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Deparmind:
Envimnments! Affalrs ang Toursm
REPUBLIC GF SOUTH AFRIGA,

Privale Bag X447, Prelorin, 00071 « Fedsurs Building, 315 Pratorius Straet, Pretoris, 0002, Tel: (127 12) 310 3911 Fax: (+27 12) 322 2§82

Referance: 12/12/20/859
Enquirtes: Mr Mogole Mphzhlele
Telephone: (012) 310 3144 Fax: (012) 320 7539 E-malil: mimphahlele@deatgov.za

Mmamoloko Seabe
Eskom Holdingds Limited
P QO Box 1091
SUNNINGHILL

2157

Fax: (011) 800 3917

PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Ms. Seabe,

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTORISATION: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF TWO 400KV
SUBSTATIONS AT PRAIRIE AND MARATHON (PART OF THE HENDRINA-PRAIRIE-MARATHON
TRANSMISSION PROJECT), MPUMALANGA PROVINCE

With reference to the abovementioned application, please be advised that the Department has
decided to grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation and reasons for the decision are
attached herewith.

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006, you are
instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties (IAPs), In writing and within seven
(7) calendar days of the dale of this letter, of the Department's decision in respect of your
application as well as the provisions regarding the making of appeals that are provided for in the
regulations.

Your aftention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulafions which regulates appeal procadures.
Altached please find a simplified copy of the appeals procedure to be followed. Kindfy include a
copy of this procedure with the lefter of notification to 1APs.

A copy of the official appeat form can be obtained from:
Mr PKM Retief, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3705, pretief@deat.gov.za ; or
Mr H Grové, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, harové@deat,qov.za, at the Department.

Muhasho wa zwa Vhupo na Vhuendelamashango » UTike e Tesimendzawo natskuMekasha « tsebe tlemiCimbi yolasiNogengileye nokhenkelho
Ndzawulo ya Tinhaka & Mbenga » Deparment: Omgewingszke zn Tozrisme + Lafapha ia Tikoloho la Bohanhlaud) = Lefaphs la Bojansla
Kgoro va Tikaloge ko Boetl » UmNysngo wezeBhuduluko rokuVakeha » Umnyango Wezemvala Nokuvakaha

Batho Pele - pulling people first



Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, infer alie, lodge a notice of
intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of receiving notice of the decision, by means of
one of the following methods;

By facsimile: (012) 310 3688,
By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or
By hand. 2 Floor, Fedsure Form Building, North Tower, cor. Van der Walt and

Pretorius Sireets, Pretoria.

Should the appficant decide to appeal, the applicant must serve a copy of its notice of intention to
appeat on all registered APs as well as a notice indicating where, and for what period, the appeal
submission will be available for inspection.

Please Include the Department, attention of the Director; Environmental Impact Evaluation, in the
list of 1APs, notified through your notification letter of the decision, for record purposes.

You are strongly advised fo refrain from the initiation of any construction activities prior to the
conclusion of the appeals process. All construction activities initiated during the appeals process
will be done solely at your risk.

Yours faithfully

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
| etter signed by: Ms. Lize McCourt
Designation; Chief Director: Environmental Impact Management

Date: o )h \ 2008

CC: Nir. Reuben Heydenrych Strategic Environmental Focus (Ply} Ltd Fax: 012 349 1229



APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF R. 385 OF 2006 TO BE FOLLOWED BY
THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF .
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

APPLICANT INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs)
1. Receive nofice of Environmental Authorisation | 1. Receive notice of Environmental Authorisation
from the relevant Competent Authority from Applicant/Consujtant
2. Within 10 days of receipt of notification, notify | 2. Within 10 days of receipt of notification, notify the
the relevant Competent Authority and all {APs relevant Competent Authority of intention to
of intention to appeal appeal
3. Notification served by the Applicant must 3. Appellant must serve on the Applicant
include: 3.1. A copy of the notice of intention to appeal
3.1. A copy of the notice of intention to appeal: 3.2. A notice indicating where and for what period the
and appeal submission will be available for
3.2. A notice indicating where and for what perlod inspection by the applicant

the appeal submigsion will be available for
inspection by all IAPs i
4. The appeal must be submitted to the relevant | 4. The appeal must be subrnitted to the relevant

Competent Authority or delegated organ of Competent Authority or delegated organ of State
State within 30 days of [odging of the notice of within 30 days of lodging of the notice of intention
| intention to appeal to appeal

5. A person or organ of state that receives notice | 5. An Applicant that receives natice of an appeal may
of an appeal may submit a responding submit a responding statement to the relevant
statemant to the relevant Competent Authority Competent Authority or delegated organ of State
or delegated argan of state within 30 days from within 30 days from the date the appeal
the date that the appeal submission was made submission was made available for inspection by
available for inspection by the appellant the appsliant

NOTES:

1. An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:-
a) the Minister if the decision was Issued by the Director- Generat {or anotherofficial) acling in
his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority
0) the MEC If the decision was Issued by the Head of Department (or another official) acting in
his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority
¢) the delegated organ of state where relevant.
2, An appeal lodged with:-
a) the Minister must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
b) the MEC must be submitted to the provincial department responsible for environmantal affairs
¢) the delegated organ of state, where relevant, must be submitted to the delegated organ of
state
3. An appeal must be:-
a) on an official form obtainable or published by the relevant department
b) accompanied by:
* astatement setting out the grounds of appeal
« supporting documentation which is referred to in the appea! and is not availabla to the relevant
Competent Authority .
» astatement that the appsllant has complied with regulation 82 (2) or (3) together with copies
of the notices referred to in regulation 62 ,
» the prescribed appeal fee, if any.
4. A copy of the official appeal form ¢an be obtained from:
Mr PKM Retief, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3705, pretief@deat.qov.za ; or
Mr H Grové, Appeals Administrator, Tel: 012 310 3070, harové@deat.gov.za. at the Depariment. ,
Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, inter alia, lodge a notice of e
intention to appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of receiving notice of the decision, by means
of one of the following methods:

By facsimile: 012 310 3888;
By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or
By hand: 2™ Fioor, Fedsure Form Building, North Tower, cor. Van der Wait and

Praforius Streets, Pretoria,



- Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation reglister number:

12/12/20/959

Last amended:

Holder of authorisation:

Eskom Holdings Limited

Location of activity:

Mbombela and Highlands Local | - |

Municipalities, Mpumalanga
Province
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Decision

The Department Is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the
conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to underfake the

activity specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.
107 of 1998) and the Environmental fmpact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Department hereby
authorises ~

ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED:
with the following contact details -
Mmamoloko Seabe
P O Box 1081

SUNNINGHILL
2167

Fax: (011) 800 3917
to undertake the following activity/ activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity’)

R387.

1 {I): The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structure, including associated
structure or Infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of electricity above ground with a capacity

of 120 kilovolts or more,
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2: Any development activity, including associated structures and infrastructure, where the total area s,
or is intended fo be, 20 hectares or more,

‘The proposed development may involve the following activities as stipulated in Government Notice 386 of
the EIA Regulations of 2006.

1{m):The construction of faciliies or infrastructure, including assoclated structures or infrastructure, for any
purpose in the one in ten year floodline of a river or stream, or within 32 metres from the bank of a river or
stream where the floodline is unknown, excluding purposes associated with existing residential use, but
including;

iy canals

(i)  channels

{il) bridges
- (iv) dams; and

V) weirs

7. The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petro!,'liquid petroleum gas or paraffin, in
containers with a combined capacity of more than 30 cubic metres but less than 1000 cubic meters at any

one location or site,

12:The transformation or removal indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares or more or of any size where the
transformation or removal would ocour within a critically endangered or an endangered ecosystem fisted in
terms of section 52 of the Nationaf Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004).

14: The construction of masts of any type and any helight, including those used for telecommunication
broadcasting and radio transmission, but excluding:-
(a) masts of 15 metres and Jower exclusively used
() by radio amateurs
(ii} for lightning purposes
{b) flags and poles; and
(c) lightning conductor poles

15: The construction of a roed that is wider than four (4) metres or that has a reserve wider than six (6)
metres excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another fisted activity or which are access roads of less

b\s\s"",

than 30 metres long.
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16:  The transformation of undeveloped, vacant derelict land to -
(a) establish infill development covering an area of & hectares or more, but less than 20 hectares,

for the construction of 2 new 400kV substations, one each near the existing Praiie and Marathon
substations which fall within the jurisdiction of the Mbombele and Highlands Local Municipalities of the
Mpumalanga Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”.

The granting of this environmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below.

Conditions

Scope of authorisation

1.1 Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, 'whic-:h
conditions form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the hoider of the
authorisation.

1.2 The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions
by ahy person acting on his or her behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, sub-contractor,
smployee or person rendering a service fo the holder of the authorisation.

13 The activity authorized may only be carried out at the properiy indicated abovs,

14 Any changes lo, or deviations from, the project descripfion set in this authorisation must be
approvéd, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information
as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations -
and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation fo apply for further authorisation.in
terms of the regulations. '

15 This activity must commence within a period of four (4) years from the date of issue. If

commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a

new application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be .

undertaken.

v
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Appeal of authorisation

1.6 . The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party (IAP), in
writing within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of receiving notice of the Department’s decision fo
authorise the acfivity.

17  The nofification referred to in 1.7 must -

1.71 speéify the date on which the authorisation was issued; _

1.7.2  Inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter
7 of the regulations; and S

1.7.3  advise the inferested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be furnished-
on request, and

1.74 give the reasons for the decision.

Menagement of the activity

1.8 An Environmental Management Plan (‘EMP”) for construction which fulfills the requirements of
this authorisation must be compiled and submitted fo the Department for approval before the
construction process commence.

1.8 Once approved by DEAT, the construction EMP will be seen as a dynamic document. However,
ahy changes to the EMP must be submitted to the authorities for approval before such changes
could be effected.

 Monitoring

110 The applicant must appoint a responsible person that will act as an Environmental Control Officer
(ECO) that will have the responsibility of implementing the approved EMP. '
s The ECO shall be appointed before the start of construction and the authorities must be’
notified of such an appointment for communication purposes.
o The ECO shall submit a quarterly environmental compliance report, in writing, fo The
Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation and copy the Applicant with such report. This
report shall include a description of all activities on site, problems identified,
transgressions noted and remedial action implemented. The report must reflect the

" DEAT reference number of the project on the cover page.

¥
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¢ The ECO shall maintain the following on site:
o A site diary
o Copies of all reports submitied to the Department ‘
oA complaints register of alf public complaints and the remedies éppiied to such
complainis
o The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation measures as well as site clean-up
are completed and the site is handed over to Eskom by the contractor for operation.

Recording and.reporling to the Department

111 The holder of the authorization must submit an environmental compliance audit report to the
Department upon completion of the construction and rehabilitation activities. The environmental
audit report must include -

1.11.1 The date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the audit in terms of
cbmplia’nce with the Environmental Authorisation conditions as well as the requireménts
of the EMP.,

1.11.2 Records relating to compliance monitoring must be kept on site and made available for

| j Inspection to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this de{retopment‘ '

1.11.3 Detail of the rehabilitation measures of the site that must be compiled by an
Independent Environmental Auditor.

1.11.4 Detall of all incidents and mitigation measures implemented fo addrass such
incidents.

1.11.5 Any measures that require follow-up.

Commencement of the activity
112 Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity wil

commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The
netice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence.
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Operation of the activity

1.13  Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity's operational
phase will commence.

Site closure and decommissioning

114  Should the use of the facllities Installed as part of this authorisation ever cease or be¢6m¢
redundant, the applicant shall undertake the required actions as prescribed by legislation at the
time and comply with all relevant legal requirements administered by any relevant and competent

authority at that time.
Specific condition

1.15 A detailed foundation investigation must be undertaken to determine the geotechnical suitability
of the site for the construction of the substations.

’f 16 The ‘recommendations and mitigation measures as proposed by the geologist must be

' implemented, especially for dolomite stabiiity investigation for the final chosen routes so that
appropriate foundation and water precautionary measures can be recommended.

147  The substation at Marathon must be an expansion of the existing substation within the' Eskom
property boundary. The new Prairie substation must be placed-as in the north-eastern corner of
Portion 3 of the Farm Dalmanutha, as close as possible to the R 36 road.

118  The soil that is excavated during construction should be stockpiled in layers and pro'tecied by
berms to prevent erosion, ' |

118 The placement of flow rétarding barriers must occur in consultation with the ECO and as part of
an overall storm water management system during the construction phase. |

1.20  Confractors must drive on existing access roads as far as possible to prevent formation of
unnecessary. tracks for access roads. ' |

121 Refueling must take place in well demarcated areas and over suitable drip trays o prevent soif.
pollution, |

122 Spill kits to clean up accidental spills from earthmoving machinery must be well marked and -

available on site.
123 Workers must undergo induction to ensure that they are prepared for rapid clean-up procsdures.

W
| ,
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124

1.28

1.26

1.27

1.28

1.28

130

1.31

Should any herifage artifacts be exposed during excavation, work must siop immediately and the
ECO must be notified as soon as possible. '

All heritage discoveries must be reported immedialtely to @ museum, preferably one at which an

~ archaeologist is available, so that an investigation and an evaluation of the find can be made,

Acting upon advice from these specialists, the ECO will advice the necessary actions to b taken.
Under no circumstances must any artifacts be removed, destroyed or interfered with by anyone
on site.

Contractors and workers must be advised of the penalties associated and unlawful removal of

cuitural, historical, archaeoclogical or pataeontologfcai artifacts, as setout in Section 57 (1) of the

National Heritage Resources Act, 1993 (Act No. 25 of 1999).

Construction activities as well as the use of construction vehicles on the roads must only oceur

between 07:00 and 17:00. | |

The developer must ensure compliance with the National Environment Management: 'Biqdiversi.ty

Act, 2004 (Act 10 of 2004), section 56 (d) and section 57 (1), with regards the protected and .
indigenous species.

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation's responsibility to comply with

any other statutory requirements that may be applicabte to the undertaking of the activity.

1.30,1 Relevant iegislation that must be complied with by the holder of this authorisation include
but Is not limited to: ' '
» Compliance with the requirements of Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources -
Act, Act 25 of 1999, including the comments and recommendations of the relevant
heritage resources authority responsible for the area in which the development is
proposed.
o QOccupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No. 85 of 1883). -
» Compliance with the requirements of the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998).
. Relevant local authority bylaws and regulations.
None compliance must be reported immediately to the National Department of Environmehtai.

Affairs and Tourism.

General

1.32

A copy of this éuthorisation must be kept at the site office where the activity will be undertaken.
The authorisation must be produced to any authorised official of the Department who requests to

T
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1.33

1.34

1.35

see It and must be made available for Inspection by any employee or agent of the holder of the
authorisation who-works or undertakes work at the property, . ' _
Where any of the applicant's contact detalls change, including the name of the responsible
person, the physiqal or postal address and/ or telephonic detalls, the applicant must notify the

 Department as soon as the new details become known to the applicant,

The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48 (fourty eight)
hours, If any condlfion of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any nofification in
terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. Non-
compliance with a condifion of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the regulations.
National government, provincial government, local authoritles or committses appointed in terms
of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible
for any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in title in any instance
where construction or operetion subsequent fo construction be temjaorarily or . pefmanently
stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of»»authorisatib‘n as
set out in this document or any other subsequent document emanating from these cbnditions of:

authorisation.

Date of environmental authorisation: 2 TJune  Hoo¥

General {Acting)

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Letter signed by: Ms. Lize McCourt ‘
Deslignation: Chief Director: Environmental Impact Management
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1.  Background

The applicant, Eskom Holdings Limited, applied for authorisation to carry out the following activities

R.387:

1 {I): The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structure, including
associated structure or Infrastructure, for the fransmission and distribution of electricity above
. ground with a capacity of 120 kilovolts or more

2:Any development activity, including associated structures and infrastructure, where the total area s,
or is intended to be, 20 hectares or more.

The proposed development may involve the foflowing activities as stipulated in Government Notice
386 of the EIA Regulations of 20086.

1(m):The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or infrastru’ct_ure,'
for any purpose in the one in ten year floodline of a river or stream, or within 32 metres. from the bank
of a river or stream where the floodline Is unknown, excluding purposes associated with existing
residential use, but including;

() canals

(i) channels

(iii} bridges
(iv) dams; and
(

v) welrs
7: The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, fiquid petroléum gas or pafafﬁn,
in contalners with a combined capacity of more than 30 cubic metres but less than 1000 cubic meters

at any one location or site.

12:The transformation or removal indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares or more or of any size where

the transformation or removal would occur within a critically endangered or an endangered ecosystem -

10
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listed in terms of section 52 of the National Environmental Management; Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act -
No. 10 of 2004). |

14: The consfruction of masts of any type and any helght, including those used for telecommunication
* broadcasting and radio transmission, but excluding:-
(a) masts of 15 metres and lower exclusively used
() by radio amateurs
(i) forlightning purposes
(b) flags and poles; and
' {¢) lightning conductor poles

15: The construction of a road that is wider than four (4) metres or that has a reserve wider than six
(8) metres excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity or which are access
roads of less than 30 metres long.

16. The transformation of undeveloped, vacant derelict land to - _
(a) establish infill development covering an area of 5 hectares or more, but less than 20 hectares,

for the construction of 2 new 400kV substations, one each near the existing Prairie and Marathon
substations which fall within the jurisdiction of the Mbormbela and Highlands Local Municipalities of
the Mpumalanga Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”. '

The appllcant appomted Strategic Environmental Focus {Pty} Lid fo undertake a Scoplng / EIR
process and to complle an EIR as required by regulation R. 385.

2. Information considéred in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Depariment took, inter alia, the following into consideration -

a)  Theinformation contained in the EIR dated 18 February 2008;

b) The cémmen& from the Directorate: Biodiversity and Conservation;

¢)  The specialist studies undertaken;

d)  The objectives and requirements of relevant legtslaﬂon policies and gurdehnes mclud;ng .
.sectlon Z of the Nafional Environmental Managemgnt Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1996). |

- W
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3. Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented fo the Department was taken into account in the Depariment's

consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department’s view, were of

the most significance Is set out below:

(a) The proposed activity will address the demand of electricity in the area,

(b} The electricity supply will provide great support to current and future development.

(¢} The proposed development will have an indirect economic contribution through mining.

(d) It would have an additional economic benefit to household's dependant on mining. -

{€)  The project wil not severely or significantly impact negatively on the environment.

(f) Sufficient public participation process was conducted and the consultant has met the
minimum reguirements as prescribed in the EIA regulations, GN. No. 385 of 21 April 2008
for public involvement. '

4. Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department m~ade the following

findings - '

« The issues raised by | & AP's were adequately addressed.

e . The proposed project would be undertaken on an area exposed to mining deve!opment.where '
the significant environmental impact would be managed. _

« The Information contained in the EIR was relevant and credible in order to make a decision.

. The applicant has satisfled the minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA regulations of
21 April 2006. | |

) Thé EMP must be complied, submitted to the Department for approval, and implemented to
manage the identified environmental issues. The EMP must include mifigation measures for-
the identified impacts of the construction process and it must indicate how the, conditions of
approval would be Implemented. | 0

In view of the above, the Department is salisfied that, subject o compliancé with the conditions
contained In the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
. objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National

Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts

12
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" resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable levels. The- appiication is
accordingly granted.

13



