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Date & Place of Birth: 11 June 1966; Glasgow, Scotland.
Nationality: South African & British.

Address: AVISENSE Consulting cc, 10 Harrier Circle, Imhoff's Gift, Kommetjie 7975, RSA; Tel. RSA (021)
786 4358 (w), 082 959 9238, Fax. RSA (021) 786 3279; Email: Andrew@avisense.co.za

Education

1989-1998: MSc upgraded to PhD, Percy FitzPatrick Institute, University of Cape Town. Thesis title:
Behavioural ecology of Peregrine and Lanner Falcons in South Africa.

1988: BSc Hons in Zoology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg (with distinction). Project title: Bill
morphology, feeding ecology and niche partitioning in six sympatric species of granivorous birds.

1984-1987: BSc, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, majoring in Zoology and African & Experimental
Zoology.

1983: Matriculated at St. Stithian's College, Randburg.

Employment & experience

April 2009-Present: Set up own business as a full-time avifaunal consultant - AVISENSE Consulting cc,
with a strong emphasis on impact assessments for energy developments. Currently involved in
EIA assessments and pre-construction monitoring for >30 proposed wind energy developments
and >15 proposed solar energy developments in the Western, Eastern and Northern Cape
Provinces, South Africa.

May 2011: Primary author of the EWT/BirdLife SA best practice guidelines for avian monitoring at wind
energy development sites, and of the revision of this document in 2012.

January 2003-March 2009: Retained by various agencies to do EIA work as an avian specialist for
development projects in the Greater Cape Town area, and more broadly in the Western Cape,
latterly including numerous proposed power line and renewable energy developments.

March 2007-Present: Retained as an Honorary Research Associate, and latterly as a Research Associate
at the FitzPatrick Institute, UCT, and as an Honorary Research Associate at the Animal
Demography Unit, UCT. During this time continued to conduct my own work on falcon biology —
Peregrine Falcon demography in the Greater Cape Town area, Taita Falcon survey, monitoring
and conservation biology in the Mpumalanga/Limpopo escarpment region - and co-supervised a
Masters mini-thesis on power line collision risk in Blue Cranes, a PhD on power line collision risk
in Ludwig’s Bustard, an MSc (recently upgraded to PhD) on the foraging ecology of Verreaux’s
Eagle (in collaboration with the Animal Demography Unit), and an MSc on the conservation status
of the Martial Eagle in southern Africa in relation to the distribution of the national power grid.

September 2007-March 2009: Employed as a research scientist by the Wildlife & Energy Interaction
Group of the Endangered Wildlife Trust, tasked with (i) consolidating and strengthening existing
research, and initiating new research initiatives, in the field of wildlife/power line interactions, and
particularly in the mitigation of bird mortalities associated with electrical infrastructure, and (ii)
doing in-depth EIA assessments for major proposed developments in energy infrastructure.
Designed the WEIG research programme for 2008-2011, focusing on the mitigation of bird:power
line collisions.

March 2002-February 2007: Employed as research scientist at FitzPatrick Institute, UCT from March
2002, managing the Western Cape Raptor Research Programme, and overseeing various raptor-



based projects, including a collaboration with electricity supplier Eskom to reduce the incidence of
line faults associated with large eagle nests on electricity transmission pylons in the Karoo, and a
collaboration with the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund to investigate the value of the Black
Harrier as a surrogate species in the conservation of lowland Fynbos and Renosterveld. Also
conducted work on the suitability of Barn Owls as bio-control agents for rodents in a wheat-
farming area, and the role of African Fish Eagles and other raptors as indicators of agrochemical
contamination in an area of intensive viticulture, and organized and led a survey of the Taita
Falcon population of the Mpumalanga escarpment. During this period, co-supervised one MSc
thesis, three MSc Conservation Biology mini-theses, and two BSc Hons projects.

January 1989-Present: Conducted long-term field study of Peregrine Falcons on the Cape Peninsula,
including monitoring of breeding performance and demography of a colour-marked population.
Still ongoing.

2005-2006: Employed by Maloti-Drakensberg Ecological Consultants in a collaboration with David Allan of
the Durban Museum of Natural History to survey the populations of Bearded and Cape Vultures
in the Lesotho Highlands, as part of a strategic conservation initiative stemming from the Maloti-
Drakensberg Transfrontier Project.

January 2003-2004: Retained to design and oversee monitoring of impacts on avifauna of the Eskom
Demonstration Wind Farm facility at Klipheuwel, W Cape.

April 2001-2004: Produced initial scoping report and conducted subsequent monitoring of the potential
impact of the proposed Darling National Demonstration Wind Farm facility on the local avifauna.

November 1998-December 2000: Employed as a postgraduate research fellow at the FitzPatrick
Institute, UCT, working on various projects concerning the biology of predation. Also co-
supervised the two Masters mini-theses in Conservation Biology, and oversaw the experiential
training year of a Cape Technikon Nature Conservation student.

November 1998: Subcontracted by the Environmental Evaluation Unit, UCT, to conduct the avian
component of a site evaluation for the proposed extension of the Namakwa Sands heavy mineral
sands mine area near Lutzville on the Cape west coast.

September 1996, August 1997, August 2000: Part of ornithological team subcontracted by Afridev
Consultants to survey the birds of the Katse Basin, Lesotho: phase 1A of the Lesotho Highlands
Water Scheme.

August 1995: Part of ornithological team subcontracted by Afridev Consultants to survey the birds of the
Mohale Basin, Lesotho: phase 1B of the Lesotho Highlands Water Scheme.

July 1992 & December/January 1993: Contributor to "Environmental survey to determine priority areas
for conservation, community use and development in the West Coast urban structure plan”.
Assessed avian diversity in proposed priority areas in a study coordinated by the National
Botanical Institute.

June 1991: Assisted with bird component of "Baseline biological study of phase 1a of the Lesotho
Highlands water scheme", coordinated by Loxton Venn environmental consultants.

December 1989: Assisted with environmental impact assessment of the West Coast Heavy Mineral Sands
Project at Brand se Baai, subcontracted by UCT’s Environmental Evaluation Unit.
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