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53 sick initiates rescued
and rushed to hospital

Michael Sakuneka

With a few days left before circumcised ini-
tiates could graduate, an initiation school head
at Relela village in Bolobedu, Limpopo, is being
sought by police.

This after he and his initiates a l l e g e d ly
brutally assaulted four youths who went to the
school to pay the fees of one of the initiates.

Masilo Makwela, 15, Sello Monyela, 17, and
Thabo Malatji, had accompanied a friend, Sello
Malatji, to the school on Sunday to pay the
initiation fee for his brother who was reg-
istered with the school.

On their arrival they were attacked after
being accused of not having been circumcised
t h e m s e lve s .

Three of the boys managed to escape and
the fourth was later rescued by the police.

The “principal” and his initiates were also
accused of stealing cellphones belonging to
Sello and Masilo, worth more than R3 000.

The victims were admitted to the Letaba
Hospital in NkowaNkowa outside Tzaneen on
Monday. They were treated and discharged.

The police are investigating a case of
a s s au l t .

Boys beaten
for not being
circumcised

AT TA C K E D : Thabo Malatji shows the marks on his back after he was
allegedly assaulted at an initiation school. PHOTO: MICHAEL SAKUNEKA

McKeed Kotlolo

Nearly 100 boys at an initiation
school were taken to hospital after
three teenagers, allegedly kid-
napped a month ago, had been
admitted following botched cir-
cumcisions.

Grade 8 pupil Sifiso Radebe, 15,
and two 17-year-old initiates were
admitted to the Jubilee Hospital in
Temba near Hammanskraal with
septic genitals after operations at
the Phelembe Initiation School in
Bosplaas, owned by traditional
healer Vusi Phelembe, 24.

This prompted the chairman of
the community safety committee
in the Gauteng legislature, Jacqui
Mofokeng, to lead a team of local
senior police officers, officials
from the Tshwane Metro’s health
department, and family members
of two alleged abducted initiates to
i nve st i g at e .

The team held a meeting with
Phelembe at Jubilee Hospital on
Wednesday before visiting the
school.

The delegates expressed shock
at the health condition of the ini-
tiates. Some were emaciated and

sickly, some walked with difficulty
while others coughed continu-
ously. An eight-year-old boy had
facial injuries.

A decision was then made to
take all the initiates to hospital.

Surgery had to be performed on
78 of them. The hospital’s chief
executive, Tiny Magano, said the
majority of the initiates would
spend the weekend in hospital.

The incident has resulted in the
closure of the school. There was

drama when a group of parents
arrived at the hospital yesterday,
demanding the return of their chil-
dren to the initiation school.

Moses Masemola, father of
boys aged 13 and 14, said: “We
expect the children to graduate.
We want them back at the
school.”

“I don’t know which school they
want to take them to because
Phelembe’s school was closed down
on Wednesday,” said Mofokeng.

Frank Maponya

At least 53 initiates were rescued from a
circumcision school on Wednesday suf-
fering from a series of ailments that
included dehydration.

The initiates were part of a large
group attending circumcision school at
GaChuene outside Lebowakgomo,
Limpopo. The victims were removed
from the school and admitted to various
hospitals around Polokwane.

According to Khosi Vusani Netshim-
bupfe, chairman of the House of Tra-
ditional Leaders in the province, doc-
tors who treated the victims said they
were all dehydrated.

The owner of the initiation
school allegedly flouted numer-
ous by-laws for operating and
managing an initiation school.
They included:
� Changing the venue

approved by the Amande-
bele-Ba-Lebelo tribal authority
and the Tshwane Metro munic-
ipality for the school. Instead of
Kanana village he operated two
schools at Bosplaas and Temba;
� Kept allegedly kidnapped

initiates at his school and

demanded payment from par-
ents;
� Admitted initiates who had

no pre-circumcision medical cer-
tificates issued by a medical
practitioner, a clinic or hospital;
� Admitted children younger

than the stipulated age of 15
years at his initiation school. The
youngest was eight years old;
and
� Admitted and circumcised

initiates without signed consent
forms from parents or guardians.

SOME OF THE RULES THE OWNER IGNORED

MASSIVE ABUSE OF KOMA


