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environmental affairs

Department:
Enviranmental Affairs
REPLBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447 PRETORIA - G00%- Fedaure Bullding - 318 Preteriug Btrest - PRETORIA
Tl (+ 27 12) 310 3911 - Fax (+ 2742) 322 2682

Reference: 12/12/20/1350
Enquiries: Ms Tebogo Mapinga
Telephone: 012-395-1805 Fax: (12-320-753¢ E-mafl: TManingagdenvi

Ms Anrea van Gensen

Eskom Holdings Limited Pty (Ltd)
P.0. Box 356

BLOEMFONTEIN

8300

Fax:. 051404 2872
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Ms Van Gansen

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A
20MVA SUBSTATION, 132KV LOOP IN LINE AND A 22KV OVERHEAD POWER LINE IN
SCHMIDTSDRIFT, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINGE

With rafarence to the abovementioned application, please be advised that the Department has deckded
1o grant authorisation. The environmantal authorisation and reasons for the decision are aitached
herewith,

In terms of reguiation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Aseassment Regulations, 2006, you are
instructed fo notify all registered interested and affactad paries, in writing and within 7 (seven) calendar
days of the date of this letter, of the Depariment's decision in respect of your application as well as the
provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are provided for in the ragulations,

Your attention le drawn o Chapter 7 of the Reguiations which regulates appeal procaduras, Aftached
please find a simplifiad copy of the appeals procedure to be followed. Kindly inolude a copy of this
procedure with the letter of nofification to interested and affected parties.

A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:

za at the

Mr T Zwane, Senlor Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3929, zwansfenvirg
Department, .

Should anry party, including you, wish to appeal any aspect of the dacision, they / you must, inter alla,
lodge & notice of intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of receiving notice of the decision,
by means of one of the following methods:
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By facsimile;  012-320-7561;

By post; Private Bag X447, Pratoria, 0001; or

By hand: 2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower, cnr. Van der Walt and
Pretorius Streets, Pretoria.

You (applicant) must alsa serve a copy of the notica of intention o appeal on all registered Interested
and affectsd parties as well as a notice indicating whare, and for what period, the appeal submission
will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

Please include the Department (Attention: Diractor, Environmental Impact Evaluation) in the list of

interested and affected partfies. notified through your notification letter to interested and affected parties,
for racord purposas.

The authorised activity shall not commence within thity (30) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.  Further, please note that the minister may, on receipt of appeals against the

authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcoms of the appeals
pracadura. ‘

i Ties McCourt
{ DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT
Degartment of Environmental Affairs

- Date: Sepﬁtmbef R0(0

CGC: Ms Carmen du Toit The Environmental Partnership Fax: 021 422 0098
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APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF R. 385 OF 2006 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

APPLICANT

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES {IAPs)

1. Recalve notice of Environmental Authorisation from the
relavant Compatent Authority

1,

Recolva notico of Environmertal Authorisation from
Applicany/Consultant

2. Within 10 days of receipt of notifieation, notify the ralevant
Competent Autharity and all IAPs of intention to appeal

2,

Within 10 days of recsint of notffication, notify the relevant
Competent Authority of intention to appeal

3. Notifieation sarved by the Applicant must include:
3.1, A copy of the notice of intention to appeal; and
3.2, A notice Indicating where and for what peried the
appeal submission will be available for inspaction
by all |1APs

3

Appellant must serve on the Applicant

3.1. A capy of the notics of intention to appeal

3.2. A notice indicating where and for what period the appeal
submission will be available for inspection by the
applicant

4. The appeel must be submitted to the relevant Competent
Authority or delegated organ of State within 3Q days of
lodaing of the natice of intention to appeal

The appeal must be submitted fo the relevant Competent
Authority or delegated organ of Stats within 30 days of
ladiaing of the notice of intention to appeal

5. A parson or oman of stete that receives notica of an
appeel may submit a responding atatement to the relevant
Competent Authonity or delegated onyan of state within 30
days from the date that the appeal submission wes made
available for Inspecilon by the appellant

An Applicant that receives notice of an appeal may aubmit a
reaponding statement to the relevant Competent Autharity or
delegated organ of State within 30 days from the date the
appeal submission was made available for inspaction by the

appellant

NOTES:

1. An appeal against a declslon must be lodged with:-
)

the Ministar of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision was issued by the Director- General of the Department of

Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

b)

the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Davelopment if the applicant is the Depariment of Water Affairs and the decislon

was [ssued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ har

capacity as the delegated Competant Authority;
e}

o

delegatad Competent Authority;
the delegeted organ of state where relevant,

2. An appeal lodged with:s

the MEG if the decision was lssued by the Head of Department (or another official) acting In his/ her capacity as the

g) the Minlster of Water and Environmenite! Affairs must be submitted to the Dapartment of Environmantal Affairs;

b} the Minlster of Justice and Constitutional Devalopment must ba submitted to the Departmeant of Enviranmantaf Affairs;
¢) the MEC must be submitted to the provinclal depariment responsible for environmental affairs;

d) the delegated organ of state, where relevant, must be submitied to the delegated organ of state,

3. An appeal must be:-
a)
b) accompanied by
¢ astatement setting out the grounds of appeat;

on an affisial form obtainable or published by the relevant dapamnent;

« supparting documentation which Is referred to in the appeal and is not available to the relevant Competent Authority;
» astatemeant that the appellant hae complied with regulation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the notices referrad to in

regulation 62,
» the prescribed appeal fee, if any.

4. A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:
See authonisation cover letter,




£2.5EP.2010 13:24 051 404 2872 L&ND DEVELOFMENT #6034 P.DD4 /D14

W environmental affairs

Depariment;
Envirapenental Affalre
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation register number:  12/12/20/1350

Last amended: First issue
Holder of authorisation: Eskom Holdings Limited Pty
(Ltd)
Location of activity: Schmidsdrift, Northern Cape
| Province

g
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Department of Environmental Affairs
. Enviranmental Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/20/1350

Decision

The Department is safisfied, on the basis of information avallable to It and subject to compliance with

the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicent should be authorised to undettake
the activity specified below.

Detalis regarding the basis on which the Department ragched this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powars conferred on it by the National Environmental Managemant Act, 1898 (Act Ne.
107 of 1988) and the Environmental Impar:'t Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Dapartment hereby
authorises ~

ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED PTY (LTD)

with the following contact details —

Ms Anrea van Gensen

Eskom Holdings Limited Pty (Ltd)
F.0. Box 356

BLOEMFONTEIN

8300

Tel: 051404 2040
Fax: 051404 2072

to undertake the following activity (hereafter referred to as “the activity™:

GN R.386 activities

ltem 1{m): "The construction of facilfies or infrastructure, including associated structures or
infrastructure, for any purpose in the one in ten year flood line of a river or stream, or within
32 metres from the bank of a river or stream where the flood line Is unknown, excluding
purposes assoclated with existing residential use, but includin;;b

0
A\
Page 2f 11 \)
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Autharisation Reg. No. 121127201350

i, canals;
il channels;
iii. bridges;
Iv. -dams; and
\). weirs;

@GN R.367 activities

Item 1(]): “The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including assotiated structures or infrastructure,
for the transmission and distribution of above ground electriclly with a capacity of 120 kifovolts
or more”,

as described in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report dated October 2009, as the proposed
construction of a 20MVA substation, 132kV loap-in line and a 22kV overhead power line in Schmidtsdnift,
within the Northem Cape Province, hereafter referrad to as “the property”.

Conditions

Scope of authorisation

1. The Route Alternative 1a identifiad in the EIR dated May 2010 is hareby approved.

2. Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which
form part of the envirenmantal authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

3. The holder of the authorisation shall ba responsible for ansuring compliance with the condifions
contalned In this environmental authorisation, This includes any person acting on the holder's
behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee,
consuitant or person rendering a service to the holder of the authorlsation,
The activities authorised may only be carred cut at the property as described above,
Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out In this authotisation must be
approved, In writing, by the Depariment before such changes or devistions may he effected. In
assessing whether fo grant such approvat or nat, the Daparimant may requast such information
as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations

QW“’
Page 3 of 11 U
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmantal Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1350

and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for furthar authotisation in
lerms of the regulations,

8, This activity must commence within a period of four (4) yaars from the date of Issue. I
commancement of the activity doss not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a
new application for environmental autharisation must ba made in order for the activity to be
undertaken. Commencament with one activity listed in terms of this authonisation constitutes
commencamant of all authorised activities.

7. This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to cemply
with any other stafutery requirements that may be applicable fo the undertaking of the activity.
7.1 Relevant legislation that must be complied with by the holder of this authorlsation includes,

inter alla:

» Archaeological remains, artificial features and structures older than 60 years are
protected by National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1968). Should any
archasological artefacts be exposed during excavation for the purpese of construction,
construction in the vicinity of the finding must be stopped immediately. A regiatered
Hefitage Specialist must be called o the site for inspaction. Under no circumstances
shall any heritage matarial be destroyed or ramoved from the site and the relevant
heritage resource agency must be Informed about the finding. Heritage remains
uncovered or disturbed during earthworks must not be disturbed further unfil the
necessary approval has been obtained from the South African Heritage Resources
Agency and/or any of their delegated provincial agencies,

» All provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 85 of 1983).

« All provisions of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998),

s All provigions of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act
10 of 2004),

¢ Ali provisions of the National Environmental Managament: Protected Areas Act, 2003
(Act 57 of 2003) and its Regulations.

8, Vegetation clearing must be kept within the servitude of the power line and the footprint of the
substation. Mitigation measures must be implemented to reduce the risk of erosion and the
invasion of alien spaclés. |

9. Aninfegrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
minimisation and must incomerate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate.

: ?N\ "

Page 4 of 11 \)
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Department of Envirenmental Affairs
Enviranmental Authorisafion Reg, No. 12/12/20/1350

Any solld waete shall be disposed of at o landfill ficensed in terms of section 20 (b) of the
National Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 58 of 2008),

Appoal of authorisation

10.  The holder of the authorisation must nolify every registerad interested and affacted party, in
writing and within 10 (ten) calendar days, of receiving notice of the Department's decision 1o
authorise the activity,

11, The naotification referred must —

14,1 specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

11.2  inform the Interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in
Chapter 7 of the regulations;

11.3  advise the inlerested and affected parly that a copy of the authorisation will be
fumnighed on request, and

114  give the reasons for the dacision.

Management of the activity

12.  The Environmantal Management Plah (EMP) that was received by the depariment on 03 May
2010 Is herehy approved by this Department. The Applldant will have the responsibllity of
implementing the approved EMP,

13 The EMP must be seen as a dynamic documant. However, any changes to the EMP, which are
environmentally defendable, must be submitted to DEA for acceptance before such changes
could be effactad.

4. The recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the EIR dated May 2010 must be
adhered to and incorporated as part of the EMP where applicahle.

15. Al corespondence with regard to this application must be forwarded for attention to The
Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation within the Depariment.

Monitoring

18.  The applicant must appoint a sultably experlencad Environmental Coniro! Officer (ECO) for the
construction phase of the development that will have the responsibility to ensure that the

L

Page § of 11
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Depariment of Environmenta! Aftairs
Enviranmantal Authorisation Reg. No. 1212/20/1350

mitigation / rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this authorisation are
implementad and ko ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP.

7. The ECO shall be appointed hefore commencement of any land clearing or construction
activitles.

18 The ECO shall keep record of all activities on site, problems identifled, transgressions noted
and & task schedule of 1asks undertaken by the ECO.

18, The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabiltation measures, as raquired for
implermentation due fo eanstruction damage, are completed and the site Is ready for operation.

20.  Records relating io monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for
ingpection to any ralavant and compatent authority in respect of this development.

Recording and reporting to the Department

21, The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report to the Department
upan completion of the conatruction and rehabilitation activities. The environmental audit report
must -

211 Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the audior and the outcome of the audit in
terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well as the
raquirements of the EMP.

21.2  Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available
for Inspection to any relevant and competent authority In respect of this development.

22, All compliance monitoring and audit reports must be submitted to the Director: Compliance
Monitoring. '

Commencement of the activity

23, The authorised activity shall not commenca within thirty (30) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.

24, Should you be notified by the minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you shail not commence with the activity unless authorised by the minister in
writing.

(o

Page 6 of 11 ~—
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Departmant of Environmental Affairs
Environmantal Authorisation Rag, No. 12/42/2011350

Notification to authorities

25.  Fourteen (14) days written nofice must be given o the Depariment that the activity will
commence. Commencement for the purpoeses of this condition includes site preparation. The
hotice must include @ date on which it is anticipated that the ectivity will commence. This
notification period may coincide with the period contemplated in 23 above.

Operation of the activity

26.  Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity operational
phase will commence,

27, The applicant must complle an operational EMP for the operational phase of the activity or
altemativsly, if an operational EMP exists for the ares; it must be amended to Include the
proposed activity as appliad for authorisation.

Site closure and decommissioning

28, Should the activity ever caase or bacome redundant, the applicant shall undereke the required
actions as prescribed by legistation at the time and comply with all relovant legal requirements
administerad by any relevant and compatent authority at that time.

Specific conditions

29.  Vogetation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum. Mlfigation measures must be
implemented as recommended in the specialist studies and EMP to reduce the risk of erosion
and the invaslon of allen species.

30.  Where protected shapherd's frees Boscia albitrunca fall within an area to be cleared and have

to be removed, pemmits are required from the Depariment of Water Affairs and Foresiry
(Upington) before construction procesds.

31, Allrecommendations staied on pages 13 & 14, section 7 of the Vegetation Assessment Report
and the Draft Environmental Management plan must be adhered to.

32, A permit must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation agency for the remaval or
destruction of indiganous protected and endangered plant and animel species.

LA
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Deparimant of Environmental Affairs
Environtmanital Authorieation Reg. No. 12112/20/1350

3. Coples of permits in respect of 30 and 35 above required must be submitted to the Department

for racord keeping.

34, No exofic plants may be used for rehabilitation purpose. Only indlganbus plants of the area may
be utilised.

General

3. Acopy of this authorisation must be kept at the property where the activity wil be undertaken.
The autharisation must be produced fo any authorised official of the Department who requests
to see it and must be made avallable for inspection by any employee or agent of the helder of
the authorisation who worke or undertakes work at the property.

36, Where any of the applicant's contact detalls change, including the name of the responsibie
person, the physlcal or postal address andlor telephonic details, the applicant must notlfy the
Dapartment as soon as the naw details become known to the applicant,

87.  The holder of the ruihorisation must notify the Depariment, in writing and within 48 (forty eight)
hours, if any condition of this authonsation cannet be or is not adhered fo. Any nofification in
terms of this condltion must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. Non-
compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1698 and the regulations.

3B.  National govemment, provincial govemment, local authorities or committees appointed in terms
of the conditions of this autharisation or any athar public authority shall not be held responsible
for any damages or lossas suffered by the applicant or his suceessor In tifle in any instance
where construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporatlly or permanantly
stopped for reagons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as

*setoutin this document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of
authorisation,

Date of anvironmental authorisation: _3| ngg&mber (0

DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT
Department of Environmental Affairs

Page 8 of 11
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Department of Environmental Affel
Enviranmantal Aumﬂﬂsaslnon Rﬁg. No. 12/12/20/1350

Annexure 1: Reasons for Declslon

1. Background ‘

The applicant, Eskom Holdings Limlted applied for the following activity:

GN R.286 activities

ltemn 1(m): *“The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or
infrastructurs, for any purpose in the one in tan year flood line of a river or stream, or
within 32 metras from the bank of a river or sfroam where the flood line /s unknown,
axcluding purposes assaclated with existing esidential use, but including -

I canalg;
ii. channals,
. bridges;
iv. dams; and
V. Weirs.

GN R.387 actlvities

infrastructure, for the fransmission and distrib
capacity of 120 kilovolts or more®,

lism 1(l): “The construction of faciliies or infrastructurs, including associated structures or
Lﬂon of gbhove ground electricity with a

- - for the proposed construction of a 20MVA substation, 132kV loop-in fine and a 22kV overhead

power line in Schmidisdrift, within the Northern Cape Pravince on page 1 of the Environmental
Impact Report dated October 2009,

The applicant appointed The Environmental Partnership to undertake an environmental
assessmant process in accordance with the EIA Regulatiops, 2008,

A

Fage 9ol 11
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Dapartment of Enviranmantal Affairs
Enviranmantal Autharisation Reg. No. 121 2/2011 350

3.

information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, infer alia, the following into consideration -

&) The Information contained in the EIR dated Octobar 2008 and the specialist studies which
were included in the EIR;

b) Mitigation measures as proposed In the EIR dated October 2000 , apecialist studies and the
EMP; and

c) The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelings, Including
saction 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 {Act No. 107 of 1698).

Key factors considered in making the dacision

All information presented 1o the Depattment was taken into account in the Department's
congidaration of the application. A summary of the Issues which, in the Depariment’s view, were
of the most significance Is set out belaw,

a) Details prdvlded of the qualifications of the EAP Indicate that the EAP is competent fo carry
out the environmental impact assessment procadures.

b) The EIR dafed October 2008 included a description of the environment that may be affectad
by the activity and the manner in which the bhysical. biological, social, economic and cultural
aspects of the environment may be affected by the proposed activity.

¢) The EIR dated October 2009 identified @Il legislation and guidelines that have been
considered in the praparation of the EIR dated October 2009 and the legislation and
guidelines that wilt be considered in the pmpamtian of the Environmental Impact Assessmeant.

d) The proposed methodology used in asaessiﬁg the potential impacts identified in the EIR dated
Qctobar 2008,

&) A sufficlent publie participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the
minimum requiremants as prescribed In the EIA regulations, 2006 for public Invelvement.

. il
N
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1350

4, Findings

After consideration of the Information and factors listed above, the Department made the
following findings -

» The majority of impacts on the natural anvironment associated with the proposed consruction
of the powsr iine and substation ara considered fo be of low in significance provided that the
mitigation measures are implemenied.

+ The identification and assessment of impacts are detalled in the EIR dated October 2008 Is &
sufficient assassment of the key Identlfied issues and impacts have baen completed.

s The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

s The proposed mitigation of impacts ideniifisd and assessed adequately curtails the identified
Impaocts,

o Alllsgal and procedural requirements have been met,

o The information contained in the EIR dated Oclober 2008 and the additional information
racelved by the Department on 08 August 2010 is accurate and credible,

v+ EMP measures for the pre-construction, conetruction and rehabilitation phases of the
davelopment were propased and Inciuded In the EIR and will be implemenied to manage the
identified environmental impacts during the construction process,

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject fo compfiance with the conditions
contalned in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
objsctivas‘of intagrated environmental management laid down in Chapter & of the National
Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmentat impacts

'resultlng from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable levels, The application I8
accordingly granted,

Page 11 of 11



