ISSUES TRAIL THREE: November 2006
	
	ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT: PROPOSED COAL FIRED POWER STATION IN WITBANK AREA 

	
	SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND CONCERNS RAISED VIA WRITTEN COMMENTS

	No.
	Individual
	Organisation
	Issue or Concern
	Response 

	1
	A.E De Beer
	
	1. Occupy Plot 31 in Heuwelfontein and has been living for 15 years in this plot and never experienced a shortage of water during this period.  Currently there is a shortage of water because the borehole dried up completely due to the mining operations.  The problem was reported but there is no response.  We have to carry water for a distance of 500 metres and with no assistance or transport because my bakkie was stolen in February this year.  I am elderly and need urgent assistance.  
	This matter relates to groundwater resources in the Kendal Forest Holdings area and Eskom has no direct responsibility for it.  Due to the contention that the groundwater shortage is related to mining activities, the matter has been referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the proposed coal mine at New Largo.

	2
	B.H. Sindane
	Fuyankomo Business Enterprise
	1. Fuyankomo can provide business services to Eskom
	This information has been forwarded to Eskom.

	3
	P.W. Venter
	Bronlaw Properties Pty Ltd
	1.Biggest concern is water on our property as well as dust from the mining operations as we are near the proposed mine 
	These concerns appear to relate to possible impacts that the proposed coal mine will have on water resources and dust, and have thus been referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA.

	
	
	
	2. We have 13 dwellings as well as a workshops and a chicken farm which is dependent on the farm water
	

	
	
	
	3. Our water source has been providing us with drinking water for over 35 years. It is in the area of the proposed mine and therefore we won’t have any water
	

	
	
	
	4. A water pipeline providing drinking water to the Wilge area runs over our property. This pipeline belongs to Eskom. We also have an oil pump station adjacent to us. 
	Noted.

	
	
	
	5. We want alternative water source guaranteed before any Mining occurs near us. The guarantee should be for at least 99 years.
	Referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the coal mine.

	
	
	
	6. If there is a lot of dust our lessors will move and leave us without that source of income.
	Referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the coal mine.

	
	
	
	7. Can we please get a copy of the map showing how big the buffer zone is between our property and the portion that will be mined?
	Referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the coal mine.

	
	
	
	8. We have been in business since 1977
	Noted.

	
	
	
	9. How will the gases and acid from the Power Station affect our health?
	The EIA for the proposed power station required that specialist studies be undertaken that included assessing possible affects on human health.  Sections 5.3.3 and 5.3.4 of the draft EIR provide relevant details.  In summary, the implications for human health would not change significantly from the current conditions.  

	
	
	
	10.Are there any building restrictions on our property? If so, what are they?
	It is suggested that the local authority should be approached in this regard.

	4
	Dr L PJ Louw
	
	1.How will people with rights to live on the farms be dealt with? How are they being addressed in this process? Are they being thoroughly consulted?
	Eskom to provide response.

	
	
	
	2. If our farms are bought by Eskom what is the process which will be followed and when will it be undertaken?
	

	
	
	
	3. When would people be expected to move off the farms?
	Eskom to provide response.

	5
	Jess Martin/ Karel Zowitsky
	Honingkrans Farm
	1. One of the proposed sites is very close to our farm and this could have significant environmental impacts in terms of noise, water and air pollution.
	Noise, water and air pollution are addressed in the draft EIR in Sections 5.3.2, 5.2.2 and 5.2.5 respectively.

	
	
	
	2. Increased number of people in the area will increase the rate of crime such as cattle theft, hijacking, cutting fences, arson and squatting.
	The impact of increased crime rates is acknowledged in Section 5.3.8 of the draft EIR and the establishment of community forums to facilitate the involvement of relevant authorities is suggested.

	6
	Andre Beetge
	South African National Biodiversity Institute (Working for Wetlands) 
	1. Concerned about the class, condition and area of wetlands that will be impacted by the proposed power station?
	The possible impact on wetlands was the subject of a detailed specialist study, as reflected in Section 5.2.4 of the draft EIR.  Mitigation measures are provided.

	
	
	
	2. What wetland functions will be lost in the catchment and what is proposed to replace these functions?
	See Section 5.2.4 of the draft EIR.

	
	
	
	3. What impact is the proposed mine going to have on the wetlands in the area?
	See Section 5.2.4 of the draft EIR.

	7
	Andre Cherry
	Kendal landowner
	1.What will be the effect of the proposed power station on the ambient air temperature?  Currently in September we are experiencing a heat wave and our crops stop growing when the temperature is 30°C or above.  The effects of the proposed power station on the ambient air temperature have not been addressed in any of the reports produced so far on this project neither in the design of the proposed power station.  Air quality has been the focus but the ground level temperature issue must be considered. 
	It is unlikely that increased ambient air temperatures at ground level will result from the proposed power station.  Heated air from the stacks and cooling systems will rise and dissipate the heat before any effects would be felt at ground level.

	
	
	
	2. The farmers would like to be notified in advance if there are project team members visiting the sites as currently almost everyday there are people who are visiting our farms unannounced.  Secondly a helicopter has been flying in our area and worrying us. I have enquired from many people about this and no one seem to know about it, is it related to this project?
	Concern noted.  The various visits to farms by members of this EIA team have all been pre-arranged.  However, it should be noted that at least two other separate EIAs are underway in the area.

	8
	Phillip Owen
	Geasphere
	1. I would like to know if it was correct to say that the project would cost approximately R40 billion as quoted in the minutes of the September public meeting.
	We understand this figure to be correct.

	
	
	
	2.  I understand that there are projects where emissions from coal-fired power stations are used to breed vast quantities of oil rich algae, from which bio diesel can be produced.  Apparently, emissions can be reduced dramatically, and significant volumes of oil can be harvested.  For example, 1ha of high yielding algae ponds can produce 100 000 litres of bio-diesel.  Is ESKOM aware of this technology, and would ESKOM consider evaluating the potential for possible implementation?


	Eskom to provide response.

	9
	Antony Steynberg
	
	1. Concerned with the mining action which will accompany this power station and the effect it will have on the surrounding areas.
	Referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the coal mine.

	
	
	
	2. Currently there is major uncertainty of when and where the mining will take place and how it will be undertaken. Residents have heard of incidences in the past where land is purchased from them at good or bad rates and not offered them alternatives.  Evidence of what lays ahead is clear for all to see with the opencast mining local to the highway outside Ogies.


	Referred to the practitioners undertaking the EIA for the coal mine.

	
	
	
	
	


