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PLAN OF STUDY FOR SCOPING 
1.
Introduction
Strategic Environmental Focus, as independent environmental managers and impact assessors have been appointed by the Eskom Transmission Division (represented by Mr John Geeringh) on behalf of the Eskom Generation Division to facilitate the integrated impact assessment (EIA) procedure for the proposed installation of a water supply pipeline between the Driefontein dam and the Duvha Power Station near Middelburg in Mpumalanga.

The proposed pipeline falls within the ambit of the following listed activities in the Government Notice R 1182 of 1997 in terms of the Environment Conservation Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989):

(i)
canals and channels, including structures causing disturbances to the flow of water in a river bed, and water transfer schemes between water catchments and impoundments;

(m)
schemes for the abstraction or utilisation of ground or surface water for bulk supply purposes;

The EIA procedure will include conducting a scoping exercise to determine the issues or concerns from the relevant authorities as well as interested and affected parties (I&APs). The scoping process will include an assessment to determine the likely impacts that the installation of a pipeline may have on the environment. It should however be noted that this project is still only in its planning phase and certain aspects may change as the project proceeds.

2.
Description and motivation for the activity.
Eskom Generation proposes to install a water supply pipeline between the Driefontein dam in the south and the Duvha Power Station in the north. The site is located about 25km south of Middelburg. The water is to be used in the power station’s ashing system.

The ash disposal process of coal fired power stations in South Africa, including the Duvha power station, is a wet process that depends on large volumes of water. The power station is currently experiencing a deficiency in the supply of water for its ashing system and currently uses additional clean cooling water to make up for this deficiency. This water is obtained from the Witbank Dam, and it is therefore regarded as a wastage of good quality water. An alternative supply of suitable effluent is, however, available from the Driefontein Dam.

Middelburg South Mine is currently experiencing problems with their effluent, which is discharged into the Olifants River System via the Driefontein dam. The power station’s ashing system can use this polluted water, and therefore reduce its reliance on clean water for augmenting its ashing system. This will have the additional benefit of preventing the release of polluted water into the Olifants River system.

The pipeline proposal will include a small water pumping station that will be built below the dam wall, and power for the pumping station will be obtained via a low voltage power line from a nearby substation close to the site. 

It is proposed to lay the pipeline within existing servitudes for power lines and / or a servitude for a conveyor belt that transports coal from the coalmine to the power station. The pipeline will cross a provincial road before entering the power station site. 

3.
A description of the task to be performed during scoping
A scoping exercise will be used to identify any concerns that I&APs may have with the development.

· The project will be registered with the relevant environmental authority that is to make the final decision as to whether the proposed project should proceed.
· A background information document including a brief project description and map will be submitted to the relevant authorities, and interested and/or affected parties, to determine if they have any concerns or queries regarding the project. This will also give them the opportunity to comment on the proposed development. I&APs that will be contacted directly include the Middelburg South Mine, the manager of the mining village adjacent to the dam, the Mpumalanga provincial department responsible for roads and the Middelburg local authority.

· Eskom will provide information on landowners and land users (e.g. tenants) in the immediate vicinity of the proposed pipeline route.


An advert, as per DEAT guidelines, will be placed in a local newspaper (The Middelburg Observer) and regional newspaper (The Star) to notify the public of the proposed development. Comments will need to be registered within a period as prescribed by the environmental authority.


Notice boards advertising the application will be placed at visible locations on the site.


In accordance with the response that is received from interested and affected parties, it will be determined whether a public meeting or focus group meeting may be necessary.


The issues of I&APs will be recorded, investigated and addressed in the scoping report. 

4.
Other legal requirements

The project also requires a Water Use License in terms of Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act no. 36 of 1998). Eskom Generation has already lodged an application for this license with the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry. The application forms for the Water Use License will be included as an addendum to the scoping report. The outcomes of this application process will also be included in the scoping process if they are available at the time of completion of the scoping report.

5.
Time table of tasks

The proposed timetable for above tasks is as follows:

	ACTIVITY
	TIMING

	Registration of project with the relevant authority
	13/10/2003

	Submission of Plan of Study for Scoping to authority
	16/10/2003

	Approval of Plan of Study for Scoping
	16/10/2003

	Place on site notice boards
	17/10/2003

	Advertise in the local newspaper
	17/10/2003

	Public participation process which will include the general public and decision making authorities
	17/10/2003 – 31/10/2003

	Assessment of the issues identified
	17/10/2003 – 31/10/2003

	Assessment of the alternatives 
	24/10/2003 – 31/10/2003

	Compilation of report
	27/10/2003 – 31/10/2003

	Submission of report to DEAT
	05/11/2003

	Approval Period
	30 days from submission


6.
Involvement of the relevant authority
The relevant authorities have been identified as the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) and the Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture Conservation and Environment (MDACE).

Key dates for involvement of the authorities will be:

	Authority
	Subject and Date

	DEAT
	Project Registration on 10/10/2003

	DEAT; MDACE
	Site visit (16 October 2003)

	DEAT
	Submit Scoping Report on 05/11/2003


7.
Process to identify alternatives and issues

Possible alternatives, which have been identified thus far, include those relating to:

· Above ground or below ground installation of the pipeline; and

· Alternative pipeline routes.

The no-go alternative is not considered to be a feasible alternative in this instance, since failure to build the pipeline would result in a risk that the power station may not have sufficient water to continue operating.


The possible environmental risks and key issues identified include:

· Impact of vegetation;

· Erosion;

· Change of landform;

· Dust generation (during construction);

· Traffic disruption on provincial roads;

· Visual impact;

· Safety, health and security.

8.
Conclusion

Care has been taken to describe the process as clearly as possible and it is not envisaged that any changes will be necessary. However, should any additional information become available or additional consultation be required, the process will be adapted accordingly. All additional activities and information will be described in the Scoping Report.

I ...................................................... certify that the information provided is to the best of my knowledge true and correct.

Signed: .................................................
Date: .............................................……………
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