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Nicolene Venter

From: Nicolene Venter
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 4:19 AM
To: 'obaloyi@environment.gov.za'; 'lmahlangu@environment.gov.za'; 

'mrabothata@environment.gov.za'; 'pskepe@environment.gov.za'
Cc: 'Tinashe Maramba'; Mahlatse Monareng; Phuti Mathekga
Subject: Pluto-Mahikeng EIA Project: Notification of Commencement of the Impact 

Assessment Phase
Attachments: Pluto-Mahikeng EIA Newsletter-FINAL.pdf; Appendix A-DEA FSR Acceptance&POS 

Approval.pdf; Appendix B-Locality Map.compressed.pdf

Dear Stakeholder, 
 
Please find attached notification letter for your perusal. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicolene Venter 
Public Participation and Stakeholder Engagement Practitioner 
Imaginative Africa (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 61164 
PIERRE VAN RYNEVELD, 0157 
Tel.: 012 662 2843 / Cell: 083 377 9112 / Fax: 086 415 5011 / E-mail: nicolene@imaginativeafrica.co.za 

Please, consider our environment. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a hard copy?" 
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20 June 2018 

 

Dear Interested and Affected Party, 

 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAHIKENG MAIN TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION AND A 400kV PLUTO-

MAHIKENG POWER LINE (DEA Ref. No.: 14/12/16/3/3/2/1051) 

EIA NEWSLETTER 

We trust that you, as a registered Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP) and stakeholder, have received 
all the various public documents that have been distributed to date regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) that is being conducted for the proposed construction of the Mahikeng Main 
Transmission Substation in Miga (near Mahikeng) and the new 400kV powerline that will start from Pluto 
Main Transmission Substation (near Carletonville) and end at the proposed Mahikeng Main Transmission 
Substation in Miga, in the Gauteng and North West Provinces. If you have not received the public 
documents, you are most welcome to submit your request to us, in writing by e-mail, fax or letter (contact 
details below), and we will forward the relevant document(s) that you are interested in. You are also 
welcome to download the Final Scoping Report (FSR) from our website (https://baagi.co.za/ select public 
documents) 
 
This EIA Newsletter aims to further facilitate your understanding of the proposed substation and power 
line and the EIA process, including the Public Participation Process (PPP), being followed. The first phase of 
the EIA process (i.e. the Environmental Scoping Study) has been completed, and the desktop/preliminary 
specialist assessments and proposed EIA process have been captured in the FSR. The FSR and its supporting 
documents, including the Plan of Study (PoS) for the EIA phase, were submitted to the Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA) on Wednesday the 2nd of May 2018 for the Department’s review and 
acceptance. 
 
The DEA accepted the FSR and approved the PoS for the proposed EIA process on the 13th of June 2018. 
The letter stated that the Department was satisfied with the FSR i.e. the FSR complied with the minimum 
requirements of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. It is important to note that the Department 
requested additional information that must be incorporated in the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAr). The acceptance and approval letter received from the DEA is attached to this letter (Appendix 
A) and can be downloaded from our website (website link above). 
 
1 BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE SCOPING PHASE 
 
The Environmental Scoping Study identified and evaluated potential environmental impacts (positive and 
negative) associated with all aspects of the proposed project. In terms of the EIA Regulations, feasible and 
reasonable alternatives were discussed within the Scoping Report.  

https://baagi.co.za/
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As you may recall, the scoping phase started with three (3) proposed corridors, namely: 

• Proposed Alternative Corridor 1 (green) 

• Proposed Alternative Corridor 2 (purple) 

• Proposed Alternative Corridor 3 (orange) 
 
During the consultation process, you will recall that a 50-day extension of the scoping phase was submitted 
to the DEA to provide you as interested and/or affected parties (I&APs) and stakeholders the opportunity 
to comment on the Revised Draft Scoping Report. The information regarding the need for the extended 
scoping phase and the reasons for the deviations of Corridor 2 were included in our letter dated 
26 February 2018 and were as follows: 

• A private conservation area was found to exist in the section between Carletonville and 
Goedgevonden Village (closer to Goedgevonden Village). The corridor in this section had to be re-
aligned; 

• The section between Lichtenburg, past Bakerville towards Ottoshoop has been discarded so as not 
to traverse the Molemane Eye Nature Reserve, the sensitive Marico Biosphere Reserve and Photo 
Voltaic developments (solar farms) which received Environmental Authorisations; and 

• Avoid the possible dissecting of Buhrmannsdrif Agricultural Small Holdings. 
 
Taking the outcome of the specialist studies into consideration, Corridor 3 (orange) has been discarded and 
Corridor 1 (green) and Corridor 2 (purple, with deviation as previously communicated) has been approved 
for detailed studies in the impact phase. 
 
2 IMPACT PHASE 
 
Detailed assessments were undertaken by the various environmental specialists between the months of 
February and May 2018 for the proposed project to verify and/or amend the desk-top studies done during 
the scoping phase 
 
During the EIA Phase, the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report (DEIAr) will be made available 
for public review and comment for a period of at least 30 days as legislated in the EIA Regulations 2014 (as 
amended). The DEIAr will include the key summary of the specialist field assessments. The availability of 
the DEIAr will be advertised in the same local and regional newspapers as used during the scoping phase 
and registered I&APs and stakeholders on the project database will be notified in writing. 
 
The Final Environmental Impact Assessment Report (FEIAr) will be updated with the 
comments/concerns/issued raised during the DEIAr review period before it is submitted to the DEA.  
 

 Locality Map 
 
The Locality Map, showing the three (3) proposed Mahikeng Main Transmission Substation sites and 
Corridor 1 (green) and Corridor 2 (purple) is attached as Appendix B. 
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3 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
Public involvement is one of the cornerstones of an effective EIA as it is your comments that add value to 
the environmental process. We therefore, once again, request your active participation in this phase of the 
EIA as your knowledge of the local area will be valuable to the various specialist studies that will provide 
input into the project. 
 
4 WAY FORWARD 
 
Please note that public involvement is a two-way communication and consultation process and we kindly 
request that you as an I&AP, stakeholder or possibly affected landowner: 

▪ provide us with the contact details of your neighbour, friend or family member who you believe 
should be informed regarding the proposed Transmission Substation and 400kV Transmission 
Power Line; or 

▪ provide them with our contact details and request them to contact us directly. 
 
The public participation process is an ongoing process throughout the environmental authorisation 
application process. You will therefore be informed through and advertisements of the various stages of 
the EIA, as and when required. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to inform you that a series of meetings will be held towards the 
end of July and beginning of August 2018 at venues as centrally located as possible. As soon as the logistics 
for these meetings have been finalised, you as a registered I&AP and stakeholder, will be invited and/or 
notified of the meetings. 
 
Should you, during this Impact Assessment Phase, require any additional information or wish to submit 
comments on the specialist studies for the proposed project, you are welcome to forward your inputs, in 
writing, to the Public Participation Office (contact details below). 
 
We look forward to your contributions. 
 

 
 
 
 

Nicolene Venter 
Public Participation and Stakeholder Engagement Practitioner 
Tel.: 012 662 2843 / Fax: 086 415 5011 / Cell: 083 377 9112 / E-mail: nicolene@imaginativeafrica.co.za 
 
Appendix A: DEA Letter of Acceptance of FSR and Approval of PoS 
Appendix B: Locality Map 
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