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Environmantal Affalrs and Tourism
REPUBLIC OF S8QUTH AFRICA

Prhesbe Bag X447, Pretorin, 0001 - Fedsurs Buttding, 315 Pretariys Street, Preforia, 0002. Tel: (+27 12) 310 3011 Foux; (v27 12) 222 2662

Rofersnca: 12M2120/1007
Enquiries: Mr Lasiba Ngoesheng
Telaphone: (012} 310 3587Fax; {012) 320 7539 E-mall: phgoasheng@dant gov.za

Mr Nico Gewers

Eskom Holdings Limited
P O Box 1091
JOHANNESBURG
2000

Fax no; (011) 800 3917
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Sir

GRANTING OF CONDITIONAL AUTHORISATION FOR PROJECT REFERENCE
12112/20/1007: ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
OF AN ASH DAM FACILITY AND THE DEVIATION OF THE EXISTING POWER LINES AT
KOMATO POWER STATION, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE

With reference fo the abovementioned application, please be advised that the Department has
decided to grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation and reasons for the decision
are attached herewith. .

In terme of ragulation 10{2) of the Environmental impact Assasemant Regulations, 2006, you
are instrucled to notify &l registered intorested and affected parties (1APs), in writing and within
seven (7) calendar days of the date of this lettsr, of the Depaitment's decieion in respeot of
your spplication as well. as the provisions regarding the submission of appesls that are
provided for in the regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulstions which regulales sppeal procedures.
Attached please find a simplified copy of the appeals procedure fo be followsd, Kindly inciude a
copy af this proosdure with the letter of notification to IAPs.

A copy of the official appaal form can be obtained from;

Mr PKM Retiaf, Appoals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3705, pratief@deat.gov.2a ; or

Mr H Grové, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070hgrové@deatgov.za, at the

Depariment,

Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, infer afia, lodge a notice of
intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of recsiving nofice of the dacisian, by
raeans of one of the following methode:
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By facsimile; (012) 310 3688

By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or

By hand: 21 Floor, Fedsure Forum Building, North Tower, cor. Van der Walt and
Pretorius Streets, Pretoria.

You must also serve a copy of the notice of intenfion to appeal on all registered 1APs as well a8
a notice Indicating where, and for what period, the appeal submission will be available for
inspection.

Please inolude the Dspartment, attention of the Dirsctor: Environmental Impact Evaluation, in
‘the list of IAPs, notified through your notification fetter of the decision, for reoord purposes.

The authorised activity / activifies may not commence within thirty (30) days of the date of
signature of the authorisation. Please further note that fhe Minister may, on receipt of appeals
against the authorisation or conditions thereof, suspend the authorisalion pending the outeoms
of the appeals

Yours faithfully

Letlar signed by: Ms Lize MeCourt
Desigration: Chief Direstor: Envirenmental Impact Managemant

Date: \‘6\@.\9&05

CC:  MrMatthew Hemming Synergistios Environmental Services  Fax: 0111 807 8226.
Mr Herman Grové DEAT :




APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF R, 385 OF 2006 TO BE FOLLOWED BY
THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

APPLICANT

1. Receiva notice of Envirenmental Authornisation

from the relevant Competant Autho

2. Within 10 days of recelpt of notification, notify
the relevant Competent Authority and all I1APs
of intertion to appeal

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES {IAPS)

1. Receive natice of Environmental Amthorisation

from [cant/Consultant

| 2. Within 10 days of receipt of notification, notify the

relevant Competent Authority of intentlon to
appeal

3. Notification served by the Applicant must
include:
3.1. A copy of the natice of Intention ta appeal;
- and
3.2, A notice Indicating where and for whet period
the appeal submission will ba available for
inspection by all IAPs

3. Appeflant must serve on the Applicant

3.1. A copy of the notice of intention to appeal

3.2 A notice Indicating where and for what parlod the
appeal submission will be avallable for
inspection by the applicant

4, The appeal must bz submitted to the relevant
‘Competent Authority or delegated omgan of
State within 30 days of lodging of the notice of
intenticn to appeal

4, The appeal must be submitted to the refevart
Competent Authority or defegated organ of State |
within 30 days of lodging of the notice of intention
1o appeal

3. A person or oigan of state that recetves nofice
of an appeal may submit a responding
slatement to the relevant Competent Authority
or delegated organ of state within 30 days from
the date that the appeal submission was made

5. An Applicant that receives notice of an appeal may
submit a responding statement to the relevant
Competent Authority or delegated organ of State
within 30 days form the date the appeal
submission was made available for inspection by

available for inspection by the appellant the appellant

NOTES:

1. An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:-
@) the Minister if the decision was issued by the Director- General (or ancther official) acting in
his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority
b} the MEG if the decision was issued by the Head of Department (or another official) acting in
hisf her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority :
¢) the delegated organ of state where refevant.
2. An lodged with:-
a) the Minister must be submitted to the Depariment of Environmental Atfairs and Tourism
b) the MEC must be submitted to the provincial department responsible for environmental affairs
o) the;cgeiegated organ of state, where relevant, must be submiited to the delegated organ of
sta
3. An appedsl must be.
a} on-an official form obtainable or published by the relevant department
b) accompanied by:
. statement setting out the grounds of appeal
« supporting documentation which is referred to in the appsal and is not available to the relevant
Competent Autherity
+ a statement that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2) or {3) together with coples
of the notices referred to in fegulation 62
o the prescribed appeal fee, i any.
4. A copy of the official appeal form can be obiained from:
Mr PKM Retief, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3708, pretief@deat.gov.za : or
Mr H Grové, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, hgrové@deat.gov.za, at the Department.
Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, jnter afia, lodge a notice of
intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of receiving notice of the decision, by means
of one of tha following methods:

By facaimile: 612 210 3688,
By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or
By hand; 2 Floor, Fedsure Form Buiiding, Notth Tower, cor. Van der Walt and

Pretoriug Streets, Pretoria




Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation register number: 121272011007

Last amended: NA

Holder of authorigation: ' ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED

Location of activity: KOMATI POWER STATION 56 /S, TITLE DEED NUMBER;

CCT24999/1975, PORTION 6 AND 7 ON THE FARM GELUK
2615, STEVE TSHWETE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY .
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Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available fo # and subject to
compliance with the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be

- authorised to undertake the activity specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are sst out in
Annaxure 1. |

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998
(Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2008 the
Department hereby authorises —

ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED

with the following coniact details —

Mr K Nair
PO Box 1091
JOHANNESBURG

- 2000

FAX: (011) 800

to underiake the following activity/ activities (hersafter raferred 10 as “4he activities"):

No.R.386 0f 2006 1(I)  The construction of facilities o infrastructurs, inclt_:ding associated
stuctures or infrastructure for the fransmission and distribution of
above ground electricity with a capacity of more than 33kV and
less than 120kV. ,

No.R.3870f20081(a) The construction of facilifies or infrastructure, including asseciated
structures or infrastructure for the genaration of electricity whare
the electricity output is 20MW or more.
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No.R.3870f2006 1 ()  The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated
structures or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of
above ground electricity with a capacity of 120kV or more.

on the Farm Komati Power Station 56 IS (Title Deed Number: CCT24999/1975), Porion & and
7 of the Farm Geluk 26 IS, which falls within the jurisdiction of the Steve Tshwste Local
Municipality, hereafter referred to as %he property”. The proposed Ash Dam 3 will be
constructad on Site 7 as recommended by the environmental impact assessment (EIR) dated
March 2008. .

Thie granting of this environmerital authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below,

Conditions

Scope of authorisation

1.1

12

13

14

15

Autherisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation,

which conditions form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on Ihe'
" holder of the authorisation.

The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the

conditions by any person acting on his or her behalf, including but not limitad to, ap agent, ~

sub-contractor, employee or person rendering a service to the holdsr of the authorisation.
The activities which are authorised may only bs carriad out at the properties indicated
above,

Any changes 1o, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorisation
must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or teviations may
be effected. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Depariment may
request such information as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts
of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation
to apply for further authorisation in tarms of the regulations,

These ativities must commence within a period of 4 (four) vears from the dats of issue. If

commencement of the activities does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses
and a new application for environmental authotisation must be made in _order for the

gctivity to be undertaken,
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16  This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply
with any other stafutory requirements thal may be applicable to the undertaking of the
aclivity
1.6.1 Relavant lagistation that must be complied with by the holder of this authorization

include but not limited to:

o Compliance with the requirements of Section 38 of the National Heritage
Resources Act, Act 25 of 1988, including éomments and recornmendations of the
relevant heritage resources authority rasponsible for the area in which the
development is proposed.

= All provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 85 of 1293). .

» Should fill materlal be required for any purpose, the use of borrow pits must
comply with the provisions of the Minerals and Pstroleum Resources Development
Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) administered by the Department of Minerale and
Energy.

o Relevant local authorily bylaws and regulations.

Appeal of authorisation

1.7 The holder of the authorisation must notify avery registerad interested and affected party,
in wiiting and within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of receiving notice of the Department’s
decision to authorise the activity. '

1.8 The notification referred toin 1.7 must -

1.8.1  specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

182  inform the interestad and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in
Chapter 8 of the regulations; and

1.8.3 advise the interested and affected parly that a copy of the authorisation and
reasons for the decision will be fumished on request.

Management of the activity

1.9 A revised Environmental Management Plan (“EMP”) which fulfills the requirements of this
authorisation must be compiled and submitted to the Depariment for approval. The EMP

must —
19.1  contain, but not limited to, the following nformadion— ... .. « . -
e Tl
'—_ué*'::,;%»""-“"ll'l.

y—
-

. L, - i .
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U)

(i)
(i

(iv)

)

(vi)

(vii)

(vill)

()
)

the management of stormwater to ensure that no stormwater is
discharged to the working areas and further ensuring that thie
stormwater leaving the footprint of the proposed development arsas
Is not contaminated by any substance, whether that substance is
solid, liquid, vapour or any combination thereof. The soils must be
stabilized in order to prevent resulting wash-down into the rver
courses;

rehabilitation of areas to be disturbed during the construction phase
of the project;

(mplementation of measures aimed at controlling invasive plant
gpecies and weeds;

Siting and management of construction camps, sanitation, abiution
and housing facilties as well as material storage areas used by the
contractor. Alf work areas must be supplied with proper sanitation '
facilities; _ ,
Waste avoidance, minimisation and disposal of wasle at an
approptiate facility. _

Provisions for harvesting of any medicinal plants that may occur on
site prior to site clearance;

Protaction of Indigenous vegetation where such is not affected by

‘the physical footprint of the power lines or ancillary mfrastmcture

and associated construction works;

Provision for plant search and rescue of protected and endangered
species which should be done before commencement of any
construction related activity; .

A fire control management plan for implementation on site;
Measures for the management of heritage resources. if such are
exposed during construction. Should any heritage resources be
exposed during excavation for the purpose of construction,
construction in the vicinty of the finding must be stopped. A
registered heritage specialist must be called to the slie for
inspection. Under no circumstances shall any heritage material be
destroyed or removed from the site. The .rﬂlevant herlta_ge resource
agency mist be mfomzad abopkthe ﬂndmra

B
"""'"Wu, ., .

““Fﬁmm

-

'--'ﬂ.u- :
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(d)  Insofar as It relates to the activities hereby approved, al
recommendations and mitigation measures as proposed in the final
environmental impact report dated September 2007 forms part of
this record of decision and must be implemented as part of-the
revised EMP, :

1.9.2  The revised EMP should indicate the responsibilities for every action, acfivity and
the goal should be clearly defined, mc!udmg amangements for co- nrdlnal!un
between the various actors making up the team responsible.

19,3 The timing, frequency and duration of ‘Mitigation measures should be specified in
an implementafion schedule, showing Iinks with overall project Implementation.
Procedures 1o provide information on the progress and results of mitigation and
monitoring maasures should also be clearly specified.

184  The revised EMP must be adhered to during the commencement, operation and
closure of the actwlty

Monltoring

1.10  Eskom must appoint a suitably qualified Environmental Officer {EO) who would on hehalf
of the applicant, on a-dally basis, monitor project compliance with the conditions of
environmental authorization, environmental legislation and the recommendations of the
revised EMP. v . ' '

111 The EQ must be appointed before the start of constriction and pre-construction related
actlvities and the authorities must be natified of such an appointment.

1.12  The EQ shall remain employed uniil all rehabliitation measures, as required for
implementation due fo construction damage, are completed and the site Is handed over to
Eskom by the contractor for operation.

1.13  The EQ shall maintain the following on site;

o adaily site dairy;
® anon-conformance register; and .
«  apublic complaint register;

“._._-: -, - o
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Hecprding and reporting to the Department

1.14  The holder of the authorisation must ensure that the EO record the general environmental
. performance during project implementation and all the jssues related fo- non-compliance
with the condiions of the environmental authorization. Al issues relating. to non-

compliance must be reported to the Diractor: En\nronmental impact Evaluatlon within 48 .

hatrs of such occurrences.

Cammissioning of the activity

1.15 (a)
{i

(il

- (b)

Commencement

The autharised actlvity / activities may not commence within thirty (30) days of the
date of signature of the autharisation.

Should you be notified by the minister of a suspension of the authorisation
pending appeal procadures, you may not commence with the activity / activities
unless authorised by the minister in writing.

Notification of authorities . _
Fourteen {14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity

will commence. Commancement for the purposes of this condition includes site .

preparation. The notice must include a dafe on which 1t is- anticipated that the

activity will commance. This nofification period may coincide with the panod '

- contemplated in 1,15 {g) (i).

)

Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given io the Department that the

operational phase of the activity will commence.

Construction and Operation of the activity

1.6 The applicant must ensure the following:

1.16.1

" .
- my s M

.g_;, Roaaieiiy

e ﬂ"‘h‘-‘? "'mi""i‘--«

* _.,_g;'l}'* -,

The hydraulic fluids are stored in concrete fined surfaces with bund walls and
must be designed in such & manner that any spillages can be contained and
reclaimed without any impact on the surrounding enviranment, Tho repair of

constructmn yehicles must ba done on a paved surface to aveid Ieakmg oils.

- .smppmg lnte the groum.
M‘V " '

-

,,.,':.. o, cairms -',
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1.16.2

1.16.3

1.16.4

1165

1.16.6

1.16.7

1.16.8

1.16.9

All waste generated during construction and operation of the facility is removed
and disposed of at a waste disposal faciliiy permitted in terms of gaction 20 of
the Environment Conservation Agl, 1969 (Act No. 73 of 1989).
If disturbed areas are left to rehabilitate naturally, they must be frequenty
monitored and interventions put in place immediately should it become
necessary. Spacial attantion must be given 1o the potential for erosion and the
associated emnronmantal degradation. Monitoring is also esPeclaIIy important
with respect to ahen vegetation control and management.
Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in compliance
with applicable requlations and safety instructions.
The removal of protectsd vegetation and medicinal plants during E.onshuctiqn
must be done in consultation with the provingial environmental authorities, and
the appropriate post-construction rehabilitation measures must be implemented
in cooperation with the provincial environmental authorities. | '
Heritage resources specialist must undertake a site inspection of ihe proposed ash
dam facility and any new accass roads to ensure that no heritage resources. are
compromisad during construction. _ ‘ o
The dust control measures, such as watering, chemical stabilisation and ‘the
reduction of surface wind speed through the use of windbreaks and source
enclosures, must be put in place during construction activitia;s., Emission control
efficiencies of 50% can readily be achieved through the implementation of
effective watering programme for unpaved roads and malerial handling points,
The holder of this authorisation must ensure that the predicted mitigated highest
daily average ground level dust concentration for the proposed construction
activities does not-exceed the daily South African Standard of 180pg/m? at the site
boundary and the sensitiva receptor site of Komeli Village.
Longer tarm aqulfer tests are undertaken on the existing monitoring boreholes to

‘obtain information on the specific yield andfor the storativity of an aquifer. The

drawdown tests should be af Jeast 24 hours and recovery should be measured
until st least a 90% rebound of groundwater levels are ashieved.

1.16.10 The groundwater monitoring programme must be maintained in all monftoring

Tt

bareholes during the operation of the ash dame. it is imporiant to include

. .. &luminium in the monitoring programme, as it is characteristic of the impact of ash

--bi groundwatar quality. This programme is detailed below:
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Parameter Monitoring interval
Groundwater levels Monthly
Groundwater quality Quarterly
Ralnfali Daily

116,11 Geochemical modeling must be underiaken to determine the extend and to
quantify chemical reaction in the aguifers. This information must be used fo update
existing solute transport modelling resuits.

116,12 Boreholes B2 and B3, which fall withiri the ash dam extsnsion foolprint, must be

sealed to prevent the transfer of polluted water from the ash dam into the
groundwater.

1.16.13 Two additional monitoring boreholes are required on the eastern side of the
residential area in order 1o detact the contaminant plume before it reaches the
residential areas of Komat Village. '

1.16.14 Representative samples of ash materlal and coa! from slockpiles must be taken fur
leach tests to improve confidence in source characterisation presented in the EIH

dated March 2008. It is recommended that kinstic ieach tests be undertaken fo

obtain Information on the rate that contaminants will be relaased from the material.
1.16.15 The numerical model constructed for the project must be verified with monitering

Information to improve confidence in the simulations. It is recommended that” -
verification is undertaken once at least cne hydrogeologiqal geason's information -

is available.

Site closure and decommissicning

1.17  Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall underiake the

required actions as prescribsd by fegislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal
requirements administered by any relevant and compstant authority at that time,

General

1:18 A copy of this authotisation must be kept at the property where the activities will be
undertaken, The authorisation must be- produced to any authorised ofiiciai of the -
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Dapariment who requests to see it and must be made avaﬂable for inspection by any
employee or agent of the hiolder of the authonisation who warks or undertakes wark at the
property.

1.19  Where any of the applicant's contact detalls ¢hange, including the name of the responsible
person, the physical or postal address and/ or telephonic details, the applicant must notify
the Departmant as soon as the new details become_ known to the applicant.

1. 20 The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 24
(TWENTY FOUR) hours, if condition of this authorisation cannot be or s not adhered to. in
all other casas, the holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing, within
48 hours if a condition of this authorisation is not adhered 1o. Any notification'in tefms of
this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance,

1.21  Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in crimingl prosecution o
other actions provided for in the National Enviranmental Management Act, 1998 and the
regulations.

Date of environmental authorisation: ... 1§, ..[.3.\.\{{:)%\'..;\,6203

Debartmen't'of Environmental-Affairs and Tourism
Letter signed by: Ms Lize McCourt
Designation: Chief-Director: Environmental impact Management

. - w«w %.:i_ *.'“‘"#
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1.  Background

The applicant, ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED applied for authorisation to carry on the foliowing

activities— ) .

No. R. 388 of 2006 1 (1) The construction of facllities or infrastructure, including associated
siructures or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of
above ground electricity with a capacity of more than 33kV and
less than 120kV. .

No. R, 387 of 2006 1 (a) The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associateq
structures or infrastructure for the generation of electricity where
the electricity output is 20MW or mors.

No. R. 387 of 2006 1 (I} The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated
slruclures or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of
above ground elactricily with a capacity of 120kV or more.

on' the Farm Komali Power Station 56 IS (Tile Deed Number: CCT24909/1975), which
falls within the jurisdiction of the Steve Tshwete Loca! Municlpality, hereafter referred to as
‘the property”. The proposed Ash Dam 3 will be constructed on Site 7. as recommanded by
the environmental impact assessment (EIR). dated March 2008,

The applicant appointed Synergistics Environmental Services to undertake an environmental
impact essessment process and to compile an environmental impact assessmant raport as
required by regulation R. 385 of 2006,

2, Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inder alig, the following info consideration -
(a) The information contained in:
» The Final Environmernte| Impact Report (IR} dated March 2008;
= Scoping Report and Plan of Study.for Envirenmental Impect Assassment dated
December 2007; N ' -
-« The Drafi Environmental Managsment Plan contéined ir»théélﬁ“-c‘iateﬁ -M;e:réhzons.' O

T T
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(b) The Natianal Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998),

(c) The principles set oul in Section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act,
1908 (Act 107 of 1998} (NEMA).

3. Key factors considared in making the decision

(@) Al information presented to the Department was taken into aceount in the Department's
consideration of the application. It is the Department's view that the potantial impacts wil
be minimal and insignificant. The applicant, Eskom praposes 10 conatruct, the following
activities: . _

a) Construction of the dam walls with ash.

b) Construction of ash delivery pipss. |

c) Construction of drains and irenches to improve the dam's stablllty and to -
reduce seepage of water into the sub-soils.

d) Deviation of existing 132kV end 88kV power lines 1o acoommodate the
construction of the ash dam facility,

The dam will cover an area of approximately 80 (eighty) hectares and nse fo & final

"height of 40 {forty mefres).

(b) The environmental authorization for the re-commissioning of Komati Power Station had |
already bsen granted in 2005 by Mpumalanga. Dspanmem of Agricuiture and Land
Administration.

(¢) The upgrading and refurbishment of Komati Power Station Is cunrently .in"pro'gress.

Komati Powar Station’s operational life will be extended by a further twenty years and
the existing ash facility at Komati Power Station only have an estlmated capacity fora-
further eighteen months atter recommissioning.

4,  Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Departmant made the- -

following findings -

(a) The proposed site for the ash dam extension 3 lies w:thm the Eskom property at the .
Komati Power Station's ash dam complex. The stte Is Immedlately South ‘of Komati
Power Statlon and east of the Komah Vlllaue and lt Is gdlacent tmha exlstlng ash

T e T ‘5
N "#@r.»-..ﬂ -
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dams. Receplors in the area include the villages of Komati, Kromiontsin, Blinkpan and
local farmers. The region comprises agricultural lands, coal mining and electrical
generation activities, Surface topography is fairly even and the ground slopes gentlyfo
the north-west.

[{#) Landowﬁers and the general public were consulted during the scoping exercise by .
means of press advertisements, posters, bacl@round infarmation documents and
public meetings. Public participation process elicited minimal response and the only
cancern raised by interested and affacted parties was the potential risk to the residents
of Kornati Village should the ash dam fail. No further issues ware raisad by [&APs,

(c) An'investigation conducted prior to mothballing identified seven alternative sites for the
establishment of a new ash disposal facility at Komati Power, Station, These sits were
compared and assassed in terms of the: Komati Power Station réquirements at the
time, but no dacision was taken to utilise any of these siles. As part of the re-
obmrnlss‘lonlng of the power station these original sites have all been re-assessed
through the current site selection process, The site selection reports (Eskom iQQO} and
the findings of Jones and Wagener feasiilly report (JAW, 2007) for the re-
commissioning of the existing ash dam identified an area near the exisling ash dam as
the preferred altemative site for the proposed new ash dam facility, The areais &
brownfield sile, which i currently disturbed and had been serving the same funstion as -
the one that is being proposed. All of the technical, biophysieal and social eriteri, of the
site and its immadiate receptors are already impacted upon by the current lnstallaﬂon
and thus the establishment of an additional ash dam will have reduced 1mpacis as.
compared to any of the other sitas which are Greenfigld sites, Further, the other six-
altermative sites either overlie coal reserves, which Eskom -will never .Gonsider
sterilising or the areas are not Jarge enough to provide sufficient capacity for the Iffe- -
span of the power stafion,

(d) The propased project was well advertised in the local newspaper, on-site.and a istler
Wwas written to the local municipality inviling them 1o ralse issues of concem during the
scoplng axercise. No substantial issues wera raised during public participation process
and everybody includmg the Iecai munn:lpa‘gty ig | in sugpan of the proposed project.
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Public participation process undertaken by Synergistics Environmental Services -
satisfies the requirsments of Regulation 385 of 2006.

(e) The final EIR submitied to DEAT by Synergistics Environmental Services satisfies the
requirements of GN. R. 385,

() The need for the proposed construction of the ash darm facility has clearly been
demonstraled and, according to the EIR dated March 2008, the viahle, altemative
among the seven investigated during the EIA process is Site 7.

(© The construdtion of the proposed ash dam fac:hty will, however, have definite Impacts
on the environment.

. (h} The nagafive impacis cannot therefore be avoided, but measures musl be putin place

to mmlate the potential impacts to accaptable levels.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions

contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the

. general objactives of integrated environmental managament laid down. in Chapter 5 of the

National - Environmentai Menagement Act, 1908 and that any potentially datrimental

- -anvironmental impagts resulting from the proposed activities can be mitigated to acceptabile *
levels. .The anvironmental authorisation is accordingly granted.
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