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13 September, 2012 

Our ref: ND/0940 
Dear Interested and Affected Party:  
 

NOTIFICATION REGARDING AN APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
FOR A SOLAR PHOTO-VOLTAIC POWER GENERATION FACILITY AT ESKOM�S GROOTVLEI 

POWER STATION, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 

Environmental Impact Management Services (EIMS) Pty (Ltd) has been appointed by Eskom Holdings 
SOC Ltd, to conduct a Basic Assessment for the proposed construction and operation of a Solar Photo-
Voltaic (PV) power generation facility at the Grootvlei Power Station in Grootvlei, approximately 21 km 
south west from the town of Balfour, Mpumalanga Province. The proposed project will generate 
approximately 8 Megawatts and will form part of the Grootvlei Power Station infrastructure. The activity 
footprint will be less than 20 hectares. The geographical coordinates of the site are given in Decimal 
Degrees: 26.76955' S, 28.49951' E (please refer to the attached map). The Competent Authority for this 
application will be the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA). The table below identifies the 
potential triggered activities. 
 

Listing Notice 1 (GN544) 

Activity Number Description of listed activity triggers 

1 The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity where: 
i. the electricity output is more than 10 Megawatts but less than 20 

megawatts; or 
ii. the output is 10 Megawatts or less but the total extent of the facility covers 

an area in excess of 1 hectare. 

23 The transformation of undeveloped, vacant or derelict land to � 
(i) residential, retail, commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional use, 

outside an urban area and where the total area to be transformed is bigger 
than 1 hectare but less than 20 hectares; - 

47 The widening of a road by more than 6 metres or the lengthening of a road by more 
than 1 kilometers. 

 

A public notification and involvement process is being carried out as part of the process.  An 
advertisement has been placed in the local newspaper (The Kosmos News/Nuus) on the 12th September 
2012. Site notices have been placed at central locations and notification documents of the proposed 
activity have been sent out to all key Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) (national and local 
authorities, landowners, etc).  
 

 

I&APs are invited to register and comment on the application.  In order to ensure that you are identified 
and registered as an interested or affected party and that your comments are considered, please submit 
your name, contact details, reason for your interest and issues/concerns, in writing or telephonically, to 
Environmental Impact Management Services (Pty) Ltd, by no later than the 12th October 2012. Please 
note that only registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be notified of further opportunities for 
involvement in this process. Comments will be taken up into a Comment and Responses Report that will 
be submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs at the end of the process. 
 

Any objections, comments and responses to the application must be submitted to EIMS using the 

following contact details: 

· Contact person: Nicus Durieux 

· E-mail: nicus@eims.co.za 

· Fax: (011) 787 3059 

· Tel: (011) 789 7170 

· Postal address: P.O. Box 2083, Pinegowrie, 2123  

· Reference No: 0940 

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you have any queries or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicus Durieux 
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30 January 2014 

 
EIMS Ref#: 0940 

DEA Ref#: 14/12/16/3/3/1/669 
 

Dear Interested and Affected Party: 

REGARDING AN APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A 
SOLAR PHOTO-VOLTAIC (PV) POWER GENERATION FACILITY AT ESKOM’S GROOTVLEI POWER STATION, 

MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 

AVAILABILITY OF FINAL BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PUBLIC REVIEW  

The public comment period undertaken for the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) officially ended on the 22nd 
January 2014. Subsequently, the comment review period for the Final Basic Assessment Report (FBAR) will start from 
the 31

st
 January 2014 and end on the 1

st
 March 2014. 

 
 
Please be advised of your entitlement to review and comment of the FBAR and to bring to the attention of the 
Competent Authority (National Department of Environmental Affairs-DEA) any issues which you believe may be of 
significance to the consideration of the FBAR. 
 
 
The FBAR will be available for review and download on the EIMS website (www.eims.co.za).  A hard copy of the report will 
also be available at the Balfour Library (corner Johnny Makoena Drive & Themba Shozi Street, BALFOUR) from the 31

st
 

January 2014 to the 1
st
 of March 2014. All comments on the FBAR must be submitted directly to the DEA (see details below) 

and a copy of the comments submitted to EIMS. 

 

 

Following submission of the FBAR, the DEA will either accept or reject the report and subsequently make a 
decision on the Environmental Authorisation applied for. All registered I&APs will be notified of the decision made 
by the DEA as well as the opportunity to appeal the decision should they wish to. 

 

Please feel free to contact the undersigned should you have any queries or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicus Durieux. 

 

 

 

 

Department of Environmental Affairs Environmental Impact Management Services 

Private Bag X 447, Pretoria, 0001 

Phone: 012 310 3427     Fax: 012 320 7539 

Contact: Herman Alberts 

Email: HAlberts@environment.gov.za 

Ref#: 14/12/16/3/3/1/669 

P.O. Box 2083, Pinegowrie, 2123 

Phone: 011 789-7170    Fax: 011 787-3059 

Contact: Nicus Durieux 

Email: nicus@eims.co.za 

Ref#: 0940 
 










































































