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Afrosearch

30 April 2007

Dear Stakeholder

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS
PROPOSED STEELPOORT INTEGRATION PROJECT, LIMPOPO PROVINCE

You have been identified as an Interested and Affected Party (IAP) of the PROPOSED
STEELPOORT INTEGRATION PROJECT and have therefore been included in our IAP database.
Please find a Background Information Document (BID) attached. This BID provides information on
the proposed projects, and explains how you can become involved in the public participation process.
Any comments or queries would be welcomed and should be directed to the public participation
consultant. The relevant contact details are provided in the BID.

We trust that you will find the information provided useful, and we look forward to receiving your
comments or queries.

Yours Sincerely

Nicolene Venter or Marti Moolman of Afrosearch at:
P.O. Box 13540

Hatfield

0028

Tel: (012) 362-2908

Fax: (012) 362-2463

E-mail: iafrica@icon.co.za or marti@afrosearch.co.za
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CONSTRUCTION OF T

STEELPOORT INTEGRATION PROJECT

LIMPOPO PROVINCE

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID)

Aim of this Document

This document aims to provide you, as an Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP), with an overview
of:

e the environmental process and studies to be undertaken during the Environmental Scoping
and Impact Assessment phases; and
e the proposed project and the study area.

It further indicates how you can become involved in the project, receive information, or raise issues,
which need to be address.

The following information is captured in this document with the aim of providing you with the above
information:

® an overview of the proposed project planned by Eskom Transmission;

® a description of the key activities which form part of the EIA process;

e an indication of the potential impacts associated with the proposed project and the
specialist studies to be undertaken;

e amap of the study area indicating the alternatives identified for investigation within the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process:

Overview of the proposed Project

Eskom Holdings Ltd is responsible for the provision of reliable and affordable power to its consumers in
South Africa. Electricity cannot be stored and therefore must be used as it is generated. It is, therefore,
required that electricity must be efficiently transmitted from the point of generation to the end user. Itis
vital that transmission capacity keeps up with both electricity generation capacity and electricity
demand.

If Eskom Transmission is to meet its mandate and commitment to supply the ever-increasing needs of
end-users, it has to plan, establish and expand its infrastructure of generation capacity and
Transmission lines on an on-going basis, in support of the generation processes.

As part of its assessment of a range of electricity supply options, Eskom Holdings Limited is planning a
new Pumped Storage Scheme approximately 40 km north-west of Eskom's existing Simplon Substation
in the Mpumalanga Province. This Pumped Storage Scheme (PSS) is scheduled to be in operation by
2014. An EIA for the proposed PSS is the subject of a separate EIA process, which is nearing
completion. Details of this process can be provided on request.

In order to integrate this PSS into the electricity transmission network, Eskom Transmission is proposing
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The construction of a new 400 kV substation, in close proximity to the PSS.
® This new substation is to be supplied via two 400 kV Transmission lines looping
in and out of the existing Duvha-Leseding 400 kV Transmission line. These two
lines are proposed to be constructed in parallel, each requiring a servitude width of
approximately 55 m.
® A 400 kV Transmission line between the proposed Steelpoort and the existing
Merensky Substation. A servitude width of approximately 55 m is required for the
establishment of this new Transmission line.
® Associated works to integrate the proposed new substation into Eskom's electricity
Transmission grid (including the construction of service/access roads, the construction of a
communication tower at the substation site, etc).

This projectis to be known as the Steelpoort Integration Project.

Technically feasible alternative substation site and Transmission line alignment corridors have been
identified for investigation within the EIA process. These are reflected on the attached map. Through the
EIA process, preferred alternative Transmission line alignments and a substation site will be nominated.
Should the project be authorised by DEAT, Eskom will then enter into a servitude negotiation process with
each affected landowner. The process of negotiating a servitude is independent of the EIA process, and
will be undertaken directly by Eskom Transmission.

Proposed construction schedule for the proposed Steelpoort Integration Project

Depending on the issuing date of the Environmental Authorisation, and should a positive Environmental
Authorisation be issued by the National Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (N DEAT), and
to address the increasing demand for electricity, it is proposed that Eskom will commence with
construction in 2009. The construction period for the proposed 400kV Transmission power lines are
estimated to be 26 months in total. This includes the clearing of the servitude, construction of the towers
and the stringing of the conductors. The construction period for the proposed Steelpoort substation is
estimated to be 13 months in total.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Process

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National Environmental
Management Act (NEMA, No 107 of 1998), Eskom requires authorisation from the National Department of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism (N DEAT) (in consultation with the Limpopo provincial Department of
Environment) for the undertaking of the proposed project. In order to obtain authorisation for this project,
comprehensive, independent environmental studies must be undertaken in accordance with the EIA
Regulations.

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process forms part of the initial planning process of a new
Transmission line. Route alternatives (corridors) are identified (typically based on technical feasibility),
and the number of options are narrowed down based on environmental criteria through the EIA process.
The findings of the EIA determine those areas in which impacts can be anticipated to be significant, and
results in the nomination of a preferred corridor for environmental authorisation (by the Department of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism).

Eskom Transmission has appointed Savannah Environmental, as independent environmental
consultants, to undertake the EIA. As part of these environmental studies, all I&APs will be actively
involved through a public participation process. Savannah Environmental has appointed Afrosearch to
undertake the required public participation process.

An EIA consists of various phases, as depicted in the figure 1.

The EIA for the proposed Steelpoort Integration Project is currently in the Scoping Phase. This project
has been registered with National DEAT under Application Reference Number 12/12/20/866.
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What are the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project?

Anumber of potential environmental impacts associated with the project have been identified.
These potential impacts will be assessed through the following specialist studies:

Impacts on ecology, fauna & flora

Impacts on avifauna

Impacts on soils and agricultural potential

Impacts on heritage sites

Impacts on visual quality and aesthetics

Impacts on topography, hydrology, groundwater, climate and pollution
Impacts on the social environment

These specialist studies will be undertaken in two phases:

1. A desk-top Scoping Study, wherein potential issues associated with all alternatives identified
will be evaluated and a preferred alternative nominated for consideration in the EIAphase.

2. A detailed assessment of potentially significant impacts associated with the nominated preferred
alternative/s identified in the Scoping Phase. Practical and achievable mitigation measures will be
recommended in order to minimise potentially significant impacts identified. These recommen-
dations will be included within a draft Environmental Management Plan.

Specialist studies will be informed by existing information, field observations and input from the public
participation process. As people residing in the area are most familiar with the local issues, your input is
considered important and we urge you to become involved in the process.

The Public Participation Process

Public participation is the cornerstone of any EIA, as it will be for this proposed project. The principles of
NEMA, govern many aspects of EIAs, including public participation.

The key objective of public participation during this EIA will be to provide I&APs with sufficient and
transparent information on an on-going basis in order to ensure effective participation throughout the
process. As part of this public participation process you will also be provided with the opportunity to
comment on the findings of the EIA Report (Scoping and Impact Assessment), which will be made available
for public review during the process.

It is important that relevant I&APs are identified and involved in the public participation process from the
outset of the proposed project. In order to ensure effective public participation, the public participation
process includes a number of steps, as depicted in Figure 2.

You will receive personal notification by mail or e-mail of all documents available for comment, and due dates
forcomment at every stage.

Your responsibilities as an 1&AP:

Interms of the EIARegulations, your attention is drawn to your responsibilities as an I&AP:

e Inorderto participate in this EIA process, you must register yourself on the project database.

® You should inform any other parties who may be interested and/or affected by the proposed project
about the EIA process and encourage them to become involved.

® You must ensure that any comments regarding the proposed project are submitted within the
timeframes that have been approved or set by DEAT and that any extension of a timeframe agreed to
by DEAT and the applicant (i.e. Eskom).

® You are required to disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which that you
may have in the approval or refusal of the application for the proposed Steelpoort Integration Project.
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Our responsibilities as Independent Environmental Consultants:

In terms of the EIA Regulations, our responsibilities for the public consultation process
include:

® We must ensure that sufficient information regarding this proposed project is made
available to you, either through the BID or providing information as and when requested.
® We must ensure that you have an understanding of the proposed project to be able to
commentinformatively and to enable you to submit any concern in an informed manner.
e Wemustensure that the following actions are taken:
o the contact details provided by you are entered into the project database and that you are sent all
further information releases
o ifyou send us queries or comments, we respond in writing
o ifyou call us, your details and queries / comments are recorded. Should we not be able to answer
your questionimmediately, your call will be returned as soon as possible with aresponse.

How to become involved

1. By responding (by phone, fax or e-mail) to our invitation for your participation, which has been
advertised in the local newspaper.

2. Bymailing, faxing or e-mailing the attached Registration and Comment Form to Afrosearch.

3. By attending the meetings to be held during the course of the project. Should you register as an
I&AP you will automatically be invited to attend these meetings. The public meeting date will also
be advertised in the local newspaper. Please be on the lookout for these advertisements.

4. Bytelephonically contacting us if you have a query, comment or require further project information.

5. By reviewing the draft Environmental Scoping Report and the draft Environmental Impact Report
within the 30-day review periods that will be stipulated in the advertisement and well as in your
personalised letter.

If you consider yourself an I&AP for this proposed project, we urge you to make use of the opportunities
created by the public participation process to become actively involved in the process and provide
comment or concerns which affect and/or interest you, or about which you would like more information.
Your input into this process forms a key part of the Environmental Studies and we would like to hear from
you to obtain your views on the proposed project.

By completing and submitting the accompanying Registration and Comment Form, you automatically
register yourself as an I&AP for this proposed project, and are ensured that your comments and/or
concerns raised regarding the proposed project are noted. The public participation consultants will
respond to all comments and queries received during the course of the project.

We look forward to your contributions.

COMMENTS & QUERIES / KOMMENTAAR EN NAVRAE

Nicolene Venter or Marti Moolman of Afrosearch

PO Box 13540, HATFIELD, 0028
Phone:(012) 362 2908 Fax:(012) 362 2463
E-mail:iafrica@icon.co.za marti@afrosearch.co.za
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED STEELPOORT INTEGRATION PROJECT
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Bestekopname-
fase &
Omgewings-
bestekopna-
meverslag

Om potensiéle
vraagstukke te
identifiseer en
alternatiewe van
voorkeur te
nomineer, om op te
konsentreer tydens
die OIE-fase.
B&GP’e kan di
omgewingspesia-
liste van hulp wees
deur te verseker
dat oorweging
geskenk word aan
alle moontlike
omgewingsim-

pakte

Figuur 1. Verskillende fases van die omgewingsimpakevalueringsproses

Die primére doel van

hierdie fase is om

B&GP e van die projek
in kennis te stel en hulle

uit te nooi om

projek te registreer. Dit

sluit die volgende
aktiwiteite

1. Adverteer die OIE

proses (plaasli
streekkoerante).

kennisgewing aan
geidentifiseerde
belanghebbendes,
B&GP ‘e en

staatsinstellings van die
voorgenome proses.

3. Verspreiding van

raadpleging.

Figuur 2. Verskillende stappe in die Publiek Deelname Proses

ng met en
oordrag van inl
belanghebbendes en
B&GP ‘e ten einde
vraagstukke wat met die
rojek verband hou te
identifiseer. Raadpleging
sal onderneem wod
deur:
1. Telefoniese
onderhoude
2. Persoonlike
onderhoude (waar
nodig)
3. Fokusgroep
vergadering.
‘n Konsepbestek
opnameverslag sal
beskikbaar gemaak word
vir oorsig aan die einde
van hierdie fase efn
openbare vergadering sal
gehou word.

Raadplegingmet
belanghebbendes en
B&GP 's betreffende
vraagstukke wat met die
genomineerde
alternatiewe van
voorkeur verband hou
Raadpleging sal
onderneem word de
1. Telefoniese
onderhoude

2. Persoonlike
onderhoude (waar
nodig)

3. Fokusgroep
vergadering.

Aan die einde van
hierdie fase sal die
konsep OlIEverslag vir
oorsig beskikbaar
gemaak word.

Geregistreerde
belanghebbendes en
B&GP e sal skriftelik
ord vandie
owerheid se besluit
rakende die projek.
Daar is'n 30 dae
appéltydperk waartydens
B&GP ‘e die geleentheid
het om teen die Rekord
van Besluitneming
(RoD) appel aan te
teken. Hierdie
appéltydperk neem’'n
aanvang sodra die RoD
uitgereik word.

Scoping Phase
&
Environmental
Scoping
Report

To identify potential
issues and
nominate preferred
alternatives, to
focus on in the EIA
phase. I&APs can
assist the
environmental
specialist by
ensuring that al
possible
environmental
impact are being
considered

Figure 1.Various phases of an Environmental Impact Assessment

Primary purpose of

this phase is to

notify I&APs of the

project & invite

them to register for

the project.
Includes the

following ac es:
1. Advertise the EIA

Process (local &
regional press).

2. Notification to
identified
stakeholders,

I&APs, & Organs of

State of the

proposed project in

3. Distribu
BID

4. Initial
consultation

Figure 2.Various steps taken within a public participation process

Consultation with &
transfer of
formation to
stakeholders &
I&APs in order to
identify issues
associated with the
project.
Consultation will be
undertaken
through:
1. Telephonic
terviews

2. One-on-one
interviews (where
required)

3. Focus Group
Meeting

A draft Scoping
Report will be made
available for review
at the end of this
phase & a public
meeting will be held

Consultation with &
stakeholders &
I&APs regarding
issues associated
with the nominated

undertaken
through:

required)

3. Focus Group
Mee

A draft EIA Report
will be made
available for review
at the end of this
phase

Registered
stakeholders and
I&APs will be
informed in writing
of the Authority's
decision regarding
the project.

There is the 30-day
appeal period during
which I&APs have
the opportunity to
appeal against the
Record of Decision
(ROD). This appeal
period commences
as soon as the ROD
is issued
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