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6 DESCRIPTION OF THE BASELINE ENVIRONMENT 

 

6.1 Introduction 

 

According to section 28(e) of the NEMA Regulations, this section includes a description of 

the baseline environment that may be affected by the activity and the manner in which 

the biophysical, social, economic and cultural aspects of the environment may be affected 

by the proposed activity. 

 

6.2 Study Area in Regional Context 

 

6.2.1 Locality 

 

Tutuka Power Station is located approximately 25 km north-north-east (NNE) of 

Standerton in the Mpumalanga Province (Figure 6.1).  The power station falls within the 

Lekwa Local Municipality which falls within the Gert Sibande District Municipality (Figure 

6.2). 

 

 

Figure 6.1: Location of Tutuka Power Station within the Lekwa Local Municipality 
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Figure 6.2: Location of Lekwa Local Municipality within the Gert Sibande District 

Municipality 

 

6.2.2 Study Area 

 

A particular area proposed by Eskom for the continuous ashing facility is approximately 

759 ha, which is located on the eastern and southern portion of the existing Tutuka Power 

Station ash disposal facility. This area would form a continuation of the current ashing 

activities, which are in line with Eskom’s historical plans for ashing. However, in order to 

allow for a robust environmental process, all land within a radius of 8 km was assessed in 

order to identify potential alternatives sites should sensitive environmental aspects limit 

the suitability of this particular portion of land.  The 8km radius was deemed to be a 

feasible radius within which the ashing operations can take place. The Tutuka Continuous 

Ashing EIA study area is therefore located within the 8 km radius around a source of ash, 

within the Tutuka Power Station (Figure 6.3).  The study area is approximately 200 

square kilometres in size and includes a total of 24 different farms divided into 128 farm 

portions.  A list of the farm portions are included in Table 6.1.  Figure 6.4 shows the 

location of the proposed continuous ashing site within the demarcated study area.  Table 

6.2 outlines the farms associated with the proposed Tutuka Continuous Ashing Area 
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Figure 6.3: Tutuka Continuous Ashing EIA Study Area (indicating both the power station 

and the existing ashing area) 

 

Table 6.1: Farm Portions situated within the Tutuka Continuous Ashing EIA Study Area 

SG Code Farm No. Portion No. Farm Name 

T0IS00000000033900005 339 5 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000033900006 339 6 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000033900008 339 8 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000033900009 339 9 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000034500011 345 11 LIEBENBERG 345 IS 

T0IS00000000038200000 382 R WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000038200002 382 2 WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000038200002 382 2 WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000038200006 382 6 WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000038200009 382 9 WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000038200011 382 11 WELBEDACHT 382 IS 

T0IS00000000034600004 346 4 PAPKUILFONTEIN 346 IS 

T0IS00000000034800002 348 2 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800003 348 3 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800004 348 4 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800005 348 5 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000037300002 373 2 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300004 373 4 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300007 373 7 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 
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SG Code Farm No. Portion No. Farm Name 

T0IS00000000037300008 373 8 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300011 373 11 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300011 373 11 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300013 373 13 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000035400007 354 7 MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000035400008 354 8 MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000033800006 338 6 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800007 338 7 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800009 338 9 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800010 338 10 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800011 338 11 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800012 338 12 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800013 338 13 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033800014 338 14 VILLIERSSCHRIK 338 IS 

T0IS00000000033900001 339 1 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000033900002 339 2 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000033900003 339 3 UITKYK 339 IS 

T0IS00000000034500017 345 17 LIEBENBERG 345 IS 

T0IS00000000034500032 345 32 LIEBENBERG 345 IS 

T0IS00000000034800001 348 1 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800022 348 22 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800025 348 25 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800027 348 27 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800028 348 28 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000034800029 348 29 ROUXLAND 348 IS 

T0IS00000000035000000 350 R DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000002 350 2 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000003 350 3 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000004 350 4 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000005 350 5 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000006 350 6 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000007 350 7 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035000009 350 9 DWARS-IN-DE-WEG 350 IS 

T0IS00000000035100001 351 1 HONIBALL 351 IS 

T0IS00000000035200000 352 R RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035200001 352 1 RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035200002 352 2 RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035200003 352 3 RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035200004 352 4 RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035200005 352 5 RACESBULT 352 IS 

T0IS00000000035300000 353 R SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300002 353 2 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300003 353 3 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300004 353 4 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300005 353 5 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 
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SG Code Farm No. Portion No. Farm Name 

T0IS00000000035300006 353 6 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300007 353 7 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300008 353 8 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035300009 353 9 SLAGKRAAL 353 IS 

T0IS00000000035400000 354 R MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000035400009 354 9 MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000035400011 354 11 MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000035400014 354 14 MEYERSVALLEI 354 IS 

T0IS00000000038000003 380 3 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000005 380 5 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000007 380 7 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000009 380 9 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000011 380 11 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000015 380 15 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000018 380 18 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000021 380 21 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000022 380 22 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000023 380 23 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000024 380 24 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000025 380 25 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000026 380 26 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000038000027 380 27 NIEKERKSVLEY 380 IS 

T0IS00000000037300001 373 1 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300014 373 14 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300015 373 15 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037300019 373 19 EENSGEVONDEN 373 IS 

T0IS00000000037400000 374 R PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400003 374 3 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400004 374 4 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400005 374 5 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400006 374 6 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400007 374 7 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400008 374 8 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400009 374 9 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400010 374 10 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400011 374 11 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400012 374 12 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400013 374 13 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400014 374 14 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400015 374 15 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400016 374 16 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400017 374 17 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400018 374 18 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037400019 374 19 PRETORIUS VLEY 374 IS 

T0IS00000000037500000 375 R SPIOEN KOP 375 IS 


