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Department;
Environmentai Affairs
REFUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

" Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001+ Fedsure Building - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3011 - Fax (+ 2712) 322 2682

NEAS Reference: DEA/EIAO001015/2012
DEA Reference: 141216/3/31/47%
Enquiriea: Mr Reggy Nkosi
Telephone: 012 310 3036 Fax: 012-320-7538 E-mail: Rakosi@environment.gov.za

Ms Emmy Molepo

- Eskom Holdings SOC Uimited
P.O. Box 3499
POLOKWANE

0700

Fax ho: 086-536-5960
'PER FACSIMILE { MAIL
Dear Ms Molepo

. APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS. OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1988: GN R. 543 AND 544: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
OF THE LETABA NETWORK DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2, GREATER TZANEEN LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, LIMPOPOQ PROVINCE

With reference to the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided fo accept
the BAR dated August 2012 and grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation (EA} and
reasons for the decision are attached herewith.

in terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
{the Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interestad and affected parties, in wiiting
_and within 12 {twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Depariment's decision in respect of your
applicalion as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contalned In the
Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulations, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be
followed; This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly include a copy of this
document with the letter of notification to interested and affected parties.

Should thé applicant or any other party wish to appeat any aspect of the decision a notice of Intention to
appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellants with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of ane of the following methods:

By facsimile: 012 320 7561,

- By post: Private Bag X447,
' Pretoria, 0001; or
By hand; 2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,
Cnr. Lilian Ngoyi (Van der Walf) and Preforlus Streets, T
Pretoria, (M)w%oﬂ\
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If the applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, il must also serve a copy of the natice of intenlion to appeal
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a nofice indicaling where, and. for what
petiod, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

Please Include the Depariment (Affention: Director: integrated Environmental Authorisations) In the list
of interested and affected parlies, notified through your nofification leter to interested -and affecled
parties, for record purposes.

- Appeals must be submitted in writing fo:

Mr T Zwane, Senior Legal Administration Officer (Appeals), of this Depariment at the above meniioned
addresses or fax number. Mr Zwane can also he contacted at:

Tel: 012-310-3929
Email: AppesalsDireciorate@environment.gov.za

The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the dale of signalure of the
authorisafion.  Further, please note that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the
authorisation or conditions thersof suspend the authorisation pending the oufcome of the appeals
pracedura.

Yours sincerely
qmﬂ &‘

Mr Mark Gordon ’

- Chief Director; Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs

Date: ©F {—“‘P&m Qo3

CC: | Ms Nonhlanhla Neuba | Nzumbululo Hertage Solutions Tel. 015-291- 3661 Fax; 015-201-3658
-Mr R Mthombeni DEDET Tel: 015-200-7057 Fax: 015-205-6015
Ms Patience Mboweni | Grealer Tzaneen Local Municlpality | Tel 015-862-7589 Fax: (015-062-4169
Mr T Zwane ' Eppaals:Authority (DEA) Tek 012-310-3929 Fax: 012-320-7561
Mr S Malaza Compliatics Monitoring (DEA) Tel 012-310-3307 " Fax: 012-320-5744
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;. APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE REGULATIONS) AS PER
-GN R, 543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA)

APPLICANT

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs)

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority (the.
Depariment of Environmental Affairs [DEA]).

1.

Racaive EA from Applicant/Consultant.

2,

2. Within 12 days of date of the EA notify all IAPs of the EA MIA,
and draw their attention to their right to.appeal against
the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the. Regulations. B

3. {fyou want lo appeal against the EA, subriit anotice of | 3. If you want fo appeal against the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA intention 10 appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
vith the Minister of Water and Environmental Affalrs (the the Minister of Water and Envirenmental Affairs (the Minister),
Minister).

4,  After having submitted your Rotlce of mtenUon toappeal | 4. After having submitted your notice of infention to appeal to
to the Minister, provide each registered IAP with a copy the Minister, provide the applicant with & copy of the nolice of
of the notice of intention to appeal within 10 days of intention to appeal within 10 days of lodging the notice.
lodging the notice.

5. The Applicant must also serve on each AP b, Appellant must also serve on the Applicant within 10 days of

e anotice indicating where and for what period the lodging the notice,
appeal submission will be available for inspection. * anaotice indicating where and for what period the appeal
submigsion will be available for Inspection by the
applicant.

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing fo the Minister 1 6. The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within 30 days
within 30 dfays after the fapsing of the period of 20 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the
provided for the lodging of the notice of Intantion to lodging of the notice of intention 1o appeal,
appeal. .

7. Any AP who received a notice of infention to appeal 7. An Applicant who received notice of intention fo may submit a

may submit a responding statement to that-appeal to the
Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal
submission was lodged with the Minister,

responding statement to the appeal to the Minister within 30
days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged
with the Minister.

NOTES:

1. Anappeal against a decision must be lodged with:-

a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs If the decision was issued by the Director- General of the Department of
Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

b) the Minister of Justice and Constilutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and the decision
was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her

capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

2 An appeal lodged with:-

a) ihe Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs must be submltted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;
b the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;

3. Anappeal must be:-
a) submitted in writing;
b} accompanied by.
» 3 slatement setting out the grounds of appesl;

« supporling documentation which is referced to in the appeal; and
¢ a statemnent that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the nolices referred fo in

regutation G2

N
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¥ environmental affairs

Deparimant:
Environmental Affairs
REFLELIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

In terms of regulation 36 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

CONSTRUCTION OF THE LETABA NETWORK DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2
GREATER TZANEEN LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.,

Authorisation register number: | 14/12/16/3/3/1/479

NEAS reference number: 'DEA/EIA/OOM 015/2012
Last amended: First issue
Holder of authorisation:; 'ESKOM  HOLDINGS  SOC
LIMITED
| Location of activity: LIMPOPO PROQVINCE: Within

the Greafer Tzaneen lLocal

Municipality

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibitity to comply with any
. other statutory requirements that may he applicable to the undertaking of the activity.




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. Wo, 14/12/16/3/3{1/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/0001015/2012

Decision

The Department Is salisfied, on the basis of infarmation available to it and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised fo undertake
the activity specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other actions

provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the ElA regulations.

Deteils regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out In Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virite of he powers confarrad on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107
of 1998) and the Environmenial Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Depariment hereby
alithorises — '

ESKOM HOLDINGS $0C LIMITED
with the following contact details -

Ms Emmy Molepo '
Eskom Holdings SOC Limited (Limpopo Operating Unif)
P.C. Box 3488

POLOKWANE

0700

Tel: 0162990592
Fax. 086 660 3848
GCell: 0828800919

E-mail: MolepoME@eskom.co.za O’:j?"_’@







Depariment of Environmantal Affairs
Environimental Authosisation Reg, No, 14/42/1813/311/479
NEAS Reference Number; DEAINEAS/IO001015/2012

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the aclivity’) indicated In Listing Notice 1

(GN R, 844):
Listed activities Activity/Project description
GN R. 544 lfem 10: | For the construction of various

The canstruction of facilifies or infrastructure fir the transmission and poweriines as described below

tisiribution of electrcity ~
(i) Quiside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of
more than 33 kilovolts buf less than 275 kilovolis.

GN R. 544 ltem 22: Canslruction of access i'oads
The-construction of a road, outside urban areas,

(i) with & reserve wider than 13,5 metefs or,

(i) where no reserve exists where the road is wider than 8 metres, or
{iif) for which an environmental authorisation was obtained for the
route defermination in terms of activity & in Government Nolice 387
of 2006 or aclivily 18 in Notice 545 of 2010.

as described in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated August 2012 at:

Sasekani Substation:

“Substation Site 5239 54.52.1° E030° 15.48.6

Loop-in-loop-out from Letsitele-Lenyenye line to Sasekani Substation

A T
Starfing point of activily 523°54.18.3 E030° 14.38.6
Middle point of aclivity §23°64.224' E030° 14.47.9°
End point of activity §23° 5452.1° E030° 15.48.4°
Letaba-Makhutswi
“Starling point of act 935 57 870 FO3C0° 16,988 y| -
arting point of activity 88 / m)fefgﬂ‘l
Middle point of activity 24° 0.445' E030° 22350 "
End point of activity 24°06.411' E030° 25.496"




Department of Envirenmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 14/12/6/3/3/1/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEANEAS001015/2012

- for the construction of the following powerlines Greater Tzaneen Local Municipality of the Limpopo
Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”,

The infrastructure associated with the development includes:

o Construction a 2x20MVA 66/11kV and 1x20MVA 66/22kV Sasekani Substation;

o Construction of the loop in loop out line from existing 8.5km, 66kV Letsilele-Lenyenye line
by constructing 2x4.5km 56kV Chickadee powerline fo the pro'pd;ed Sase‘kéni Substation;

o Construction of the new 31km 132kV Kingbird fine batween proposed Letaba Substation
and Makhutswi Substation.

¢ upgrading of the access roads

= Re-construction the 2.7km 66kY Chickadee powerline between Dan village and Letsitele

_ metering points,

* Re-construction of the Nkowankowa-Risenga Skm 86kV Chickadee powerline.

» Re-construction of the 2km 66kV Chickades powerline between Dan village and
Nkowankowa.

The 3 powerlines to be reconstrucled will not be moved from their existing positions.
Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authoyisation

1. The preferred allernafives for the construction of a 2 x 20MVA 86/11kV and 1 x 20MVAG6/22kV
Sasekane Substation and the associaled loop-In loop-out powerlines from the existing 8.5km 85kV
Letaitele-Lenyenye line by constructing 2 x 4.5km, 66kV Chickadee powerline o the proposed
Sasekanl Substation, the construction of @ new 31km 132KV Kingbird powetling between Letaba
Substation and Makhuiswi Substation. This project will also involve the re-construction of a new
2.7km 68kY Chickadee powering between Dan vilage and Leisitele melering poinis, re-
consfruction of the Nkowankowa-Risenga Skm 66kY Chickadee powerline and the re.gofis ‘

of 2km 66kY Chickadee powerline between Dan village and Nkowankowa and the upgrading of

associated roads is approved.




Department of Environmantal Affairs _
Enviranmental Authorisation Reg. No. 1412/16/3/3/1/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/O001015/2012

2. Authorisation of the aclivily is subject lo the conditions contained in this authorisalion, which form

part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation,

3. The holder of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring compliance with the condilions contained
in this environmental authorisation. This includes any person acling on the hbldef’s behalf,
including but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or
person rendering a service to the holder of the authorisation.

4. The activities authorised may only be carried oul at the properly as described above.

5. Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this autharisation must be
approved, in writing, by the Depariment before such changes or deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Depariment may request such information as
it deems necessary {0 evaluate the significance and impagts of such changes or deviations and it
may be necessary far the holder of the authorisation to apply for further éuthorisaiion in terms of
the regulations. '

8. This activity must commence wilhin a period of five (5) years from the date of issue of this
authorisation. If commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation
lapses and & now application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity
to be underlaken. _

7. Commencement with one activity listed in ferms of this authorisation consfitutes commencement of
all authorised activities.

8. The holder of an environmental authorisation must notify the competent authority of any afienation,
fransfer and change of ownership rights in the property oh which the aclivily is to take place.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

8. The holder of the authorisalion must nolify every registered interested and affected parly, in writing
and within twelve {12) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of the decision
to authorise the activity.

10. The nolification referred lo must -«

10.1. specify the date on which the authorigalion was issued;

10.2. inform the Interested and affected parly of the appeal procedure provided for in
Chapter 7 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010;

103 advise the interesled and affected paity that a copy of the authorisath

furnished on request; and
10.4. give the reasons of the compelent authority for the decision.

5




Deparment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEASI001015/2012

11. The holder of the authorisaiion must publish a notice ~

i1.1.
1.2,
11.3.

informing Inlerested and affected parties of the decision;

informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; and
drawing the attention of interested and affected parties to the fact that an appeal may
be lodged against this decision in the newspapar(s) contamplaled and used in terms of
regulation 54(2){c) and (d) and which newspaper was used for the placing of
adverlisements as part of the public participation process.

Management of the activity

12. The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Application for EA is
not approved. This EMPr must be revised and resubmitted for approval. The revised EMP must:

12.4.
12.2.
12.3.
124.
12.5.

Monitoting

Include recommendations of the specialist walk through;
Identify specific sites for the [ocation of the camp sites;
Confirm the location of access roads;

Be inclusive of the lines to be reconslructed; and

A rehabilitation ptan for all disturbed areas.

13. The applicant must appoint a suitably experienced Environmental Conirol Officer (ECO) for the
consfruction phase of the development that will have the responsibliity to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this authorisation are

implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP.

13.1.
13.2.

13.3.

134.

The ECQ must be appolnted before commencement of any authorised aclivity.

Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECQ must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department, -

The ECO must keep record of all aclivities on site, problems identified, transgressions
noted and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the £ECO.

The ECO must remain employed unfil all rehabilitation measures, as required for
implementalion due to construction damage, are complated and the site is ready for

operation. *Q L.
Cjﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂ







Beparlment of Environmenial Affirs
Environmental Autiorisation Reg. No. 14/12/18/3/31/479
NEAS Refersnca Number; DENNEAS/ODO1015!2012

Racnrdlng and reperting to the Dapartment

14. All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, required to be
submilted fo the Depariment in terms of this authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Department.

15. The holder of the authorisafion must submit an environmental audit report fo the Depariment within
30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of site handover) and within 30
tays of completion of rehabilitation activities,

16. The environmental audit report must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the
outcome of the audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisafion conditions as well
as the requirements of thé EMPT. .

17. Records relating fo monitoririg and auditing must be kept on site and made avaiiable for Inspection
to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Commencement of the activily

18. The authorised activity must not commence within twanty (20} days of the date of signature of the
authorisation, ‘

19. An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of
1998 (as amended), does not suspend an envirenmental authorisation or exemption, or any
provisions or conditions attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Miniéter, MEG or delegaled
organ of state directs otherwise.

20. Should you be notified by the Minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you may not commence with the aclivity unfif such time that the Minister allows you to
commence with such an aclivity in writing.

Notification to authorities

21. Faurleen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity will commeance.
Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes sile preparation. The notice must
include a date on which it is anticipaled that the activity will commence, as well as a reference

number. This nolification pariad may coincide with the notice of intent to appeal period. CJ;:QM é ] f




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/15/3/3/1/479
NEAS Raferancs Numbar: DEAINEAS/O001015/2012

Oparation of the activity

22. Fourteen {14) days wrilten notice must be given to the Department that the activity operalional
phase will commence.

Site closure and decommissloning

23. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant must undertake the required
actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements
administored by any relevant and competent autharity at that time.

Specific conditions

24. The spans that cross major drainage lines and skirt dams should be marked with Bird Flight
Diverfers on the earth wire of the line, five metres apart, altemating black and white.

25. The poles shauld be fitted with bird perches on top of the poles to draw birds, particularly vultures,
away from (he potentially risky insulators. '

26. The alignment of the proposed powerlines should avoid large riparian frees (in particular the
Matumi - Breonadia salicina, Ficus spacies and Jackaiberrys — Diospyrus mespififormis), and a
crossing point should be chosen that does not affect these tree specimens.

27. Miligation measures as recommended under Section 5.6 Pages 35-36 of the Surface Water Report
done by 38| Engineers and Environmental Consullants must be adhered fo.

28. Saction 5.6.5 of the Surface Water Report compiled by 881 Engineers and Environmental
Gonsultants fitled "Line Segment Realignment Recommendalions™ has recommendations refating
to line placemant. This recommendation must be adhered fo.

29, All'existing access roads to be used must not be left in worse conditions than they are.

30. Working areas must be marked and be easily identifiable. They must be cordoned off if needs be.
No disturbance is allowed outside the demarcated working areas, ¢

. An.Ecalogist. *walk down" inspection must be carried out once the final servitude corridor is known.
During the process, all protected trees must be marked (GPS coordinales) and permits for cutting
and timming must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation authorily, before any clearing

of vegetation can take place. CQ .
32. The ecologist must assist in fower positioning, being aware of condition 27, idenﬁﬁcatiamﬂeas

that needs protection, identification of construction camps and [aydown siles.

8




Department of Environmental Affairs
Envirenmental Autherisation Reg. No, 141216/3/311/479
NEAS Refersnce Numbsr: DEAINEAS/GO0101572012

43.

34,

35.

36,

37.

38.

39.

40.

41,

42.

43,

44,

45.

46.

No repalr or maintenance of frucks and machinery must occur on site (working areas), except in
dedicated areas, identified so for thal purposes or in the camp sites.
No activities wili be allowed to encroach into a water resource without a waler use authorisation

being in place from the Department of Water Affairs.

The applicant must obtain a wayleave from the Department of Public Transport Roads and Works
prior construction.

Working on roads must be done with method statement that includes raffic management discussed
with local traffic authorities.

A pormil must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation agency for the removal or
destruction of indigenous protected and endangered plant and animal species.

Prolecled frees observed along the route may not be removed or cut without a permit from the
Provinclal Department of Agriculiure Forestry and Fisherles.

Copies of all permits required for the proposed development must be submitted to the Department
for record keeping. |

No exofic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area may
ba utitised.

Liaison with land owners/farm managers Is to be done prior 1o construclion in order to provide
sufficient time for them 1o plan agricultural activilies. If possible, construction should be scheduled
to take place within the post-harvest, pre planting season, when fields are lying fallow.

The applicant is required to inform the provincial Department of Agricuiture, Forestry and Fisheries
and this Depariment should the removal of protected specles, medicinal plants and “data deficienf
plant spacies is required.

Vagelation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum. Mitigation measures must be

Implemented to reduce the risk of erosion and the invasion of alien species.

All construction sites must be rehabllitated to thelr nalurat state immedialely after completion of all
construction activities.

anstfuclion must include appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface
movement of waler along drainage lines so-as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows.
Drainage measures mist promote the dissipation of storm waler run-off,

An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is hased on waste
minimization and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate.

Any solid waste must be dispased of at a landfil licensed in terms of seclion 20 (bg%

Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008). T




Department of Envirconmental Affalrs
Environmente] Autharisation Req. No. 141 2M16/3/3/1/479
NEAS Reference Number; DEAINEAS/0001015/2012

General

47.

48.

48,

A copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr must be kept at the property where the activity
will ba undertaken. The authoriéation and approved EMPr must be produced to any authorised
official of the Depariment who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any
employas or agant of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work at the praperty.
The holder of the .authorisalion must nolify both the Directar: Integraled Environmental
Authorisations and the Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Depariment, in writing and within 48
{forty eight) hours, If any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any
nolification in terms of this condilion must be accompanied by reasans for the non-compliance.
National government, provincial government, focal authoritiés or committeas appointed in terms of
the conditions of this authorisation or any ather public authority must not be held responsibie for
any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor In file In any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for
reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authiorisalion as set aut in this
document or any other subsequent document emanating from thase conditians of authorisation,

Date of environmental authorisation; =7 419 RI-  Anl3

/;eﬁD

Mr Mark Gordon
Chisf Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Department of Environmentat Affairs
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Departmant of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/001015/2012

1.

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Information considered In makling the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department 100k, infer alia, the following into consideration -

a)
b)
¢)
d)

The information contained in the BAR dated August 2012;

Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR dated August 2012 and the EMPr;

The information contained in the specialist studies contained within Appendix D of the BAR and
The objectives and requirements of relevant legisiation, policies and gmdehnes including section
2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998).

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into account In the Department's consideration

of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most

significance is set out beiow,

The findings of all the speciatist studies conducied and their recommended mitigation measures.
The proposed powerline development Is a power strengthening project, as ihe area oflen
expetiences power outages.

The current fand use is both commercial and subsistence agricultural activities and residential.
The area has been heavily transformed. There are areas wilh siil good intact vegetalion units,
Several protected trass were abserved by the specialist along the routes.

The graveyard will not be affected by this project. No graves are expected to be relocated as per
the specialist report. Individual graves accldentafly encountered along the line will be protected
and avoided.

The BAR dated August 2012 ideniifled all legistation and guidelines that have been congidered in
the: preparation of the BAR daled August 2012,

The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the BAR dated August

2012 and the spacialist studies have been adequately Indicated. é? .
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Department of Envirenmental Affairs
Environmentat Authorisation Req. No. 14M2/16/3/311/479
NEAS Reference Number: DEANEAS/O0D1016/2012

h)  The recommendations made by the Surface water studies regarding the placement of tower as

recommended in condition 27, It is also noted that the recommendations might ba inclusive or
. have been repealed In Letaba NDP project 1.
) A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has salisfied the
minimum requirements as presoribed in the EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement,

3. Findings

After consideration of the informalion and factors listed above, the Depariment made the following
findings - '

a)  The idenfification and assessment of impacts are delailed in the BAR dated August 2012 and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been complated,

b)  The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the deciston-making procass.

¢)  The proposed mitigalion of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtalls the identified
impacts.

d)  The information contalned in the BAR dated August 2012 and the observations made during the
site visit conducted by Reggy Nkosi is considered as adequate enough to make an informed
decision.

8)  The EMPrwill be resubmitied pending the walk by the specialist to make final recommendations,
The EMPr will then ba considered and approved,

In view of 'the abové, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the condilions
‘ contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general

objectives of integrated environmental management lald down in Chapler 5 of the National

Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any polentially detrimental environmental impacts

resulting fram the proposed activily can be mitigated 1o acceptable levels. The application is
. accordingly granted.. |

Crrclony

—_——
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