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SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION R. 387: CONSTRUCTION OF
THE PROPOSED TWO HYDRA-GAMMA 785KV TRANSMISSION POWER LINES AND
THE EXPANSION OF HYDRA SUBSTATION ( R. 388 ITEM 12, 14, 15 ;—\ND R.387 1(c), 1
0
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rCC Ms. Rebecca Thomas Bohlweki Environmental Fax: (011) 79§ 8010
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arvironment & iourism

Departmaent:
Environmantal Affairs and Tourlsm
REPUELIC OF 3QUTH AFRIGA

Private Bag X447, Pratoria. 0001 + Fedsurs Building. 315 Pretorius Streat. Pratarla, 000Z. Tel: (+27 12) 310 3811 Fax: (4-%:7 12) 322 2682
:

Reference; 12/12/20/871
Enquiries: Ms Mosili Ntene
Telephone: (012) 310 3031 Fax: (012) 320 7539 E-mail: mntene@deat gov.za

Ms Carol Streatan

Eskom Holdings Ltd: Transmission Division
P O Box 1091
JOHANNESBURG ;
2000

Fax no: (011) 800 3917

PER FACSIMILE / MAIL

Dear Ms Streaton

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION R. 387: CONSTRUCTION OF THE
PROPOSED TWO HYDRA-GAMMA 765KV TRANSMISSION POWER:LINES AND THE

EXPANSION OF HYDRA SUBSTATION (R. 386 Item 12, 14, 15 AND R.387 4(c), 1())

With reference to the abovementioned application, please be advised that ;}'the Department has
decided to grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation and reasonsg for the decislon are

attached herewith.

%
i

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2008, you are
instructed to notify 2l registered interested and affected parties (IAPs), in writing and within seven
(7) calendar days of the date of this letter, of the Department’s decisior in respect of your
application as well as the provisions regarding the making of appeals that ara prowded for in the

regulations.

i

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regqulations which regulates: "'appeal procedures.
Attached please find a simplified copy of the appeals procedure to be folloWed Klindly Include a

copy of this procedure with the letter of notification to 1APs. j
A copy of the afficial appeal form can be obtalned from: :
Mr PKM Retief, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3705, pretief@deat.qov.za ; or

Mr H Grove, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, hgrové@deat.qov.za, ét the Department.

Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, inter aliié lodge a notice of
intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of receiving notice of thé decision, by means

of one of the following methods:

t
¢
i
i

Muhasho wa zwa Vhupe ne Vhuendelamashango » LiTIko |8 Tasimondzawa netekuVakasha » 188be lemiGimbi yokumNuqongulayc noknenkstno
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By facsimils: (012) 310 3688; j
By post Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or )

By hand: 2 Floor, Fedsure Form Building, North Tower, cor. ;\/an der Walt and
Pretorius Streets, Pretoria. .

[

i -
Should the applicant decide to appeal, the applicant must serve & copy of its natice of intention to
appeal on all registered |APs as well as a notice indicating where, and for wnatj{period, the appeal
supbmission will be available for inspection, 0
Please include the Department, attention of the Director. Environmental Impacé Evaluation, in the
fist of IAPs, notified through your notification letter of the dacision, for record purposes.

You are strongly advised to refrain from the initiation of any construction activities prior to the
conclusion of the appeals process. All canstruction activities initiated during the appeals process

will be done salely at your risk. : ;

Yours faithfully

Letter signed by: L McCourt
Designation; Chief Director, Env. Impact Management

Date: lg\ 1/-\ -100$
: si
CC: Ms Rebecca Thomas Bohlweki Environmental . Fax: (011) 7%8 6010
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APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF R. 385 OF 2006
BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES U

'TO BE FOLLOWED
PON RECEIPT OF

NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

APPLICANT

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES
(IAPz) '

1. Receive notice of Environmenta] Authorisation from
the relevant Competent Autharity

1. Receive notice of Envifonmental
Authorisation from Applicant/Consultant

2. Within 10 days of receipt of notification, notify the
relevant Competent Authority and all JAPs of
intention fo appeal

¢. Within 10 days of receipt of nofification, notiry
the refevant Competent Authority of intention
to appeal

3. Notification served by the Applicant must include:

3.1. A copy of the notice of intention to appeal; and

3.2. A notice indicating where and for what perlod the
appeal submission will be available for inspection
by all IAPs

3, Appellant must serve oh the Applicant

3.1. A copy of the natice of intention to appeal

3.2. A notice indicating wiere and for what
period the appeal submission will be
available for inspectian by the applicant

4. The appeal must be submitted fo the relevant
Competent Authority or delegated organ of State
within 30 days of lodging of the notica of intention

| _toappeal

4. The appeal must be submitted to the relevant 1
Competent Authority of delegated organ of
State within 30 days ofiladging of the natice
of intentlon to appeal |

5. A person or organ of state that receives notice of
an appeal may submit a responding statement to
the relevant Competent Autharity or delagated
organ of state within 30 days fram the date that the
appeal submission was made available for
Inspection by the appellant

5. An Applicant that receivis notice of an ,
appeal may submit a résponding statement
to the relevant Competent Authority o
delegated organ of State within 30 days from
the date the appeal sulimission was made

NOTES:

1. An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:-

a) the Minister if the decislon was issyed by
in his/ her capacity as the delegated Com

b) the MEC if the decision was issued b
in his/ her capacity as the dele

¢) the delegated organ of state wi

2. An appeal Jodged with:-

a) the Minister must be submitted to the Dep

b) the MEC must be submitted to the
affairs

here raleva

c) the delegated organ of state, where relevant, m

state
3. An appeal must be:-
a) on an official form obtainable or published
b) accompanied by:
L ]
® supporting documentation which is referre
relevant Competent Authority

copies of the notices referred to In regulati
the prescribed appeal fee, if any.

4. A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:

See authorisation cover letter.

y the Head of Dapartment (or ano
gated Competent Authority

provincial department responsible f

a statement setting out the grounds of appesl

@ statement that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2

available for inspection by the appellant |
;

the Director- General (or anolher official) acting
petent Authority ! '

&her official) acting
nt. :

rs and Tourism

artment of Environmental Aff
o?‘ environmental

{
.
|

ust be submitted to the &alagatéd organ of
'

1

by the relevant department

?
!
;
{I
!
i
;

d ta in the appeal and is not a;@ailable to the

) or (3).ﬂimgether with
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Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation register number:
Last amended:
Holder of authorisation:

Location of activity:

12127200871
Eskom Holdings Limi
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Department of Envimnmental Affairs and Tourism Environmental Authorisation Reg, No. 1:@712/20/871

:
Decision 1
The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available ta it an(;{ subject to

compliance with the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the appliceéﬂ should: be
authorised to undertake the activity specified below.
Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision arg set out in

1
¥

Annexure 1. 3

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Managemerit Act, 1998 (Act

No, 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006«:§the Department
hereby authorises — |

b
h

ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED -

with the following contact detalls —

N 2 S SRS A A T R Er e

Ms Carol Streatan
P O Box 1081 |
. JOHANNESBURG | )
2000

Tel: 011.800 5411
Fax: 011 800 3817

§
to undertake the following activity/ activities (hereafter referred to as “the activlty")%
R. 386; *

)

12 The transformation or removal of indigenous vegatation of 3 hectares or mc}re or of any

size where the fransformation or removal would occur within a critically endark;gered or an
§ '




Department of Enviranmental Affairs and Tourism Environmantal Authorisation Reg, No, lé/ 12/26/8771
i:
endangered ecosysterm Jisted in terms of section 52 of the Nat/onal Ebwronmental '

Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act 10 of 2004).

i
. ZE

14 The construction of masts of any masterial or type and of any height, including}' those used
for telecommunication broadcasting and radio transmission; and Z
1

75 The construction of a road that is wider than 4 meters or that has 3 reserve Wider then 6
meters, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed acfivity or whi are aceess

Ioads Jess than 30 meters long.

. S

i
R. 387 z:

1 Construction of facilities or Infrastructure, including associgted structures or m&mstmcture
for- . % |
(c ) the above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel, 'quuiél petroleum
gas or paraffin, in containers with 8 combined capacity of 1000 cubic meters or :{bare at any
one location or site including the storage of one or more dangerous goods, in a tanl% farm; and
() the transmission of above ground electricity with a capacity of 120 kilovolts or mo?e,
| | o

for the construction of two new 765kV Transmission power Jines between Hyd fsubstaz‘lon
near De Asr and the proposed Gamma substation near Victoria West within & seiftude width
required for the construction of the power lines of 80m per 765kV line with a separalion of 80m -
from centre line to centre line where the 765kV fine is constructed parallel to any grher power
line, as well as expansion of the existing Mydra substation, as described f!1 the final
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) dated October 2007 page 1-4, '

8
4
J:

along 2 route as indicated on figure 1-3 in the EIAR dated October 2007, which falz within the
jurisdiction of Ubuntu end Emthanjeni Municipalies and the Pjxley Ka Serbe District
Municipality of the Westsrn Cape Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”.

i

~amznaa

The granting of this enviranmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out bglow,




Dapartment of Environmental Affoirs and Tourism Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. ;12/‘12/20/87‘1

. Scope of authorisation !

1.1

1.2

13

14

15

16.

Conditions

Authorisation of the acfivity is subject to the conditions containad in thISi authorisahon
which conditions form part of the environmental authorisation and are ?mdmg on the
holder. of the authorisation. ,

The holder of the autharisafion shall be responsible for ensuring comp|§ance with the
conditions by any person acting on his or Rer behalf, including but noti limited to, an.
agent, sub-contractor, employee or person rendering a service to the{holder of the
authorisation, : 8

The activity authonsed may only be carried out at the property indicated ébove

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in. thlﬁ authonsatlon
must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changesﬁ or deviations
may be effected. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, tqie Department
may request such information as it deems necessary to avaluate the si%nificance and

impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for thg holder of the

4
* authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of the regulations.; .
This activity must commence within a period of four (4) years from the diate of issue, If
commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the; authorisation

lépses and a new application for environmental authorisation must be gnade in order
for the activity to be undertaken. §

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s rd;sponsubnmy to
comply with any other statutory requirements that may be applicable to tl}:e undertaking

of the activity. | % :
¢

161 Relevant legislation that must be complied with by the hulder of &113 '

authorisation include:

S

. Comphance with the requirements of Section 38 of the Nétlonal Heritage
Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999, mcludmg the qprnments and
rocommendations of the relevant heritage resqurces authcirlty responSIble

for the area in which the development is propossd.
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Department of Environmental Affairs and Toursm Envirenmental Authorisation Reg. Na, Izi' 12/20/871

Appeal of authorisation

1.7

18

T

Should fill material be required for any purpose, the use of bon?:\w pits must
comply with the provisians of the Minerals r;k=,\'£rolezur:'|n Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 2002) administered by thd Department |
of Minerals and Energy. No excavation for Infill matesials ma§ ba done in
identified sensitive areas, watercourses and within 1:100 year @ood fines.
Provislons of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1098). |

Provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 199% (Act 85 of -
1993) and the Explosives Regulations (2003) promulgated t'md;br the Act.

Provisions of the Mazardous Substances Act, 1973 (Act 15 c§f 1973) ahd

associated regulations as wall as SANS 10228 and SANS 100%9 codes.
Provisions of the National Building Regulations and Standarés Act, 1997
(Act 103 of 1997) and the pravisions of relevant municipal bywla?TWS

No endangered and / or protected vegetation may be removec( W|thout the
required permits from the relevant Provincial Nature Gnnservanon
department. b
Construction of access roads must be kept to a mmlmum§and whare
required, such access roads shall be properly planned and gdesngned to
relevant SANS codes. Existing access roads must be usep wherever

possible.

3
{

The holder of the authorisation must notify every reglstered intergsted dnd affected
party, in writing and within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of receiving nqtice of the

Department’s declsian to authorise the activity.

The notification refemred to in 1.7 must -

{
¥
f
r

1.8.1  Specify the date on which the authorisation was Issued;

182 Inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure .g)rovided for

In Chapter 7 of the requiations;

1.8.3 Advise tha interested and affected party that a copy of the authorssatlon will be

furmshed on request; and ' o

g
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Department of Environmental Affalrs. and Tourism Envlronmenfcl Authorisation Reg, Ne. 72/ 12/20/6717

Management of the activity

19

184

Give the reasons for the decision. , i
#

b
6
!
3
¥
1

An Environmental Management Plan (‘EMP”) for construction whnéh fulfils the .

requuements of this authorisation must be compiled and submitted to th@ Department -

for approval before the construction process commsnces. The EMP must be compliant

to regulation 34 of the regulations and include~ {

151

192

193

1.9.4

195

186

187

1948

!
i

Layout drawmgs detailing the layout of the suhstatmn site, dranﬁaga systems:

for storm water and oil management systems and constructioh camp. The
design of the facilities must take into consideration the’ local %nvxronmental
attributes, especially whers crossing streams and watercourseh and ensure
the free flow of water and movement of fauna in streams and drglnage ines at
all times during construction, f'
Siting, demarcation and management of material storage and ve iﬁicle ‘servicih‘g
areas used by the contractor which must be outside of the 1:50 5,',ear flood line -
or at Jeast 100 meters away from any watercoursss. , | '
Measures for waste avoldance minimisation and disposal of waéte at an
appropriate facility are imposed on the building. contractors '
Al work areas are supplied with proper sanitation faciiities V\;hlch must be
outside of the 1:50 year flood line or at least 100 meters a?vay from any

watercourses. : ;,
Measures for storm water management and control of polluted lsunoff water at
sites where concrete batching or use takes place to prevent co%ﬁarnmatlon of
starm water by any substance used during construction. :

Measures to ensure temporary structures for crussmgs of dran}iage |ll'lES and
streams do not cause erosion, flooding or accumulation of del:;ns dunng rain
svents. Z
Measures for the rehabilitation of all areas disturbed during te construction
phase of the project, excluding those areas where perrr{ans'nt:structures are
srected, ara implemented.
Measures {0 protect ll'ldlgBrIOUS vegetatlon by m|n|m|smg tl'fe construction

footprint as much as possmle..
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Department of Envirenmental Affalrs and Tourlsm Erviranmental Authorlsation Reg, No, 712/ 12/20/871

1.99

1.9.10

1,9.11

b

, 1 .
Measures tc ensure construction damage to embankments at wé’tercoursas is
fimited, | | - |
Measures for the storage and management of topsoil for use during - |

rehabilitation upon completion of the construction process. Topsoil storage

‘heaps may not be higher than 1,5m and should. be lightly. Gompacted to

prevent wind erosior. - ‘ ‘ ;@‘
Measures for the protactlon of identifiad herltage resources? Should any
artefacts be exposed during excavation for the purpose of Iaylnifoundatlons

construction in the vicinity of the fi ndlng must be stopped. An Archaeologist

" must be called {p the site for mspectlon Under no C|rcumstan¢es shall any

- artefacts be destroyed or removed from the site, The South Afrﬁcan Heritage = ..
] -

1.9.12

1.9.13
1.9.14

1.9.15
1.9.16

1947
1948

© 1819

- 1920

marked,

Hesource Agency must be contacted 1o this effect. : ;
Measures to ensura all nuisance factors caused during CDHS’[I‘UF’[IOI‘I such as .
dust, and as captured inthe complaints register, are properly a@dressed and
rneasures for mitigation implemented. ' ?

Measures for dust control during the construction phase esp%mally at the
Hydra substation expansnon site.

; .
Measures to ensurs identified sensitive sites or areas are propar[}/ marked and
r ’ .
i

protected during the construction phase of the activity.

Measures for tha search, rescue and relocation of identified élant species..

Rehabilitation and Iandscapmg must be done-with indigenous v;kgetatmn and

2

no declared alien vegetatlon may be used. .
Measures for traffic management at road mtarsectnons with dISKiICt provincial |
and national roads are implementad to ensura the nuisance factqr of addltlonal ‘
traffic to the surrounding road users are minimised. " :

A moniforing system must be put in place to detect any |eakagé or spi!lage of
coolants from all oil containing plant or equipment during their u

Measures for the control of influx of job seekers at Hydra ubstanon site
extension and along sections of the line at the construction camﬁs ' ‘
All recommendations-and mitigation maasures as praposed in té\e EIAR dated -
Noverber 2007 forms part of this environmental authorisation) and must.be
impiemented as part of the EMP. - ‘
Measures to ensure access roads are kept 10 a minimum 'ahd'ars -.clearly

o N o0




Dopartment af Environmental Affairs and Tourlsm Environmental Authorisotion Reg, Na. 14/!2/20/871

110 Once approved by DEAT, the construction EMP will be seen a5 a dynamlﬁ: document
However, any changes to the EMP must be submitted to the authorities é‘or appraval

Monitoring

1.1

submitted to the provincial department.

v
I

Z!

respansibility of implementing the approved EMP.

i
k

~ befors such changes could be effacted. A copy of the approved EMP must be

'The applicant must appoint an Environmental Control Ofﬁcer (ECO) that v;nll have the

e The ECO shall be appointed before the start of construction and th‘é authorites

must be notified of such an appointment for cammunication purpos s

* The ECO shall submit a quarterly environmental compliance repor? In wntmg,

to the Department, attention of the Director: Environmental Impact Fvaiuatlon

and copy the Applicant with such report. This report shall include a?lescnptlon
of all activities on site, problems identlfied, transgressions noted ,Eand a task
schedule of tasks tindertakan by the ECO. The report must clearlyyi reflect the

reference number of the project on the cover page,
" The ECO shall mamtam the foilowmg on site; , :
o A site diary. '
o Copies of all reports submitted to the Départment. !

b

oA schedule of current site activities including the monitorifg of such -

activities, o

o A complalnts register of all public complaints and the nsmadies% applied ta

such complaints,

o The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, aé required -

for implementation due to construction damage, are completed andgthe site ls

handed over ta Eskem by the contractor for operation.

W

8 | . i\



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Environmental Authorisatien Reg, No. 72/ 12/20/871.

Recording and raporting to the Department i

i a2

5
l
; .
l

1.12  The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit r¢port to the

Commencement of the activity

Department upon completion of the construction and rehabilitation ac}nvxtles The

environmental audit raport must — 1'

a2 AR

1.12.1 Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outpome of the
audit in terms of compliance with the Envnronmental Authonsatloél conditions
as well as the requirements of the EMP. . *

1.12.2 Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on sué and made
available for inspection to any relevant and competent authority ln} respect of

this development,

1.13  Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that thegacﬁvity will

Operation of the activity

1.14

115

. activity that includes: 1.

commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition lnél'ludas site
preparatlon The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that ihe'activity

will commence. , II

=erassenton

Fourtesn (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that %he activity
Operational phase will commence. '

The applicant must compile an operational EMP for the operational ph#se of the .

1.15.1 Procedures. for the regular inspection and maintenance of the pwer lines
servitude and substation area at the Hydra substation to alhsure that
envionmental degradation is prevented .and poss[ble Impac due 1o
operational and maintenance programmes are mitigated. g

- 1.15.2 Measures to ensure jdentified sensitive sites or areas along the seévltude are

properly protected ‘during the operational and maintenance ph#e of the -
activity. '




b

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Environmental Autharlsation Reg. No. 7&?12/20/87 j

Site closure and decommissloning

1.16

General ? §

1,17'

1.18

1.19

1.20

the property. ;

applicant, ' 5&

R e s o LT D

Should the use of the facilities ever ceass or become redundant, the appllcant shall
undertake the required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and k:omply with
all relevant legal requirements administered by any relevant and competem:j authority at
that time, ]

:
A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property whera the actgvlty will be
undertakan. The authorisation must be produced to any authorised offlcial of the
Department who requests to see It and must be made available fof inspec?;ion by.any

employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation whe works ar undeﬂa[ﬁes work at
;

S

Where any of the applicant's contact details change, including the n?e of the

responsible person, the physical or postal address and/ or telephonic details, the
applicant must notify the Department as soon as the new details become kﬁown fo tha

L
p
i
E!

The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48

. (fourty eight) haurs, if any conditicn of this authorisation cannet be or is not :{dherad to.

Any netification in terms of this condition must be accompanied by raasonsf rthenon- -
compliance. Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation maz result in
criminal prosecution or other actions provided for In the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 and the requlations. In the event that the predlct?d impacts
exceed the significance as predicted by the Independent consultant mx the final
environmental impact report dated November 2007 and supparting documergtatxon the

authorisation may be withdrawn after proper procedures have been fo[lowedf

§
Ed
i

" National government, provincial government, local authorities or commltteesgappomted

m terms of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority spall not be
held responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his gsuccessor

10




Department af Environmental Affairs ond Tourlam Environmenial Avthorisatlan Reg. No, 12;;/ 12/2G/871
in title in any instance where construction or operation subsequent fo corﬁstruction be
temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of non-compliance by t%we applicant
with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this document og any other
subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation, ;

B

Date of environmental authorisation: \ﬁlﬂ\lm

Letter signed by: Lize MbCourt

Designatian: Chief Director: Environmental Impact Management

FEEES
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1.  Background

—’—\.af;\v«z.a_sﬁz%q;-?»f.-: e

The applicant, Eskom, applied for authorisation to carry out the fallowing actnfny -

§
w

R. 386:

e r-e L

12 The transformation or removal of indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares .or mors or of -
~ any size where the transformation or removal would eccur within a critically n%ndangered ‘
oran endangered ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the National En nronmental .
| Management. Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act 10 of 2004).

| '%i

14 The construction of masts of any material or typs and of any helght mcln%dmg thuse
used for telecommunlcaﬂon broadcasting and radio transmissian; and
. 15 The construction of a road that is wider than 4 meters or that has a reséwe wider -
than 6 meters excluding roads that fall within the amblt of another listed actlvgty or wnich-
are access roads Jess than 30 meters lang, '

R. 367: : :
1 Construction. of facilties or infrastructure, including associated stryctures . or

infrastructure, for- o i

(¢ ) the above’ ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, didse/, fiquid

petroleum gas or paraffin, in containers with a combined capacity of 1000 cul';.
' or more at any one lacation or site including the storage of one or more 'angerous ,

ic meters
goods, in a tank farm; and

(1) the transmission of abave ground electricity with a capacity of 120 kliovolis qr more.

:3’9‘.{(‘9%.5:%%%{-?:. —=

A ol

for the construction of two new 765kV Transmission power Imes betw n Hydra -
stibstation near De Aar and the proposed Gamma substation near Victoria Wz; within a
servifude width required for the construction of the power lines of 80m per 765KV line

© - with a separation of 80m from centre line to centre line where the 765§<V line is

&
K
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view, were of the most sugmficance is set out below,

4
u
,.

constructed parallel to any other power line, as well as expansion of the e)ilstlng Hydra

substation, as described in the final Environmental Impact Assessment Répoﬂ (EIAR)

dated October 2007 page 1-4, %
The applicant appointed Bohiweki Envionmental fo undertake a ?Sooping /
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process and to compile an EIAR as ;;tequlred by

regulation R. 385, 2006,

Information considered in making the decision I
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In reaching its decision, the Department took, jnter alia, the following into cons%dera’,tion-
%
a) The information contained in the EIAR dated 19 October 2007 lnqudmg the

specialist studies; ?s
b) The comments received from interested and affectod parties as lncluded in the .
updated comments and respanse report dated November 2007 *

:
¥

¢} The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policles and uidéllnes
including section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1993 (Act No.
107 of 1998); and '
d) The previous Record of Decision (ROD). issued by the Department i in 20 5 for the

Hydra-Gamma #1 765kV Transmission power line.

.

Key factors considered In making the decision
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All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Dephrtment’
cansideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, In the Dep?rtments

a) The réquirement for the installation of the two 765kV Transmission power ines-and

. Hydra substation extension is urgent to ensure a sscure supply of electﬂc iy to the

Cape region. , P
b) This project is undertaken to ensure that Eskom meet its ‘mandate to sm:ply the
electnc1ty needs of the Cape region and South Africa.
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c) A detailed public participation process was undertaken and the coﬁsultant has
satisfied the minimum requirements as prescnbed in the EIA regulatlo s 2006 for’
public involvement, ' ‘ §

d) As partof the EIA process, Bohiweki Environmental, being the principal cionsultancy,
appointed a number of environmental specialists to identify potentlal ena/ironmental
impacts associated with the proposed construction works and to fuﬂqer propose

i

feasible mitigation measures to mitigate the identified impacts. ;

k .
e) Eskom has a fully negotiated servitude for the proposed Transmission ﬁower lines
&s indicated by the landowner schedule provided fo the Dspaﬂmsnt ﬁ

4, Findlngs

&
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After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Departmentfmade the

following findings -

e S a2 S

* ltis a detailed EIAR that includes the identification and assessment of mipacts
* The procedure followed for the impact assessment has been adequ%ke for the
decision-making process.

“e Alilegal and procedural requirements have been rnet

i AP

® There has been sufficlent consultation with JAPs.

e

» ' The information contained in the EIAR is credible.
» Adequate assessment of the main identified i Issues and impacts have bee}1 done.
o The area propased for the placement of the proposed two 765kV Traésmlssmn '
power lines is adjacent fo existing power line servitudes, therefore rimbmlng -
- services in one corridor except for the first section where a deviation was quired
e The proposed development is compatible with the pmposed sﬂe for the
development, “"
» A-projact specific EMP will be compiled and subitted to the departﬁnent for
approval and wil be implemented by Eskom to manage the fdentnf ed
~ environmental issuss and ensure mitigation measures are lmplementeé for the

[dentified smpacts of the construction process.
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In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compl:ance th(a the conditions
contalned in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not c#mﬂlct with the
general objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in C
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentla
environmental Impacts resulting from the proposed activity can be rmtlgated
levels. The application is accordingly granted,
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