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FOCUS GROUP MEETING: 

HOPEWELL CONSERVANCY PROJECT 
 

Venue:           Sir Roy’s at the Sea, Port Elizabeth 

Date: Thursday, 08 October 2009 

Time: 10:00 

 

1 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Dave Blair thanked the attendees for attending the Focus Group Meeting and requested that each person 
introduce themselves, who they represent and their roles. 

 

The attendees were: 

Hopewell Conservancy Project: 

Mr Brian Corrigan 

Mr Michael Maughan-Brown 

Eskom: 

Ms Joyce Mashiteng: Project Manager 

Mr Thamsanqa Ngcobo: Transmission Planner 

Ms Lerato Mokgwatlheng: Senior Environmental Advisor 

Mr Deon Wilson: Servitude Negotiator 

SiVEST: 

Dave Blair: Project Manager 

Nicolene Venter: Public Participation 

 

2 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 
 

The purpose of the Focus Group Meeting was to discuss the possible routing of the Transmission power 
lines through the property of Hopewell Conservancy Project area. 

 

3 PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 

Dave Blair gave a brief overview regarding the proposed Thyspunt Transmission Lines Integration Project 
(TTLIP) and the current Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) status. 

 

The Hopewell Conservancy representatives were informed that SiVEST received the information for 
taking the proposed two (2) 400kV Transmission power lines through KwaNobuhlwe from the Nelson 
Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality (NMBMM) as the routing as indicated on the map is the only 
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space available through KwaNobuhle. The NMBMM also required a substation in the area and through 
consultation a site for the proposed 400kV Transmission (Tx) Substation was identified at Fitches Corner, 
and the NMBMM’s Distribution (Dx) Substation will be back-to-back to the proposed Tx Substation. 

 

The challenge now will be to find a corridor for these proposed Tx power lines to run lines from the 
proposed Tx Substation site at Fitches Corner to the Eskom’s existing Tx Substations at Grassridge and 
Dedisa. 

 

With the route information received from the NMBMM it clearly seems that there is a communication 
breakdown within the NMBMM as from the information received from Hopewell Conservancy, the corridor 
is not clear as indicated by the NMBMM. It needs to be recorded that the NMBMM did not inform SiVEST 
of Hopewell Conservancy’s approved development. 

 

4 DISCUSSION SESSION 

 
4.1. Brian Corrigan informed the project team that it is his understanding that the 100m corridor 

through KwaNobuhle, as provided by the NMBMM, to accommodate a substantial development 
that is planned just south of KwaNobuhle and potential future development. He made the 
assumption that the 1km corridor could be a trade off and that the 1km corridor was the 
maximum permissible space that could accommodate the proposed development and potential 
future development. 

4.2.  

Additional to the information already submitted to SiVEST, Hopewell Conservancy has been 
over the past 5 years in the process of land acquisition with the view of creating what will 
become a 7 000ha nature reserve, of which 3 000ha is currently owned by Hopewell 
Conservancy and the remainder will be incorporated through a joint venture with NMBMM. The 
property adjacent to Hopewell Conservancy is owned by the NMBMM. 

 

The landscape and state of the property has been described as: 

• Quite hilly 

• Pristine thicket vegetation 

• No previous farming 

 

4.3. Brian Corrigan informed the project team that in terms of the current layout plans for the 
Conservancy, and currently the Tx power line corridor is crossing through the area that is 
earmarked for the nature reserve, which will consist of bush lodges. It is therefore recommended 
that an alternative corridor / routing be identified. 

 

It was also pointed out that the biophysical specialist stated in his report that “no power lines to 
be constructed in conservation areas”. 
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4.4. Brian Corrigan informed the project team that the Hopewell Conservancy Project has been 
granted an Environmental Authorisation and the vegetation on the property has been mapped. 
The fencing of the property will be happening shortly and it was also mentioned that this project 
is part of the joint venture with the Wilderness Foundation and this indicated that this 
conservation area is of real and sound integrity. No big game will be introduced and the focus of 
the conservancy will be on botany. 

 

The team was also informed that Hopewell Conservancy will be declared a statutory nature 
reserve. 

 

4.5. Dean Wilson made reference to the existing power line on the property and enquire whether the 
proposed Tx power lines could be accommodated to run parallel to those power lines. He 
recommended that it could be utilized as a service corridor. 

 

Brian Corrigan responded that the existing power line is already a problem and hope to have it 
realigned. He informed the project team, by means of aerial photographs and their development 
layout plan that the northern section of the property is the pristine area that is earmarked for the 
nature reserve. By utilizing the existing Eskom power lines will add to the visual and tourism 
impact. 

 

4.6. Brian Corrigan stated that it was their assumption, reading the Scoping Report, that two 
alternatives were proposed for the Southern Corridor, the one being presented and another 
running north of the proposed Tx Substation site along the Rocklands Road. It was therefore 
their viewpoint that Alternative 1, as reference in the Scoping Report, be the preferred 
alternative.  

 

4.7. Dave Blair stated that it is fair to say that, for whatever reason, SiVEST received limited 
information late in the scoping phase as to what the purpose and planning for the Hopewell 
Conservancy, planned tourism. He said that the door is open in terms of selecting alternatives 
and that is the reason why SiVEST is now engaging with Hopewell Conservancy. The 
information received at the meeting change the routing of the proposed power lines through the 
Hopewell Conservancy. 

 

Copies of the EIA Report, especially the specialists’ studies, was requested and Brian Corrigan 
provided SiVEST with SRK’s website address (www.srk.co.za) and also informed SiVEST to 
make contact with the Project Leader at SRK, Mr Warwick Stewart. 

 

4.8. Brian Corrigan informed the project team that Hopewell Conservancy has been in consultation 
and working with the NMBMM for the last four years regarding this project, and that this project 
is seen as the “green lung” for the NMBMM. He also mentioned that one of the Environmental 
Authorisation conditions stipulated is that the development has to become a nature reserve. 
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It was agreed that the portion of Hopewell Conservancy bordering the St Albans prison is heavily 
degraded and as could be seen on the site layout, the southern portion of the property is 
planned for township development. 

 

4.9. Dave Blair reiterated that the project is not here to argue the status of vegetation, but to find a 
suitable / agreeable routing to link the proposed Tx Substation site with the 100m corridor 
provided by the NMBMM through KwaNobuhle. He stated that it is clear that SiVEST will have to 
re-think a possible routing. 

 

It was requested that Hopewell Conservancy, with the information that they received at this 
meeting, to make a recommendation as to how the Tx power lines could be route as to not 
impact on their development and to be outside their view shed. 

 

Brian Corrigan made the suggestion, as previously mentioned, that SiVEST consider Alternative 
2 or to route the lines along the Rocklands Road up to a point where it can cross over to link up 
with the 100m corridor through KwaNobuhle. It was also mentioned that the properties to the 
western border of Hopewell Conservancy is owned by the NMBMM and a possible routing 
through that area will mean that the project team will have to deal with one property owner only. 

 

Brian Corrigan enquired as to what is preventing the EIA team to link the proposed southern 
corridor from the proposed Tx Substation site with the northern corridor and thereby running all 
five Tx power lines in the northern corridor towards Grassridge and Dedisa. 

 

Dave Blair replied that the team will have to assess whether the land-use could accommodate 
five 400kV Tx power lines through the area and this is relevant to the Rocklands Road as well.  

 

Dean Wilson stated that from a technical point of view, consideration will also need to be given to 
the number of bends required as it is a costly exercise and Tx power lines cannot accommodate 
90° bends. 

 

4.10. Brian Corrigan enquired as to what time scales were. 

 

Dave Blair replied that in terms of the EIA, it is envisaged that the impact phase will take about 
six months to complete. However, it could be shorter or longer, depending on the specialist 
studies and inputs from I&APs and stakeholders. 

 

Joyce Mashiteng replied that in terms of the construction that for a 180km Tx power line one is 
looking at a construction period of two years. 

 

Dean Wilson added that should an Environmental Authorisation be granted, there is still an 
acquisition phase to be followed whereby a servitude will need to be negotiated and secured. 
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4.11. Brian Corrigan enquired whether the proposed Tx power lines are still required if the Nuclear 
Power Station is not constructed. 

 

Thamsanqa Ngcobo replied that these two proposed 400kV Tx power lines will still go ahead as 
they will be feeding the newly proposed PE Tx Substation from Eskom’s existing Tx Substations 
to feed into the NMBMM’s network.  

 

4.12. Dean Wilson commented that it seems the most feasible corridor option seems to be link the two 
proposed 400kV Tx power lines from the proposed new Tx Substation site north into the 
proposed northern corridor, from where all five the proposed Tx power lines would run toward 
Grassridge and Dedisa 

 

Thamsanqa Ngcobo said that running the five proposed nuclear power lines in one corridor would 
be of a national concern and it will jeopardize the system security in terms of constant electricity 
supply. He informed the attendees that the most important task for Transmission is to protect the 
nuclear plant in terms of security – meaning that should one line be down the other one still has 
to be operational. 

 

4.13. Michael Maughan-Brown informed the project team that it seems feasible to take the route north 
out of the proposed Tx Substation site and in line with the most northern corner of Hopewell 
Conservancy’s property, the route can route towards KwaNobuhle. The property that it will be 
traversing is owned by the NMBMM. 

 

Dave Blair said that SiVEST will have to consult with the NMBMM as SiVEST would want to 
make the assumption that the NMBMM would receive such a routing recommendation with open 
arms. 

 

4.14. Dave Blair stated that the development at the Hopewell Conservancy has now been identified as 
a fatal flow and as previously mentioned, SiVEST’s environmental team would have to go back to 
the drawing board and identify an alternative routing / corridor to link up with the 100m 
KwaNobuhle route. 

 

It was said that SiVEST will keep Hopewell Conservancy informed of any progress and it was 
enquired who will be the contact person from Hopewell Conservancy that can attend meetings, 
should it be required. 

 

Brian Corrigan replied that Mr Warick Steward from SRK can attend on their behalf, should they 
not be available to attend. 

4.15. Brian Corrigan, as a closing point, informed the project team that Hopewell Conservancy’s vision, 
which is supported by the NMBMM, for the area is to become statutory protected land that would 
be operated by the Wilderness Foundation. Their vision also includes the link between their 
property and up to Groendal Nature Reserve and down to Van der Kemps Kloof. 
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4.16. Michael Maughan-Brown informed the project team that the Hopewell Conservation property has 
already been zone to Open Space Zone 3 and was approved by the NMBMM’s Board. 

 

4.17. Brian Corrigan informed the project team that should they need any clarification or additional 
information to not hesitate to contact him or Mr Michael Maughan-Brown. 

 

5 CLOSURE AND THE WAY FORWARD 

 

Dave Blair thanked Hopewell Conservancy for their valuable comments regarding the corridor / route 
selection process and informed them that SiVEST will engage with Eskom, from a technical point of view, 
to submit an alternative corridor / route as discussed. SiVEST will engage with Hopewell Conservancy 
again either by calling a meeting, telephonically or e-mail, but they will be kept posted of progress. 

 

The way forward would be: 

• Distribution of the draft minutes to the attendees. It was pointed out that there is an internal process 
that needs to be followed for reviewing the minutes and these will be distributed as early as possible. 
Attendees will be required to verify the draft minutes, and should they believe that a comment has 
not been captured correctly, to rephrase the comment and submit it in writing to SiVEST 

• EIA process will kick-off once DEA inform SiVEST that the final Scoping Report has been accepted 
and the Plan of Study for EIA has been approved. It is anticipated that SiVEST will receive this letter 
within the following few weeks. 

• Once SiVEST receives the above-mentioned letter, and EIA Newsletter will be drafted and 
distributed to all registered I&APs informing them: 

o The commencement of the impact phase 

o The EIA process going forward 

o The consultation process to be followed 

 

The meeting was closed at 11:00. 


