environmental affairs

'Depammm:
Environmental Affairs
REPURBLIG OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001- Fedeure Building - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3911 « Fax (+ 2712) 322 2682

NEAS Reference: 000128/2011
DEA Reference: 12/12/20/2009
Enquiries: Yolisa Zokufa
Telephone: 012-395-1782 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mall:yzokufa@environment gov.za

Ms. Andrea van Gensen

Eskom Distribution North-West Reglon
P.O. Box 356

BLOEMFONTEIN

9300

Fax no: (061) 404 2972
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Ms. van Gensen

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION . iN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R. GN R. 544/546: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
OF A 132KV ESKOM LINE FROM KIMBERLY DS TO THE HOMESTEAD SUBSTATION, KIMBERLY,
NORTHERN CAPE

With reference to the abovementioned application, please be advised that the Department has decided to
grant the authorisation. The environmental authorisation and reasons for the decision are attached
herawith. ;

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulafions, 2010, you are instructed
to notify all registered interested and affected parties (1APs), In writing and within twelve (12) calendar days
of the date of this letter, of the Depariment's decision in respect of your application as well as the provisions
regarding the making of appeals that are provided for in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Regulations, 2010.

In addition, the holder of the authorisation must publish a nofice ~

o informing interested and affected parties of the decision;

o informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; and

e  drawing the attention of interested and affected parties to the fact that an appeal may be lodged
against this decision ’

in the newspapers contemplated and used In terms of regulation 54(2)(c) and (d) and which newspaper

was used for the placing of advertisements as part of the public participation process.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the EIA Regulations, 2010, which regulates appeal procedures.
Aftached please find a simplified copy of the appeals procedure to be followed. Kindly include a copy of this
procedure with the letter of notification to [APs.



A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from: Mr TH Zwane, Senior Legal Administrator
{Appeals), Tel: 012 310 3929, TZwane@environment.qov.za at the Department.

Should any party, including the applicant, wish fo appeal any aspect of the decision, they or the applicant
musl, inter alia, lodge a notice of intention to appeal with the Minister, within 20 days after the date of the
decision, by means of one of the following methods: : ‘

By facsimile: 012 320-7561
or
By post. Department of Environmental Affairs
Private Bag X447
Pretoria
0001

or
By hand: Fedsure Forum Building,
2nd Floor Norh Tower
Comer Van der Walt and Pretorius Streets
Pretoria

If the appellant is a person other than the applicant, the appellant must within ten (10) days of lodging the
notice of Intention to appeal, provide a copy of the notice fo the applicant and a notice indicating where and
for what period the appeal submisston will be available for inspection by the applicant.

If the applicant is the-gppellant, the applicant must also provide a copy of the notice of intention to appeal,
within ten (10) days of having lodged such notice, to each person and organ of state which was a
registered interested and affected party. The applicant must furthermore provide all the above-mentioned
registered interested and affected parties with a notice indicating that the appeal submission will be made
avallable on the day of lodging it with the Minister or MEC, and indicate where and for what period the
appeal submission will be available for inspection by such person or orgen of state.

Please include the Department, attention of he Director. Environmental impact Evaluation, in the list of
IAPs, notified through your notification letter of the decision, for record purposes.

The authorised activity or activities shall not commence within thirty (30) days of the dale of signature of the
authorisation. An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107
of 1998 (as amended), does not suspend an environmental authorisation or exemption, or any provisions or
conditlons attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minlster, MEC or delegated organ of state directs
otherwise. ‘

Yours sincerely

L

ibusisiwe Hlela
ACTING CHIEF DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT
Department of Environmental Affairs

Date: /&7 M::Z 20//

CcG Ms Vic Na Strategic Environmental Focus Fax; (012) 349 1229
Mr M.F Phatedi Sol Plaatjie Local Municipality Fax: 086 553 7207
My TH Zwane Appeals Autharity (DEA) Fax: 012 320 7561

2



APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 AS PER GN R.
543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON
RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

APPLICANT INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs)
1. Receive nolice of Environmental Authorisalion (EA) from | 1. Receive notice of Envionmental Authorisation (EA)
| _the relevant Competent Authority (CA). from Applicant/Consultant.
2" Wilhin 20 days after the date of the dacision, notify the | 2. Within 20 days of date of the dacision, notify the
relevant Appeal Authority of the intention to appeal. relevant Appeal Authority of the intention to appeal.
3. The Applicant must within 10 days of having submitted the 3. Appeliant must within 10 days of - having submitted the

ragistered I1AP- 3.1 a copy of the notice of intention to appeal; and
3.1 a copy of the notice of intention to appeal, and 3.2 a nolice indicating where and for what period the
- 3.2 a notice indicating that the appeal submission will be appeal submisslon will be available for inspection
made avalable on the day of lodging it with the by the applicant.

notice of ntention fo appeal, as indicated in 2 above, notice of intention to appeal, as indicated in 2 above,
provide fo each persons and organ of stale who was a provide the applicant with-

Appeal Authority and where and for what perlod the
appeal submission will be available for inspection by
such registered IAP.

The appeal must be submitted to the Appeal Authority 4. The appeal must be submitted fo the Appeal Authority

within 30 days after the lapsing of the 20 days perlod within 30 days after the lapsing of the 20 days period
which Is allowed for the submission of the notice of which is allowed for the submission of the notice of
intention to appeal. intention to appeal.

A persan or organ of stae that receives notice of an | 5. An applicant fhat receives notice of an appeal may
appeal may submit a responding statement to the relevant submit a responding statement to the relavant Appeal
Appeal Authority or designated organ of state within 30 Authority or designated organ of state within 30 days
days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged from the date the appeal submission was lodged with
with the Appeal Authority. the Appeal Authority.

NOTES:

1

An appeal against a decislon must be lodged with-
a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision was lssued by the Director-General of the Department of
Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

" b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development f the applicant is the Department of Waler Affairs and the

decision was lssued by the Diractor-General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in
histher capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

¢) the MEC if the decision was Issued by the Head of Department (or anather official) acting in hisier capacity as ihe
delegated Competent Authority; or

d) the delegated organ of stale where relevant.

An appeal lodged with- :

a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs must be submifted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;

b)  the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must ba submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;
¢) the MEC must be submitted to the provinctal department responsible for environmental affairs; or

d) the delegated organ of state, where relavant, must be submitted to the delegated organ of state.

An appeal must be-
a) onan official form obtainable or published by the relevant Appeal Authority;
b) accompanied by:
o astatement setting out the grounds of appeal;
« supporling documentation which is referred to in the appeal and Is not available to the relevant Appeal Authority;
« astatement that the appeilant has complied with regutation 60 (2) or (3) has been complied with together with
coples of the notices referred to In regulation 60; and
» the prescribed appeal fee, f any.

A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:
Mr TH Zwane, Senlor Legal Administrator (Appeals): Tel: 012 310 3929, TZwane@environment.gov.za
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environmental affairs
Department:

Environmental Affais

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

In terms of ragulation 36 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A 132KV ESKOM POWERLINE FROM KIMBERLY DS TO THE HOMESTEAD
SUBSTATION IN KIMBERLY, NORTHERN CAPE

SOL PLAATJIE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Authorisation register number: 12/12/20/2009

NEAS reference number: ~0007129/2011

Last amended: | First issue

Holder of authorisation: ESKOM

Location of activity: NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCE

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibifity to comply with any
other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.

SHY



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2008
NEAS Reference Number: 0012972011

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information avallable to it and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake
the aciivity/ies spacified below.

" Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.
107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Department hereby
authorises -

Eskom Holdings Limited (Eskom)
with the following contact details —

Ms. Andrea van Gensen

Eskom Distribution North-West Region
P.Q. Box 356

BLOEMFONTEIN

9300

Tel:  (051) 404 2040 6867
Fax. (061) 404 2072
E-mail. andrea.vangensen@eskom.co.za

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activities” indicated in Listing Notices 1
and 3 (GN R 544 & 546) .
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Department of Environmental Affalrs

Environmental Authorisation Reg.

No. 12/12/20/2009

NEAS Reference Number: 00128/2011

Listed activities

Activity/Project description

GNR. 544: ftem 10():

The construction of facilities or Infrastructure
for the fransmission and distribution of
electricity outside urban areas or industrial

| complexes with a capacity of more than 33

but less than 271 kilovolts.

GNR. item 11:

xi) Infrastructure or structures covering 50m2
or more where such consiruction occurs
within a watercourse .measured from the
edge of a watercourse, excluding where such
construction will occur behind the
development setback line,

GN R. 546: ltem 16:

The construction of:

iv) infrastructure covering 10 square metres or
more where such construction occurs within a
watercourse or within 32 metres of a
watercourse, measured from the edge of a
watercourse  excluding  where  such
construction  will occur  behind  the
development setback line,

) Outside urban areas in:

aa) A protected area identified in terms of
NEMPAA excluding conservancies

bb) National Protected Area Expansion
Strategy Focus areas;

cc) World Heritage Sites;

dd) Sensitive areas as identified in an
environmental Management framework as
contemplated in chapter 5 of the competent
authority

ge) Sites or areas identifled in terms of an

International Convention:
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Department of Environmental Aftairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/20/2008
NEAS Reference Number: 00128/2011

ff) Critical biodiversity areas or ecosystem
services areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent
authority or in bioregional plants; or

gg) Core areas in biosphere reserves

as described in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated December 2010 at

m' ~ | Latitude ‘ e “Longitude. _
Hiomaiive B2 Puple oul) sl AT RErS | 204TBFE
Middle ' 280424445'S 24947 539" E
End 2804432.77" § 24048 5081" E

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

A Altemative B2 (Purple route) Is hereby approved for the proposed construction of a 132kV
power line from Kimberly DS to the Homestead Substation in Kimberly, Sol Plaatje Local
Municipality, Northemn Cape.

2" Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which
form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

3 The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions
contained in this environmental authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder's
behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee,
consultant or person rendering a service to the holder of the authorisation.

4. Theactivities authorised may only be cartied out at the property s described above.

5. The recommendalions and mitigation measures recorded in the BAR dated December 2010

must be adhered to.
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Enviranmental Authorisaion Reg. No, 12/12/20/2008
NEAS Reference Number: 00129/2011

10.

Any changes 1o, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorisation must be
approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Depariment may request such information
as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations
and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in
terms of the regulations.

This activity must commence within a period of 3 years from the date of issue of this

authorisation. f commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the

authorisation lapses and a new application for environmental authorisation must be made in .

order for the activity to be undertaken.

Commencement with one actvity listed In terms of this authorisation constitutes

commencement of all authorised activities.

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply

with any other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.

Relevant legislation that must be complied with by the holder of this authorisation includes,

inter alle: ’

e The National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act no. 25 of 1999) protecting the
ardmeobglcal remains, artificial features and structures older than 60 years. Should any
archaeological artefacts be exposed during excavation for the purpose of construction,
construction in the vicinity of the finding must be stopped immediately. A registered
Heritage Specialist must be called to the site for inspection. Under no circumstances
shall any heritage material be destroyed or removed from the site and the relevant
heritage resource agency must be informed about the finding. Heritage remains
uncovered or disturbed during earthworks must not be disturbed further until the
necessary approval has been obtained from the South African Heritage Resources
Agency and/or any of their delegated provincial agencies.

o Allprovisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 86 of 1993).

¢ Allprovisions of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998).

e Al provisions of the National Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of 1998).

« Al provisions of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act 10
of 2004).

e Al provisions of the National Environmental Management: Protecled Areas Act, 2003
{Act 57 of 2003) and its Regulations.

A
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Reference Number: 00129/2011

11.

The holder of an environmental authorisation must nofify the competent authority of any
alienation, transfer and change of ownership rights in the property on which the activity is to
take place.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

12 The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in
writing and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of
the decision to authorise the activity.

13.  The notification referred to must -

134  specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

132  Inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in
Chapter 7 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010;

133 advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be
fumished on request, and

134  give the reasons of the competent authority for the decision.

" 44, The holder of the authorisation must publish a notice ~
144  informing interested and affected parties of the decision;
142  informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; and

143  drawing the attention of interested and affected parties 1o the fact that an appeal may
be lodged against this decision

in the newspaper(s) contemplated and used n terms of regulation 54(2)(c) and (d) and which

newspaper was used for the placing of adverfisements as part of the public participation

process.

Management of the activityfies

15.  The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Application for
EA is hereby approved. This EMPr must be implemented and adhered fo.

Monitoring

16.  The applicant must appoint a suitably experienced Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibility to ensure that the
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Reference Number: 00129/2011

) 17.
'\Q\\S/"lﬂ.

19.
20.

21.

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this authorisation are '
implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMPr.

The ECO shall be appointed before commencement of any authorised activity/ies.

Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the Director.
Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

The ECO shall keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, iransgressions noted
and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for
implementation due to construction dameage, are completed and the site is ready for operation.
Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for
inspection to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Recording and reporting to the Department

22,

2,

24,

25.

26.

All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, required to ba
submitted to the Depariment in terms of this authorisation, must be submitted to the Director:
Compllance Monitoring at the Department.

 The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report fo the Department

within 30 days of completion of the construction and rehabilitation activities.

The environmental audit report must indicate ihe date of the audit, the name of the auditor and
the outcome of the audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions
as well as the requirements of the EMPr.

Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for
inspection to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

All compliance monitoring and audit reports must be submitied to the Director: Compliance
Monitoring.

Commencement of the activityfies

21,

28.

The authorised activityfies shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature
of the authorisation. '

An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107
of 1998 (as amended), does not suspend an environmental authorisation or exemption, or any

&
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Department of Environmental Affales
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Refarence Number. 00129/2011

provisions or conditions attached thereto, or ‘any directive, unless the Minister, MEC or
delegated organ of state directs otherwise.

99,  Should you be nofified by the Minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you may not commence with the activityfies until such time that the Minister allows
you to commence with such an acfivity in writing.

Notification to authorities

. _
/' 30. | Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity/ies will |

\/,

commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The
nofice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence, as well as
a reference number. This notification period may coincide with the period contemplated in 27
above.

Operation of the activity/ies

31.

Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity operational
phase will commence.

Site closure and decommissioning

39 Should the activityies ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with al relevant legal
requirements administered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.

" Specific conditions

33.  No activities will be allowed to encroach into a water resource without a water use authorisation

 being in place from the Depariment of Water Affairs.

34, , Vegetation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum. Mitigation measures must be
implemented to reduce the risk of erosion and the invasion of alien species.

35.  No exolic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area

may be utilised.

W
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2000
NEAS Refarence Number: 00129/2011

36.

37.

39.

40,

M.

42,

Construction must mc!uda appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface
movement of water along drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsuiface
flows. Drainage measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off.

The applicant is required to inform the Provincial Northern Cape Department of Environmental
Affairs and Nature Conservation and this Depariment should the removal of protected species
medicinal plans and “data deficient” plant species be required.

An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate.
Any solid waste shall be disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of section 20 (b) of the
Nafional Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008),

Interaction of birds with power lines should be prevented by the existing and approved Eskom
bird diverters. Sufficient bird diverters must be Installed on the central 10 meters of the lines

between pylons/poles for the length of the powerline within the De Beers section as well as

being installed on the entire span length between pylons/poles for the section of the power line

where it fums west towards the Homestead Substation. Flappers must b able fo be fitted in

place so that they do not drift along the line and be readily and cost effectively installed on, or

removed from existing lines.

All areas of intact indigenous vegetation should be retained where possible and site clearance

during the construction phase should be kept at the minimum

The construction site must be clearly demarcated and clear signage must be erected during the
construction phase.

Ablution faciliies must be available for the construction workers during the construction phase.

These facilities must be removed when the proposed project is completed.

General

43.

A copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr must be kept at the property where the
activityfies will be undertaken. Thé authorisation and approved EMPr must be produced to any
authorised official of the Department who requests to see it and must be made available for
Inspection by any employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or
undertakes work at the properly.

W
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Reference Number: 00128/2011

44,  Where any of the applicant's contact details change, including the name of the responsible

person, the physical or postal address and/or telsphonic details, the applicant must nofify the
Department as soon as the new details become known to the applicant.

45 The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48 (forty eight)
hours, if any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any notification In
terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. Non-
compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1898 and the regulations.

46.  National government, provincial govemnment, local authorities or committees appointed in terms
of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible
for any damages o losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in title in any instance
where construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently
stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as
set out in this document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of
authorisation.

5

Date of environmental authorisation: /9 vl 2wl

Ms. Sibusisiwe Hiela
ACTING CHIEF DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT
Department of Environmental Affairs
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs

" Environmental Autherisaion Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Reference Number. 00129/2011

Annexure 1: Reasons for Declsion

Background

The applicant, Eskom Holdings (Pty) Lid, applied for the following activity/les:

Listed activities

Activity/Project description

GN R, 544 Jtem 10(1)

The construction of facilities or infrastructure
for the transmission and distibution of
electricity outside urban areas or Industrial
complexes with a capacity of more than 33
but less than 271 kilovolts.

GNR. ftem 11:

x) infrastructure or structures covering 50m?2
or more where such construction occurs
within a watercourse .measured from the
edge of a watercourse, excluding where such
construction will occur behind the
development setback fine.

-

GN R. 546: ltem 16:

The construction of:

iv) Infrastructure covering 10 square metres or
more where such construction occurs within a
watercourse or within 32 metres of a
watercourse, measured from the edge of a
watercourse  excluding  where  such |-
construction  will occur behind the
development selback line.

il) Qutside urban areas in:

bb) A protected area identified in terms of
NEMPAA ,excluding conservancies

bb) National Protected Area Expansion
Strategy Focus areas;

cc) World Heritage Sites;

&4
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorlsation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Referance Number: 00129/2011 y

dd) Sensitive areas as identified in an
environmental Management framework as
contemplated in chapter § of the competent
authority

ee) Sites or areas identified in terms of an
| Intemnational Convention:

ff) Critical. biodiversity areas or ecosystem
services areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent
authority or in bioregional plants; or

gngore areas In blosphere reserves

- for the proposed construction of a 132kV power line from Kimberly DS to the Homestead
Substation. The study area Is located between the Kimberly District (KD) and Homestead
Substations in Kimberty, Sol Plaatjie Local Municipality, Northern Cape as described in the Basic
Assessment Report dated December 2010.

The applicant appointed Strategic Environmental Focus Pty (Ltd) to undertake an environmental
assessment process in accordance with the EIA Regulations, 2010.

Information considered in making the decision

In reaching iis decision, ihe Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration -

a) The information contained in the BAR dated December 2010;

b) The comments recelved from Northemn Cape Depariment of Environment and Nature
Conservation, SANRAL, Sol Plaatjie Municipality and WESSA and interested and affected
parfies as included in the BAR dated December 2010;

¢) Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR dated December 2010 and the EMPr;

d) The information contained In the impact assessment studies contained In the BAR dated

December 2010,
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Department of Environmental Affalrs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Referance Number; 00128/2011

e) The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policles and guidelines, Including
section 2 of the National Environmental Maniagement Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998).

3.  Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department's
_ consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of

the most significance is set out below.

a) Details provided of the qualifications of the EAP indicate that the EAP is competent to carry
out the environmental impact assessment procedures.

b) The findings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation
measures. '

¢) The need for the proposed project stems from the need for additional electricity capacity and
supply in the Sol Plaatje Municipality.

d) The re alignment of Alternative Route B (Purple route) to Alternative B2 {Purple route) to
reduce environmental impacts on Kamfersdam. 5

e) The BAR dated December 2010 included a description of the environment that may be
affected by the activity and the manner in which the physical, biological, social, economic and
cultural aspects of the environment may be affected by the proposed activity.

f) The BAR dated December 2010 identified all legislation and guidelines that have been
considered in the preparation of the BAR dated December 2010.

g) The methodology used In assessing the potential impacts identified in the BAR dated
December 2010.

h) A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfled the
minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement.

4. Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the
following findings -
4.1 The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the BAR December 2010 and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.
4.2 The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

v
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2009
NEAS Reference Number: 00129/2011

43 The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtalls the identified
impacts.

44 Al legal and procedural requirements have been met.

45 The information contained in the BAR dated December 2010 is accurate and credible.

4.6 EMPr measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the
deveIopment were proposed and included in the BAR and will be implemented to manage the
identified environmental impacts during the construction process.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions
contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not confiict with the general
objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
Environmental Management Act, 1098 and that any polentially detrimental environmental impacts
resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceplable levels, The application is
accordingly granted.
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