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To Whom it May Concern:
RE: CAPENATURE'S COMMENTING ROLE IN EIA AND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

It order to shsure that biodivarsity and ecological issues are adequately and pre-empiively
addrassed as part of the development application process, the following information will nesd
i be included in any development applications that require comment from CapeMature.
Providing this information will assist in avoiding unnacessary delays to authorisations.

1. As part of the authorisation process, {Capaehature’s involvemnernt will relata specifically
io the biodivarsity and ecological aspscls of proposed development activities on the
receiving environment. CapeNature expocts that a precautionary and risk-avarse
approgch should be adopted towards those projects which may result in subgtantial
defrimental impacts on biodiversity and acosystems, and sspecially the irrevarsibie
jwes of habitat and ecological funciioning in threatened ecosystems as identifisd by tha
National Spatial Biodiversity Assessment or systematic bindiversity plans.

2. All reports must firmly demonsirate how the proponent intends complying with the
following Mational Environmental Managemant Principles (5 2, National Environmental
Management Act 107 of 1988} which infer aia dictate that envlronmental management

must:
« Avoid, minimise or remedy disturbance of ecosysiems and loss of biodiversiiy,
s Avoid degradation of the environment;
» Avoid jeopardising ecosystam integrity,
« Pursue the best practicabls environmental option by means of integrated
environmental manggemsnt;
« Protect the environment as the peopla’s common heritage;
« Contral and minimise environmental damage; and

= Pay specific attenticn to managemsnt and planning proceduras periaining o
senaitive, vuinerable, highly dynamic of sireased ecosystems.

These prnciples serve as guidelines for all decision-making that may aflect the
environment. As such, it is incumbent upon the proponent to show how proposed
activities would comply with these principles and thereby contribute towards the
achisvement of sustainable development as defined by Act 107 of 1928 as amended,

3. The Westerm Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning
{DEA&DP) has produced a series of guideline documents that provide claar guidance
cn the ElIA  process {h’gtg:mrmw.cagegatemy.gw.z&!eng!gubsa’guidesf{'-_‘:ﬁ 03381).
Specifically, they aim to improve the capacity of E|A practitioners fo draft appropriate
terms of reference that mest the information requiremanis of informed enviranmental
decision-making. By meeting the requirement for timeous, accurate and relevant

information, EIA practitionsrs can support efilcient and accountable decigian-making.
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From a hiodiversity perspective, we therefare request that you at least refer to the
following documents when undertaking enviranmental assessments:

2. Brownlie 5 {2005} Guidsfine for involving Biodiversity speciaksls in EIA

processas: Edifion 1. CSIR Report No ENV-S-C 2005 053 C. Republic of
South Aftica, Provincial Govemment Western Cape, Department of
Enviranmenital Affairs and Development Planning, Cape Town;

 De Villiers C, Driver A, Clark B, Eusion-Brown D, Day L, Job M, Heime M,

Holmes F, Brownlie S and Rebelo T {2006) Fynbos Forum Ecosystem
Cuidelines for Environmental Assessment in the Westermn Cape, Fynbos Forum
ofo Botanical Society of South Africa; Conservation Unit, Kirgtenbosch, Cape
Town. Cortact BotSoc on 021 7992284 or Paisigyiftbotanicalsosiety. org.za.

4. The following factors must also he taken into account during project planning and

gssessTent

a. CapeNature does not support aciivities that may negatively impact on the

following habitats and thair ecolagical functionng:

i. Rivers, wetlsnds, groundwater-depandent communities and estuaries,
i Viahie andfor conneciad Critically Endangered and Endangerad
ecosystems.
jfi. Any area in low imeplacsable habitat that is important for biodiversity
conservation, as identified by a systematic conservation pian.
iv. Any other special habitats that may contain a unigue signature of
species &.0. dolomite outcrops, quartz or fermicrele paiches.
v. Any habital that contains rare or threatened flora or fauna species.
Wi, Watural habitat in &n ecological corridor of along a vegetation boundary
fincluding frontal dung systems).
vii. Formalty deciared Mountain Catchment Areas.

Appropriata buffers need to be determined by a suitably qualified specialist to
avoid impacting on these habitats. Particular attention should be pald to
avolding the logs of intact habitat, maximising connectivity and habitat
heterogeneity, and reducing fragmentation at a local and regional acale.
Please also note that an infestation by alien plants does not necessarily mean
that an area is not important for biodiversity.

. The Cape Floristic Region is largely a fire-dependent system, relying on natural

fire regimes that must be maintained and managad in the landscape. The
exclusion of fire from certain habitats will be considered unacceptable.

Water is a limitst resource in most of the Western Capa. Water requirements
for development aciivities and the impact on broader water resoUrces of the
area {i.e. cumulative impacts} need to be rigorously assessed, especially in
fight of other developments taking place in an area. The impact of a proposed
development on infrastructure such as wastewater treatment works efc also
needs to be adequately addressed.

A biediversity assessment showld be undertaken if any of the above-mentionsd circumstances
prevail or if there is any doubt about the biodiversity value of the site. The opportunities and
congtraints of the receiving environment must be used to inform the layout of any development
proposal so as to ensure that developments do not campromise ihe biodiversity valus of the

ared.
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All applications requiring comment from CapeMaturs must be sent in hardcopy format as well
as slectronic farmat (if possibls) o

Capeiature

Scienfific Services: Land Use Advice
PiBag xb014

Siellenbosach

TEIQ

Emall: landusef@oncinicwcap.gov.2a

i would like to take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your co-operation in this
regard.

Yours sincerely ‘

Dr K.C.D. Hamman
For Acting CEOQ
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