether on « off the property concermed,
must comply with the South African Manual for Outdoor Ad iertising Contro] (SAMOAG)
avaifable from thig Department,

DURATION OF AUTHORISATION

If the activity authorised by this letter does not cammence within 4 (four) years fromn the date of
signature of this lefter, the authorisation will lapse and the appllant wil need to rsapply for
authorisation in terms of the rajevant legislation or any amendma 5 thereto,

CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE

The applicant must comply with the conditions set out in this lette . Failure to comply with any
of the above conditions may result In, inter alia, the Department w thdrawing the authorisation,
issuing diractives 1o address the non-compliance — including an orer ta cease the activity - as
well as instituting criminal and/or civil proceedings to enforce comp ianee,

APPEALS

Appeals in respect of this decision must be lodged with the Miniu br of Environmenial Affairs
and Tourism within 30 (thirty) days of the date of this decision, Appeals can be submitted
utllising one af the following methods:

By facsimile:  (012) 322 3688

By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria 0001

By hand; 2" Floor, Fedsure Forum Building, North Towe' cor. Van der Walt and
Pretorius Streets, Pretoria.

Appeals must comply with the provisions of Regulation 11 of Gov '\ment Notice No. R. 1183
which reads as follows;

¢ An appeal 10 the Minister or provincial authority under sectitin 35(3) of the Act must be
done in writing within 30 days from the date on which thi ROD was igsued o the
applicant in ferms of regulation 10(1); '

* An appeal must set out all the facts as well ag the groun: of appeal, and mugt be
accompanied by all relevant documents or copies of them hich are certified as trus
by a commissioner of oaths. :

* An appeal questionnaire must be used in the lodging of an & ipeal. It is obtainable from
the Department's offices at tel. (01 2) 310 3705 or (012) 310 :1070.

Should the applicant wish to appeal any aspect of this decision, thy applicant must netify and
furnish copies of the appeal which will be submitted to the Minister, v all registered interestad
and affected paries. Proof of such nofification must be submitiet to the Minister with the
appeal. Failure to comply with this provision may result in the Ministur refusing to consider the

appeal.

8 o %&Xﬂ
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6. APPLICANT:

Eskom Moldings Limitad: Transmission Division
P O Box 1091

JOHANNESBURG

2000

Contact person: Ms Caro| Streaton
Tel: (011) 800 5471
Fax: (011) 800 3917

7. CONSULTANT:

ARCUS GIBB (Pty) Ltd
P O Box 2700
RIVONIA

2128

Contact person: Ms Jaana-Maria Ball
Tel: (011) 819 4600
Fax: (011) 807 5670

Vis Pam Yako
% ector — General
Bepartment of Environmeantal Affairs and Tourism
Letter signed by: L McCourt
Designation: Chjef Director, Env impact Managerment

Date: Qﬂ\g\m

NO. 732
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AMD TOURISM

R —

Reference: 12112120782 & 1211212088
Enguiries: Ms Mosill Ntene
Telephone: 012 3103031

CHIEF DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT MANAGEMENT

RECORD OF DECISION FOR PROJECT REFERENGCE 1212/20/) 12 AND 12/12/20/828; THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITE!: TRANSMISSION DIVISION
HYDRA ~ PERSEUS 765kV, BETA - PERSEUS 2 X 765kV AN THE EXPANSION OF THE
EXISTING PERSEUS 400kV SUBSTATION TO INCLUDE A NEW BECTION FOR THE 765k
INTEGRATION ‘ '

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this submission is to request the Chief Dinctor of the Department of
Environmental Affairs and Touriem to authorise the proposed ‘enstruction of the proposed
Mydra-Perseus 765kV power fine, the Beta-Perseus 2 x 765kV |jower lines and the Perseus
765KV substation expansion. This is an application submitted in s of the GN R, 1 183 0f 5
Septerber 1997, Documenis pertaining io these applications hai been evaluated and a draft
record of decision (ROD) is appended for your consideration and signatureé should you ‘concur.
Two separate applications were lodged for the power lines and th 1 substation expansion, since
Eskom omitted the substation application In their original aplication for the powar line
infrastructure. The two applications were handled as one study firocess by Eskom ang their
consultants and therefore a single ROD is issued that covers both ipplications. The two projects
are directly linked, :

2. SUMMARY

21 The development falls within the Free State Province and Northern Cape Province, between the
towns of Dealesville and De Aar and consists of the following comyx inents;

» the extension of the Parseus 400kV Transmission substation nilar Dealesville to construct a
new 765kV high voltage yard (50ha) as shown on the layout dr iwing contained In Appendix
3 of the final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) dated 10 Octotur 20086;

¢ {he construction of 2 x 765kV Transmission power lines (13km) lietween Perseus substation
and Beta substation, both near Dealesville, along the final prop«sed alighment as shown on
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2.2

2.3

2.4

25

28
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the study area map (Map 1 of 2) included in the Second A endum Report to the EIR dated
23 May 2007, Appendix 6 and the coondinate list described in Appendix 7;

¢ the construction of 1 x 765kV Transmission power fine & itween Perseus substation near
Dealesville and Hydra substation near De Aar (296km), al ing the final proposed allgnment
as shown on the study area maps (Maps 1 and 2 of 2) infuded in the Second Addendum
Report to the EIR dated 23 May 2007, Appendix 6 anc he coordinate is| deseribed in
Appendix 7: \

* the servitude width required for the constriiction of the pow: 1t ine is 80m per 765KV line with

& separation of 80m from centre line to centre line wher: the 765KV line is constructed
parallel to any other power line, -

All the proposed power fines ang substation expansion is requi'ed as part of the Eskom Cape
Strengthening Programme. .

t

An EIA process was agreed fo by the Department with e requirement to submit an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) including specialist input, Th process assessed alternative
roules as well as the no-go option and identified and proposed r ligation measures for potential
environmental impacts identified. A public participation process {I1PP) was followed that allowed
the landowners, general publie, provincial and national govemme: it departments as wsll as nop-

governmental organisations (NGOs) the Opportunity to particiuate and: give input into the,
progess, [

The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) dated 10 October % 108, the Addendum to the EIR
= Public Participation Pracess Report dated 15 November 2006 ind the Second Addendum to
the EIR dated 23 May 2007 was submitted to the Department anc at the same time, o the Free
State Province and Northern Cape Province for decision-naking, to comply with the
requirements of the Environment Conservation Act and R. 1182 art R. 1183 promulgated under
the Act, as well as the requirements of the pracess agreed to by th i department.

This submission fs based on the review of ail the relevant docume '*até and submissions fram the
PPF and Provincial Departments. :

Eskom has pro-actively obiained options fo acquire a servitude froy most lahdowners excluding
one with wham negotiations is stjl underway on the proposed final (jute.

Authorisation of this application will contribute to the fulfilment of the vision set by Eskom for
thelr Cape Strengthening Programme and the overall aim of ¢htering for the accelerated
economic growth programme in South Africa (ASGISA). However. this further development of
the power network should conform to the principles as set out undiir the National Environment
Management Act, 1998 and the conditions of approval contained in :li attached ROD,

BACKGROUND

In terms of GN R. 1183 regulation 4 (3) (d) this department becor #s the relevant authority fo
issue a record of decision, as the applicant is a statutory bady, nan+ly Eskom. The Free State
and Northem Cape Provincial Departments, with whom the origir 1) application was Jodged,
becomes commenting authorities to the application,
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Eskom Holdings Limited: Transmission Division appointed  (In independent environmental
consultancy, ARCUS GIBB, 1o undertake an Environmental Iipact Assessment (EIA) for this
project. Eskom also appointed an independent reviewey, Mr Matk Wood, to review
documentation and to advise Eskom and the appointed consi.[lant. The Independent reviewer
agreed with the outcome of the final documentation subriftted, The fing| clocumentation
regarding this proposed activity was submitted fo the Departmer ¢ on 29 May 2007,

DISCUSSION
Need and justification

The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) dated 10 October 1006 (page 1 3), the Addendym
to the EIR - Public Participation Process Report dated 15 NGrember 2006 and the Second
Addendum to the EIR daled 23 May 2007 sufficiently details 4 # need and justification of the
proposed activities required for the proposed construction of th ower linds and the Substation
extension. The need and justification section details the current riquirement for additional power
supply to the Cape Region sauth of De Aar and the Installa‘ion of better Infrastructure o
accommodate the future increased derand on eleciricity supply. e planning of thase activities
ensures that the power network will be able to function optimally (nge increased demand arises,
The Cape Region Is heavily dependent on the Supply of electrici!| as required for the economic
viabliity of the region and has very limited installed generation cq uacity in the region, hence the
requirement for power fine supply to the region. The need for it reased electricity capacity is .
thus clearly understood.

Description of the project
A detailed description of the projectis given on page 11 of the EIR:
Activities

A detailed description of the project is given in terms of the p'oposed activities which are
planned on the attached layout plans as wel| as description of the activities that wil occur
during construction, Issues regarding the proposed activities werli ralsed by some Interested
and Affected Parties (|APs) and Stakeholders, which were addresst iy in the final EIR. -

Infrastructure and service facilities

A description of the project is given in terms of the requirement for additional and higher
capacity electrical nfrastructure that will be required for the future s, bply of the Cape Region,

Discussion on alternatives

The consultants assessed four main different route options (page 1! of the EIR) and the no-go
option, Based on the studiss and subsequent detailed assessmint and- ground-truthing, a
proposed final corridor (option 5) was selscted within which E:icom pro-actively acquired
servitude options, The assessment of the different alternatives was fone In detail ang re-dore
after some |APs did nat agree with the original results. The final priiosed corridor for the Bota-

3
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Perseus 2 x 765kV power lings is along the route as shown on the study area map (Map 1 of 2)
included in the Second Addendum Report to the EIR dated 7] May 2007, Appendix & and the
coordinate list described in Appendix 7 In the report, The final ji ibposed alignment for the Hydra-
Perseus 765kV power line is showr, on the study area maps (Mitps 1 and 2 of 2) includsd in the
Second Addendum Report to the EIR dated 23 May 2007, Al:rendix & and the coordinate fist
described in Appendix 7 of the report. :

1

Scope of the study

ATUlEIA process, as agreed to by the departmentand in accort iince with the accepted plans of
study for scoping and FIA and described an page 3 of the %R has been followed which
culminated in the presentation of a final EIR, an addendum riport and a second addendum
report fo the department and Provincial departments for decisi: '-making, There is a recard of
detailed authority consultation with regard to applicable legistaticy , Specialists were consulted 1o
supply input regaiding significant Issues highlighted during Ihe process, A strategy was
employed to determine the significance of issues ard impacts ar | mitigatory measures were put
forward to minimise the perceived significant impacts associated ith the project activity,

Public involvement process:

. The Public Invalvement Process was elaborate and 11Ps were afforded. numerous
opporturities to parficipate. A database of IAPs was kep| and is appended to the final
EIR in the addendum report. ~ '

o Advertisements were placed and nofices distributed . inform the I1APs about the
project. Authorities af all levels were informed and giver opportunity to comment and
participate. Coo

. The different reports were made available for public revies giving the public reasonaple

, time to comment,

. Issues trail;

- o All written and verbal communication from IAPs is capturid and the report reflects )
the issUes raised by [APs, and has attempted to address m st of the issues.
© A database of all participating |APS was kept and an issutib trail established as part of
the public involvement process. _ ,
o lssues and comments raised by the 1APs are listed ang grouped: thus ensuring that
investigations covered afl the aspects and their associated I'hpacts,

An independent reviewer wag consulted and reviswed the docume liation to: ensure information
Is current and applicable and to inform this study,

Description of the environment:
The report contains a description of the baseling environment here the development is

proposed on page 26 of the FIR, The consultant considered baselie ang detailed information
Supplied by desktop and current on-gite specialist studies. Maps, photographs and drawings
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were included to supplement the Written report with visual aids The studly area covers quite a
large area and traverses two provinces, the Free State and Noy hiem Cape. ‘

The report discusses the following environmental atfributes of i v area:
* The bio-physical environment
o Topography
o Geology and soils
¢ Flora
o Fauna
»  Socio-economic environment
o land use
o Toursm -
o  Heritage and culture
o Visual environment

Plan of development foolprint;

The report includes 2 visyal representation of the proposad de flgn footpﬁnt of the substation
Upgrade area, showing some detal with regard to the planned.

Assessment of potentia| impacts

The consultant employed an reasonable method foy impact sig lificance determination which
Was clearly spelled out on page 28 of the EIR forall IAPS to be alis to follow the process.

The following potential impacts are assessed in the report ;nd miﬁgétlon measures are
proposed;

¢ Ecological Impacts
© Vegetation
o erosion
o loss of habitat
¢ Avifaung impacts
electrocution of birds
collision with power lines
disturbance during constriction
habitat destruction
© popuations
*  heritage and cultural impacts
o damage fo sites
o loss of arlefacts
e visual impacts
o obscuring views
o degrading areas with exceptional views
o fourism related issues

G o 0o
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®  Socio-economic impacts

safety and securnity

animal theft angd poaching
sanitation and water supply
damage to roads

fires

loss of senss of place tourism
loss of arable fangd
resettlement of people

OOOOODOO

Only one impact is rated medium, i.e, the visyal impact, whichi s the miost difficult impact to
mitlgate for when constructing a power fine of any size, and all other impacts are rated as low
due to the good possibility of suscessfuy mitigation being imp smented and the constryction

process being properly managed,

The assessor agrees with the assessment and significance rating s of the Impacs, and although
impacts will be experignced, the significance level of the impacty is acceptable in terms of the
overall power line and substation construction and operational Priitesses.

Report qualities

The report is comprehensive and contains enough infarmaticy| required to assist with the
decision-making pracess. The repart does reflect that much tim and effort has gane into the
study process to shsure proper public scrutiny of the propos o} activities, The consultants
considered a large amount of available information, as wel| as ['jput from varieus Specialists,
authorities and IAPs, to identify issyes and assess potential mpacts associated with fhe
proposed activities, - !

S. IMPLICATIONS

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

Personnel

No implications

Financlal

There are no financia| implications attached.
Le§al

None

Communication

The provincial departments commented on the process and hays Indicated their support
pending certain conditions ag included in the appended ROD, ,
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55  Appeals

Appeals from any IAPs are not foreseen at this stage, howevir possible appeais from certain
NGOs or the public can not be ruleg Ooul The assessor is how ler of the opinion that the issyes
related to pogsible appeals were addressed by Eskom in cheusing a final proposed route and
seclring most of the servitude options pro-actively. |

6 OTHER BRANGHES / CHIEF DIRECTORATES CONSULTED -

None
7. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is hereby recommended that the recommendations included in the E|i llated 10 October 2006 and the
Second Addendum to the EIR dated 23 May 2007, be approved, and ihat the propased activities be
authorised. It is recommended that 5 conditional ROD be issued authoris g the activities to go ahead as
per the above mentioned report recommendations Eskom Transmissio'| is certified under (SO 14001
Environmetital Management System (EMS) that should be upheld ancl the EMS: will be expanded to
ensure inclusion and coverage of the current activities once construction 's completed. The Dapartment
should endeayour to visit the site during the construction phase o ohselig adherence to the ROD and
-conditions, All mitigation measuras proposed by the consultant in the EI dated 10 October 2008 and
the Second Addendum ta the EIR dated 23 May 2007 should be impleme led by Eskom where possible.
This is required by the appended ROD,

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION
DATE: 2)log (o

COMMENT: Supported / not supported

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION
DATE: 24§04 Lo

COMMENT: Supported / not supported

DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION
DATE: S.%{og | >

COMMENT: Supported / nat supported
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CHIEF DIRECTOR:
She (RQ[%[O’;/ ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT

COMMENT: Approved/ not-approvod--



